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Please remember we break up for half term on Friday 20th October and return after the holiday 
on Monday 30th October. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gusford Gazette 

Reading Cafe (8:20 - 8:40am) 
We have one reading café date left on Thursday 19th 
October for EYFS and Year 4. Parents are welcome at 
all sessions. No need to book, just turn up on the day. 
 

Black History Month 
Ask your children if they know who these two nurses 
are? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Lunchtime Menu 
After the October half-term, there will be a new 
lunchtime menu (still a three week cycle). Please see 
the attached. It has been updated. It still looks great! 
 
Microbits 
Look what arrived today! A big thank you to  
@microbit_edu for our new and free 30 micro:bits! Mr 
Webber is a very excited computer lead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Mental Health Day 
On Tuesday, we celebrated World Mental Health Day. 
It is a universal right to have mental health. It was 
great to see so many children wearing yellow in 
school. Thank you for your support. 

Awareness Days and Whole School Diary Dates 
 
 
Parents’ Evenings–Monday 16th October 4:00pm-7:30pm and 
Wednesday 18th October 3:45pm - 5:45pm. 
  
Friday 20th October-Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Orange Day (non-
uniform £1.00 donation). All money raised to MS. 
 
Pumpkin Carving Competition-Tuesday 31st October. Bring 
pumpkins to school in the morning and take them home at the end of 
the day. 
 
Wednesday 1st November-Attendance Celebration (for all those 
children with 96% attendance and above). 10.30am. 
 
We are holding an Open Evening on Thursday 2nd November 6.00-
8.00pm in the school hall. You can phone up and book in or just turn 
up on the night. You are also welcome to ring the school at anytime 
and the Headteacher will show around while the children are at work.  
 
Friday 10th November-Remembrance Day Service 10.45am,. We 
will also be sending a small group of children to the British Legion’s 
Schools’ Service at Ipswich Cemetery. 
 
Friday 17th November-Snowhite LIVE! In the school hall. £1.00 
donation please. 
 
Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd December. St. Francis Church Christmas 
Tree Festival which will take place over the weekend. Look out for 
our tree 
 
Nursery/Reception Christmas Performances 
Two performances, 7th and 8th December starting at 2.00pm. 
 
Tuesday 12th December– School Disco 
Reception 2.00-3.00pm 
Y1/2/3 3.30-4.30pm 
Y4/5/6 5.00-6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 13th December-School Christmas Lunch and  
Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Year 1/2 Christmas Performances 
Two performances, 18th and 19th December starting at 2.00pm 
 
Friday 15th December-Ipswich Town Day (money raised towards 
installation of a school flag pole £1.00 donation) 
 
Friday 2nd February-World Cancer Day (Sunday 4th). Non-uniform 
£1.00 donation. All money raised to CRUK. 
 
Thursday 7th March-World Book Day (dress up as your favourite 
book character. No donation just celebration) 
 
Friday 21st June-Suffolk County Day (wear something  connected 
to Suffolk). No donation just celebration. 
 
Sports Days 
Nursery and Reception - Monday 1st July 10:15-11:45am 
Years 5 and 6 - Tuesday 2nd July 1.30pm 
Years 3 and 4 - Wednesday 3rd July1.30pm 
Years 1 and 2 - Thursday 4th July1.30pm 

Pumpkin Carving Competition 
Tuesday 31st October. Bring in your pumpkins in the 
morning, we'll put them on display outside the Year 3 
classrooms, choose 3 winners and you can then take 
them home at the end of the day.  
 

1. Classic pumpkin  
2. Most intricate carving  
3. Best decorated  



Animal Trail Challenge 
We had lots of entries into our animal trail. The 
longest were both over 100. Well done Riley A and 
Martha B. Prize in Monday’s assembly. 
 
