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Please remember we break up for half term on Friday 20th October and return after the holiday 
on Monday 30th October. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gusford Gazette 

Year 5 Girls Football Champions 
On Wednesday afternoon, our Year 5 Girls team 
played brilliantly to win the Ipswich Schools’ 
Football Festival. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
It was great to see so many families at our 
Parents’ Evenings’ this week. When we work 
together there are no problems that can’t be 
solved. Thank you for your support. 
 
Toilet Training 
We would like to invite our EYFS parents to this 
engaging workshop about toilet training including 
advice, tips and tricks to support your child to 
confidently use the toilet. This will be led by a 
health visitor and is on Tuesday 31

st
 October 9:00

-10.00am. Please come to the school office if you 
would like to attend.  
 

New Lunchtime Menu 
After the October half-term, there will be a new 
lunchtime menu (still a three week cycle). Please 
see the attached. It has been updated. It still looks 
great. We start on week 1 on Monday 30th 
October 
 
MS Day 
Thank you for supporting our Multiple Sclerosis 
Day. In total we raised £301.50. This is brilliant. 
 

Attendance Matters 
Our attendance this week was 94.4%. 3RS were 
the highest attenders with 98.7%. Quite simply if 
the children are in school they are much more 
likely to be successful in their learning. Thank 
you. 

Awareness Days and Whole School Diary Dates 
 
Pumpkin Carving Competition-Tuesday 31st October. Bring 
pumpkins to school in the morning and take them home at the 
end of the day. 
 
Wednesday 1st November-Attendance Celebration (for all 
those children with 96% attendance and above). 10.30am. 
 
We are holding an Open Evening on Thursday 2nd 
November 6.00-8.00pm in the school hall. You can phone up 
and book in or just turn up on the night. You are also welcome 
to ring the school at anytime and the Headteacher will show 
you around while the children are at work.  
 
Friday 10th November-Remembrance Day Service 
10.45am,. We will also be sending a small group of children to 
the British Legion’s Schools’ Service at Ipswich Cemetery. 
 
Friday 17th November-Snowhite LIVE! In the school hall. 
£1.00 donation please. 
 
Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd December. St. Francis Church 
Christmas Tree Festival which will take place over the 
weekend. Look out for our tree 
 
Nursery/Reception Christmas Performances 
Two performances, 7th and 8th December starting at 2.00pm. 
 
Tuesday 12th December– School Disco 
Reception 2.30-3.00pm 
Y1/2/3 3.30-4.30pm 
Y4/5/6 5.00-6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 13th December-School Christmas Lunch and  
Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Year 1/2 Christmas Performances 
Two performances, 18th and 19th December starting at 
2.00pm 
 
Friday 15th December-Ipswich Town Day (money raised 
towards installation of a school flag pole £1.00 donation) 
 
Friday 2nd February-World Cancer Day (Sunday 4th). Non-
uniform £1.00 donation. All money raised to CRUK. 
 
Thursday 7th March-World Book Day (dress up as your 
favourite book character. No donation just celebration) 
 
Friday 21st June-Suffolk County Day (wear something  
connected to Suffolk). No donation just celebration. 
 
Sports Days 
Nursery and Reception - Monday 1st July 10:15-11:45am 
Years 5 and 6 - Tuesday 2nd July 1.30pm 
Years 3 and 4 - Wednesday 3rd July 1.30pm 
Years 1 and 2 - Thursday 4th July 1.30pm 

Pumpkin Carving Competition 
Tuesday 31st October. Bring in your pumpkins in 
the morning, we'll put them on display outside 
the Year 3 classrooms, choose 3 winners and 
you can then take them home at the end of the 
day.  
 
1. Classic pumpkin  
2. Most intricate carving  
3. Best decorated  



This Week’s Challenge 
Oscar in 4AB, Harrison in 4LB and Oliver in 1NG 
have worked out that there are 6 different ways 
to do up the three buttons on my coat. Perhaps 
I’ll stick to a zip! Well done boys. Prize on its way 
to you. 
 
Holiday Challenge 
Have a go at pumpkin carving and enter our 
competition on the Tuesday we get back. 
 
