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	Gusford Primary School Curriculum Information 
Year 4 – Autumn 1



Kindness                Honesty                Respect                Confidence                Responsibility





Maths
In maths we will be starting the half term by embedding and extending our understanding of place value. We represent and partition numbers up to four digits and identify numbers 1, 10, 100 or 1000 more or less than a given number. We use a range of models to familiarise ourselves with numbers including placing them on a number line to 10,000. Then we develop our addition and subtraction skills with using different methods to add or subtract four digits with exchanges and how we can represent it. Throughout our learning we build strategies for reasoning and how to solve problems including real life contexts. 
 


Science
[bookmark: _GoBack]In science we will be exploring States of Matter this half term. We identify solids, liquids and gases and learn the main properties for each state. We consider examples of materials changing states, such as melting or freezing. We observe experiments and learn how to record results and draw conclusions from tests. Then we create our own experiments by identifying variables that stay the same and which change to ensure a fair test. After this, we look at how states of matter contribute to natural processes by looking at the water cycle and how water evaporates and condenses naturally. 
 


English
In English we will be using The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman as our inspiration for our writing and reading learning this half term. We read the text together and develop our comprehension skills by focusing on a different ‘VIPERS’ reading skill each week. In writing, we extend our knowledge of time conjunctions, sentence starters and consolidate our punctuation use by writing a diary extract based on the novel. Then we look at non-fiction writing and learn new techniques to produce informative, impersonal writing in our geographical writing focus by practising our use of multi-clause sentences.  
 





What can you do at home?
Read your reading book for ten minutes as often as possible.
Write an Autumn poem or description based on a leaf.
Try this science experiment https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/cloud-in-a-jar/ 


What can you do out and about?
Visit the free Thomas Wolsey exhibition at The Hold in Ipswich.
Get involved building Wolsey’s college in Ipswich on Cornhill on Saturday 21st October – visit the website allaboutipswich.com 

			Art
In art our learning for this half term is about ‘power prints’. We learn techniques for shading and using proportion with pencil and charcoal. We continue to try Fauvist style collages using colour and form to create contrast and continue exploring shape and pattern by making prints using marks on polystyrene. We finish by applying our learning to create a collaborative art piece to show pattern and contrast. 


History 
In history we are exploring the Tudor dynasty and the impact the monarchs had on life in Britain. We identify the key features of each reign and find out why Henry VIII set up the Church of England. We look at the turbulent times that followed this event and the changing of the monarch and then examine the reasons Elizabeth I’s reign is often considered to be successful. 


PSHE
In PSHE we focus on setting ground rules and zones of regulation. We look at how building a positive community involves behaving in positive ways and use our school values to demonstrate this. To build resilience and self-reflection on regulating emotions, we look at the ‘zones of regulation’ and how experiencing emotions is a natural part of life and there are strategies we can learn to help ourselves adjust to these. 

RE
In RE we are learning about Buddhism this half term. We look at the story of Buddha and the choices he made on his journey. We consider the consequences of these choices and reflect on how they are interpreted by Buddhists and how it compares to our own views on his actions. As we look at his life we also explore the Four Noble Truths, the Noble Eightfold Path and the Five Precepts which are key parts of the Buddhist faith. 
























Spanish
In Spanish our unit is ‘Me Presento’ which centres around talking about yourself when you meet new people. We learn how to introduce ourselves and give key information and how to ask questions to find out about other people. We use all four skills – speaking, listening, writing and reading – to build our understanding of Spanish and construct longer sentences. 



    
PE
In PE this half term 4AB and 4MK develop their gymnastic skills. We learn how to balance and perform sequences using muscle tension to control the quality of our presentation. We create partner balances and group sequences focusing on co-ordination before learning how to land jumps.
4LB begins a term of Commando Joes to build teamwork, resilience and problem solving. Their unit this term is based around Amelia Earhart.  

Music
In music we begin learning our instruments. 

4AB has clarinet lessons on Wednesdays.
4MK has violin lessons on Wednesdays.
4LB has trumpet lessons on Fridays. 
We learn about the instruments and start to make sounds this half term as well as developing our knowledge of rhythm and pitch. 




Computing
In computing this half term we begin with a lesson on how to stay safe online. 

Our main focus is collaborative learning using Google and we explore the etiquette in working on the same documents remotely and how to share documents and spreadsheets. We also learn how to create and complete Google Forms to share information. 
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