This Week’s Challenge 
My Autumn coat has three buttons. I’ll wear it at the 
gate when it gets  a little colder.  
Sometimes, I do the buttons up starting with the top 
button. Sometimes, I start somewhere else.  
How many ways can you find to do up my coat?  
How will you remember them?  
Do you think there are any more? How do you know? 
Just pop your entries to Mr. Tapley before the end of 
term. 
 
Realise Futures ‘Curious Families’ 
In January, we are hoping to run a series of special 
‘Curious Families’ pop-in-Parents  carrying out 
activities alongside their children in  the hall. Starting 
Thursday 18th January 2024, 1.30pm to 3.00pm. 
More details to follow. 
 
Clubs and Competitions 
Did you know we have competitors in the BSGA 
trampolining competition and the world combat 
championships? If your child is involved in an outside 
club or activity and is taking part in an important 
competition, then please let me know. 

Attendance Matters 
Our attendance this week was 94.5%. The Little 
Dragons (RAL) were the highest attenders with 
99.6%. Quite simply if the children are in school they 
are much more likely to be successful in their 
learning. Thank you. 
 
Year 3 Trip to the Owl Sanctuary 
This coming Tuesday, Year 3 are visiting the Owl 
Sanctuary. 
 
Culture Club 
In Mrs Slater's Culture Club the children have been 
learning about the Philippines. Mrs Slater said it was 
wonderful to hear one of our members describe the 
culture  and language of the Philippines. The children 
learnt about the national dish, Adobo, which 
everyone tried and tasted this week. We all thought it 
was scrummy!  
 
 

Our Year 1 Teachers 
 

                                          Miss Glasse                                                   Mrs Race 



Social Media and Messaging 
 
In our PSHE, lessons we are doing everything we 
can to provide the children with information about 
on-line safety and  give them a chance to discuss 
their use of  social media. We are organising 
additional input from 4YP for our upper KS2 
children. However, most social media apps 
(Whatsapp, Instagram, Snapchat)  have an age 
limit of 13 or above. This is not because they are 
difficult to use but because it is difficult for 
younger children to deal with the consequence of 
negative messaging. If a problem does arise, the 
Police and the Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection Centre  (CEOPs) say that primary 
school children simply shouldn’t be using 
these platforms and state that it is a question of 
parental responsibility and ultimately 
safeguarding. 
 
So with this advice in mind, please make sure 
you know what your child is doing on-line and 
who they are messaging. Our staff do not have 
the time or capacity during the school day to 
investigate on-line incidents. 
 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 



Call the Office... 
If your child is going to be late or has a morning appointment you must call the office and order a dinner for your child 
before 9.45am. We are unable to order a hot dinner pr pick and mix after this time. Sorry 



Menu for after half-term 

Home School Agreement and Homework Expectations 
On Monday, we are going to send everyone a new home-school partnership agreement. It outlines our 
expectations for the children and parents/carers and what you can expect from the school in return. You can 
also find the agreement on the school website at: 
 

https://gusfordprimary.net/parents/behaviour-expectations 
 

The agreement mentions homework. After our share meetings with parents, we read your feedback and 
want to clarify our expectations for homework for all year groups. These expectations and timings are in line 
with Government (DfE) guidelines for primary aged children. We don’t want homework to become a burden 
or a point of contention in the family home but it is important that the children see that parents and carers 
value schooling and education and the work should support the children’s learning in school. Next week we 
will upload these expectations onto the website at: 
 

https://gusfordprimary.net/curriculum/homework 
 

 
Seeing is Believing and Share Sessions 

 
 Over the last two weeks we have held a number 

of Reading Cafes, an EYFS phonics and early 
reading information morning , several share 
dates and three ‘Seeing is Believing’ sessions. It 
was great to see so many parents and carers at 
all the events. Thank you for your feedback and  
we look forward to seeing you again in school at 
Parents’ Evening on Monday and Wednesday 
next week. 



Friday 20th October-Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Orange Day (non-uniform 
£1.00 donation). All money raised to MS. 