Ipswich Town FC in the Community 
On Wednesday afternoon, ITFC teamed up with 
Suffolk County Council and visited our school to 
talk to the children about sustainable living. The 
children were fascinated. Thank you. 

  
 
 

Our Year 2 Teachers 
 

           Miss Cook                                   Mrs Bond  and Miss Bradley                                  Mr Webber 

Courage and Bravery  
A message from Mrs Howard-Kraft 
 
Sunday evening, on the way home from a wonderful day 
at Legoland, the boys were in our car when it overheated 
and stopped dead in live traffic on a very busy M25.I 
managed to get the car over into the inside lane (we were 
in the fast lane at the time) and before we could reach an 
emergency stop bay the car died completely. We had to 
very quickly whip the boys from their car seats, out of the 
car, into the freezing cold temperature and run them up 
the grass bank. Our car still sat in live traffic. Now, of 
course, at first they were both very upset and scared but 
they listened to me and Chris while I called the police, 
they stayed calm and extremely brave. 
  
We were eventually towed to the emergency stop bay by 
the highway officers but we were then left for 4.5 hours, 
in a car with no heating, where we all had to remain 
strapped in our seat belts, not knowing when or how we 
were getting home and quick frankly if the next vehicle 
was going to hit us. Mentally this took a toll on me so we 
are talking regularly with the boys to make sure they are 
ok. The Highway Officers provided us with foil blankets 
for warmth, even that visual to a child is very unusual, 
unnerving and scary. We are members of the AA and we 
kept getting told they would be with us in 40 minutes, 
unfortunately they kept adding another 40 on each time 
to deadline approached. The boys, at such a young age, 
were sat in this car, with lorries and cars speeding 
towards us every second. Not once, did they moan, 
complain, whinge or create any kind of fuss. I can’t tell 
you how brave and proud of these boys we are. I was 
absolutely petrified, so how they held it together is 
beyond me. 



Menu for after half-term 

 
 
 

Gusford Primary School Homework Expectations 

Year Reading Phonics/Spelling/Grammar Maths 

Nursery 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Monday 

  

Phase 1 Phonics Activities 
These are in your child’s bookbag. 

EYFS Maths at Home 
This is in your child’s bookbag. 

Reception 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Thursday 

  

Little Wandle Phonics Worksheets 
Given after each new sound is learnt/

recapped 

Numbots 
  

Year 1 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Thursday 

  

Phase 5 Phonics Worksheets 
Given after each new sound is learnt/

recapped 

Numbots 
  

Year 2 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Thursday 

  

Spellings (3 times per week) 
Set on Friday 

Numbots/Times Table Rockstars (3 
times per week) 

Year 3 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Friday 

  

Spellings (3 times per week) 
Set on Friday 

Times Table Rockstars (3 times per 
week) 

  

Year 4 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Wednesday 

  

Spellings (3 times per week) 
Set on Friday 

Times Table Rockstars (3 times per 
week) 

  

Year 5 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Monday 

1 grammar activity per week set on 
Learning by Questions 

Set on Friday 

1 maths activity per week set on 
Learning by Questions 

Set on Friday 

Year 6 10 minutes per day (5 days per week) 
Book change day is Tuesday 

1 grammar activity per week set on 
Learning by Questions 

Set on Friday 

1 maths activity per week set on 
Learning by Questions 

Set on Friday 

Make sure you sign the reading diary every time your child reads as they will get a golden ticket for each read.  



Champions of Ipswich 
 

Our Wednesday afternoon, our Year 5 Girls’ Football Team won all 4 matches and 
did not concede a single goal. Working as a solid team they were on top form. Our 
best winning score was 10-0. Mr Garwood says they have worked so hard and 
deserved the trophy and he is sure there will be many more to come. Big thank you 
to the parents for their continued support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 3/4 Boys’ Team played some amazing football too, only conceding 2 
goals through all their matches. Unfortunately, they lost in the semis on penalties. 
An amazing group of boys who are sure to have some great wins to come. 
Massive thank you to Darren Prime for coaching the boys’ team. 






