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Yellow Fish 
Yellow Fish Environmental popped back to school 
on Thursday afternoon and alongside our ‘Green 
Team’ they painted yellow fish by all our storm 
drains. We hope this helps to raise awareness 
about the importance of our rivers and more 
importantly the health and state of the water that 
enters them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gusford Gazette 
 Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gusfordprimaryschool 

or 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GusfordPrimary 

The Gusford Gambol 
Last Sunday, over thirty of us took part in the 
Gusford Gambol for Children in Need. It was great 
fun and we’ll definitely do it again next year.  
 

 
 
Reception visit to the Library 
On Thursday, our Reception children went on an 
Autumn walk to the local library. They had a lovely 
time and were complimented on their excellent 
behaviour. 
 
Christmas Card Winner 
Alfie S from Gusford, won our MP's Christmas 
Card Competition his design is being used on 
Tom Hunt's Christmas cards this year. Well done 
Alfie. We have a copy of the design but we want 
to wait and see it on the actual card before we 
publish it. Well done Alfie and what an 
achievement! 

Awareness Days and Whole School Diary Dates 
 
Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd December. St. Francis Church 
Christmas Tree Festival which will take place over the 
weekend. Look out for our tree 
 
Nursery/Reception Christmas Performances 
Wriggly Nativity 
Two performances, 7th and 8th December starting at 2.00pm. 
 
Tuesday 12th December– School Disco 
Reception 2.30-3.00pm 
Y1/2/3 3.30-4.30pm 
Y4/5/6 5.00-6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 13th December-School Christmas Lunch and  
Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Year 1/2 Christmas Performances: 
Lights, Camera, Action! 
Two performances, 18th and 19th December starting at 
2.00pm 
 
Friday 15th December-Ipswich Town Day. Wear Blue. £1.00 
donation all money raised to Ipswich Town Foundation. 
 
Wednesday 20th December. 2.00pm Christmas Assembly. 
 



Attendance Matters 
Our attendance this week was 93.6%. 6GS were 
the highest attenders with 96.7%. Quite simply if 
the children are in school they are much more 
likely to be successful in their learning. Thank 
you. 
 
 
Wear Blue Day 
Wear Blue Day on Friday 15th December is now 
Suffolk wide for all primary schools. Find out 
more at: 
 

https://www.itfcfoundation.co.uk/2023/11/21/
wear-blue-day/ 

 
Mrs Race’s Recorder Group 
In Monday’s assembly, Mrs Race’s recorder 
group performed a fantastic ‘Native American’ 
recorder piece. We loved it! 
 
Reading Diaries 
The reading diaries are the best way of tracking 
the number of times the children read with an 
adult both in and out of school. Please can you 
ensure the books come to school every morning, 
Please note the children also earn golden tickets 
by reading regularly. Thank you. 

Trampolining Success 
This is Amelia at the East Region Trampolining 
Competition held in Hitchin on Sunday. She did 
brilliantly and goes through to the next round. 
Well done Amelia.  
 

 

        Our Year 6 Teachers  
 
                                

 

                           Miss Machin                    Mrs Smith                             Mr Minter 



The Ipswich Symphony Orchestra 
The ISO are performing their Autumn concert 
this Saturday 7.30pm in the Corn Exchange. 
Tickets available on the door. 

Golden Tickets 
The children are awarded golden tickets for 
behaviour and effort, and displaying the school 
values of kindness, honesty, confidence, 
responsibility and respect. The tickets are put in 
a hat and names drawn out in Monday’s 
assembly. We will still do this but after talking to 
our Governors we have decided to make a 
change. If a child is given a ticket they will still 
put it in the ‘hat’ for Monday’s assembly but they 
will also mark it on a tally chart against their 
name. If over the course of a term they get 20 
tickets they can either bank them or exchange 
the tickets for a 20 ticket prize. If they bank them 
they can aim for a 50 ticket prize or even a 100 
ticket prize. Once the prize has been awarded 
and at the start of each term we will wipe the 
tally charts clear and start again. 
 
School Christmas Cards 
The Christmas cards and notebooks the children 
designed are amazing. These will come home 
with the children on Monday. 

 
Challenge  
We would like to start sending postcards home 
to our children, telling parents about their good 
work, excellent behaviour and for our new 
children, simply welcoming them to the school. If 
you have a design for a postcard like this, then 
please send it in. It could be a winner.  

Performing Arts Competition 
Do you want to be a politician, newsreader, 
teacher or even a youtuber? 
 
On Friday 9th February 2024, in the evening we 
are running a performing arts competition for 
our children which may help. There are three 
age groups: Year 2 and under, Year 4 and 
under and Year 6 and under and there are three 
categories you can enter in each of the age 
groups. 
 
1. Recital set piece. Learning the given poem 
and then reciting it from memory (practise at 
home/school first). 
 

2. Reading set piece. Reading the narrative text 
from the book (practise at home/school first).  
 

3. Sight reading. Reading a given piece out loud 
but only after seeing it for the first time two 
minutes before the performance. 
 

There will be certificates for everyone and 
medals for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed winners 
in each category. You can download an entry 
form and see all the set pieces on our website: 
 
https://gusfordprimary.net/curriculum/performing

-arts-competition 
 
It’s free to enter and should be good fun. Give 
the school a ring if you require any more details 
and good luck! 



Challenge 
Ipswich are playing West Brom, away on Saturday 
evening, KO 5.30pm. If you multiply the match attendance 
by the number of points Ipswich have after the game and 
bring the total to me on Monday morning (and it’s correct) 
you will win a special Ipswich Town badge. Good luck! 
 
Next Week 
Year 5 are going to Duxford and we will be decorating the 
Christmas Tree for the St Francis Christmas Tree Festival. 



Social Media and Messaging 
 

In our PSHE lessons, we are doing everything we 
can to provide the children with information about 
on-line safety and give them a chance to discuss 
their use of social media. We are organising 
additional input from 4YP for upper KS2 children. 
However, most social media apps (Whatsapp, 
Instagram, Snapchat) have an age limit of 13 or 
above. This is not because they are difficult to use 
but because it is difficult for younger children to 
deal with the consequences of negative messaging. 
If a problem does arise, the Police and the Child 
Exploitation and On-line Centre (CEOPs) say that 
primary school children should not be using 
these platforms and state that it is a question of 
parental responsibility and ultimately 
safeguarding. 
 
So with this advice in mind, please make sure you 
know what your child is doing on-line and who they 
are messaging. Our staff do not have the time or 
capacity during the school day to investigate on-line 
incidents. The fall-out is upsetting to your child 
which then impacts on their ability to focus on their 
learning in school. 
 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 






