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1. Introduction

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning, personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of the children at Grove Vale Primary School. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential.

2. Core Values and Curriculum Drivers

Our school curriculum at Grove Vale Primary School is underpinned by our Core Values – Growth, Relationships, Originality, Valuing ourselves and each other, Enthusiasm, Vitality, Ambition, Love of learning and Empowerment.  This ethos is further supported by out curriculum drivers: Be Creative, Be Ambitious, Be Resilient and Be Curious.  The curriculum drivers are the means by which the school achieves its objective of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to lead fulfilling lives.  

3. Curriculum Aims

Our curriculum aims/intends to:

· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that’s coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning and employment

· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations

· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

· Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active

· Promote a positive attitude towards learning

· Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support

· Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life

· Promote the learning and development of our youngest children and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1

It is important that our EYFS curriculum is designed to incorporate child-initiated learning whilst taking into account the needs of the specific cohort. Pupils should be active partners in developing the curriculum. Their questions, interests and ideas are therefore utilised to develop and enhance planned learning experiences. 

Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 a wide variety of teaching and learning approaches and styles are used to promote pupil engagement with the curriculum. Staff regularly utilise a range of high quality resources to encourage independent learning and inspire pupils. The use of the whole school environment, both inside and outside (including access to Forest schools), is also used regularly to enrich the curriculum.  (See Teaching and Learning and Outdoor Learning Policies).

4. Legislation and Guidance

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.

5. Roles and Responsibilities

The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Headteacher to account for its implementation. The governing board will also ensure that a robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets. 

The Deputy Headteacher and Curriculum Leader maintain an overview of the curriculum provided by the school and work in partnership with the Headteacher on a range of strategic planning, monitoring and evaluating tasks, from the full range of evidence provided by other staff, subject leaders and governors.   

Subject Leaders ensure that all the aspects of the National Curriculum content are identified within the curriculum overviews. Subject Leaders review long and medium term plans alongside work to ensure that pupils’ learning becomes increasingly more challenging as they move through the year groups, and to maintain an overview of standards within their subject. 

Subject Leaders also produce annual action plans for their subjects, support the writing of medium-term plans of class teachers, analyse the standards within their subject, provide or signpost staff towards training and resources and engage in developmental work with external colleagues. 

Class Teachers have the final responsibility to produce class specific, medium and short term planning for their pupils. They also have responsibility for the standards their pupils achieve, the progress they make and the evidence of this learning. Class teachers should ask for guidance from Subject Leaders when appropriate.

6. Organisation, Planning and Assessment

Our curriculum design gives each year group the opportunity to cover a broad range of themes and subjects. Projects last 10 weeks and include a “Killer Question” with all lessons sequenced appropriately to build blocks for children to be able to answer this question.  Mini projects and theme days are also planned in to the yearly Curriculum Maps to ensure the depth of our curriculum which is assessed through regular retrieval practice.

Curriculum maps show the coverage and structure of all subjects for each year group with skills ladders for all subjects providing staff with guidance on supporting/ challenging all children. 

Long and medium term plans are created to demonstrate effective sequencing of lessons that build on each other and allow children to retain skills and knowledge over time.  Short term planning is also used for core subjects.

Knowledge organisers are also provided as a means of demonstrating key learning of a project in addition to showing progression of vocabulary and key words/ phrases to be taught.  They also assist in assessment of retention.

Subject coverage

English
English is a core subject and is at the heart of our curriculum. Text types are mapped out over phases and medium term plans are checked to ensure a range of reading and writing genres.  Where appropriate, links to other areas of the curriculum are made and class texts selected to show meaningful links.  Spoken language is promoted throughout the curriculum and across all subjects. 
Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation are promoted throughout all writing opportunities, with each year group following a specific programme (see English overview). 
Mathematics
Mathematics is also a core subject and is taught discretely. However, where relevant, mathematics is linked to other curriculum areas such as science and geography. 

Science 
Science is fully covered with the National Curriculum Programmes of Study mapped out for every year group.  Lessons are taught mainly discretely however, where meaningful links can be made, cross curricular opportunities are also provided. 
Geography/ History/ Art and Design/ Design Technology
The termly topics ensure that, throughout an academic year, children are provided with the opportunity to access all subjects.  A cross-curricular project is mapped out to ensure lessons are well-sequenced and build on prior learning from previous projects and year groups.

PE and Music

PE and Music are taught discretely, with the Charanga music scheme used to teach the latter.
Religious education
RE is a statutory part of the curriculum and follows the locally agreed syllabus. 

PHSE/ RHE and citizenship
PHSE and citizenship are important aspects of our curriculum and are taught both discretely and within the projects and through other subjects such as RE.   The whole school overview has been mapped out termly to also include appropriate coverage of statutory requirements for HRE and Drugs Education.
Computing 

The core skills of computing are taught as a discrete programme across school using the Purple Mash scheme. However, other elements of the computing curriculum are integrated into the curriculum as part of project work. These include e-safety, digital publication and presentation, research, data handling and the use of digital media.

MFL

MFL (Spanish) is taught as a discrete subject in KS2 by a specialist teacher using the Language Angels scheme to supplement additionally planned activities.

British Values

Links to British Values are planned in our termly projects where appropriate.  Picture News is also used weekly to teach children and provide them with opportunities to discuss current events linked to British Values.  These are also shared with parents.

Timetables

Each year group has a set of non-negotiable allocations for various aspects of the curriculum, including English, mathematics and PE. Teachers are free to arrange their afternoon timetable to make the most of cross-curricular opportunities and the needs of pupils. Sometimes subjects and activities might be ‘blocked’ or run over successive afternoons. 

Further expectations for coverage of subjects, including time, is provided in our Subject expectations document. See also the Assessment policy for curriculum assessment arrangements. 
7. Inclusion

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:

· More able pupils

· Pupils with low prior attainment

· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds

· Pupils with SEN

· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects. Further information can be found in our Equal Opportunities and SEN policies.

8. Monitoring and Review
Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory requirements through:

· School visits

· Work scrutinies alongside SMT

· Lesson observations with link classes

· Regular reports from the Headteacher and Subject Leads

· Curriculum review at Governoring Meetings including the opportunities to question staff

· Attendance of Pupil Progress Meetings

SLT and Subject leaders monitor the way subjects are taught throughout the school by:

· Regular learning walks

· Fortnightly coaching sessions with staff

· Staff questionnaires

· Work scrutinies

· Pupil conferencing

· Formal lesson observations

· Data collection and analysis

The Curriculum Leader and other Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed.

This policy will be reviewed every two years by the Deputy Headteacher and Curriculum Leader alongside the Headteacher and relevant members of SMT.  At every review, the policy will be shared with the full governing board.

Review date: November 2021

Signed: 

Dated:
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