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Parents’ Evening 
It was lovely to meet so many Parents’ on 
Monday and Wednesday. 87% of our parents 
booked an appointment. Thank you for your 
support. Your child is much more likely to be 
successful; in school when we work together.   
 
Parental Supervision on the Internet 
What level of supervision is appropriate? 
 
https://voicebox.site/article/parental-supervision-

how-far-too-far 
 

Attendance 
Great news! Our attendance since September is 
96.3%. It dropped a little this week but we are still 
aiming for 97% across the year. Thank you for 
your support. 

The Gusford Gazette 
Collect a Halloween Trail entry form from the school office. The Trail will be set ready 

for half term. Good luck. 

Asda Cashpot for Schools 
You have raised over £526 for the school by 
shopping at Asda. Thank you. All you have to do 
is download the Asda rewards app and scan it at 
the till. 43 days to go! 
 

https://groceries.asda.com/event/asda-rewards 
 

 

Autumn Photography Competition 
Take a photo of anything related to Autumn, send 
it in (e-mail/FB/X) with your child’s name and 
class and we will enter it into the competition. 
Winning entry will feature in our newsletter. 

 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?

vanity=gusfordprimaryschool&set=a.1221812947
76091005 

 
 

School Santa Fun Run 8th December 
Everyone who takes part in our 2K Santa Fun 
Run (Walk or Push) on the school field on 
Sunday 8th December 10.00am will receive a 
Santa hat before the run and a medal and bag of 
chocolate coins afterwards. No entry fee but you 
will need to complete an entry form below by 1st 
December.  
 

https://forms.gle/97D4ewp5UbwvjRTL8  
 

Polite Notice 
 
Hospitals and Police Stations all have a set of 
guidelines that they expect members of the 
public to follow. At Gusford, we have a good 
relationship with our Parents and Carers and it 
is rare for   Parents to get upset or frustrated 
with Staff but disagreements do occur and we 
accept that theses discussions can sometimes 
be emotive. However, School Staff  cannot be 
placed in upsetting or dangerous situations or 
expected to respond to abusive 
communications, or to attend meetings where 
parents are behaving aggressively. This is not 
acceptable. It's a criminal offence to cause “a 
nuisance or disturbance” on school premises. 
This means that complainants can be legally 
removed from the site if they are acting in an 
abusive or threatening way. This has rarely 
been necessary but I like to think our Staff treat 
parents with kindness and respect and we 
therefore expect the same politeness in return. 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
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Reading 
Reading with your child is the single most 
important thing you can do at home to ensure 
the children are successful in school. Please 
make time for it everyday. You can help with 
reading in lots of different ways: 
 
1. Discuss what you think might happen next in a 

story 
2. You read a sentence, paragraph or page then 

they read a sentence, paragraph or page (you 
can either read it first and get your child to re-
read it or just take turns, you do a page, I do a 
page) 

3. Read it at the same time 
4. Compare the story to other stories  
5. Ask questions about the book they have read 

(retrieval questions-Who ate Little Red Riding 
Hood? The answer to these are in the text. Or 
try questions which require inference-Why do 
you think the wolf was so angry? You have to 
use clues from the text and your experiences 
outside the story to answer these) 

 
Curriculum 
Lots of our parents want to help with their 
children's learning in school. This is great. The 
class and curriculum pages on the school 
website contain lots of information about what 
the children will be learning this year and how 
best to support them. 
 

https://gusford-primary-school.schudio.com/
curriculum  

 
Reading Survey 
Thank you for filling in the one minute survey. It 
was reassuring to see over 90% of the children 
generally feel safe, have a sense of belonging 
and understand our behaviour system. We do 
want some more feedback though and have 
included a link to a short reading survey: 
 

https://forms.gle/ciYS8Aias8g5hBvu6 
 
 

Parent View Ofsted Questionnaire 
Thank you for completing the Parent View 
Questionnaire. We still have lots of work to do 
but it was lovely to read that everyone who 
completed the survey (100%) would recommend 
the school to a friend. In most other categories 
(safety/expectations/behaviour) the responses 
were, on average, a positive 80% strongly agree 
and a positive 20% agree to most questions. 
Thank you. 

 Whole School Diary Dates 
Share Sessions 

• Nursery - Monday 21st October 10:30 - 11:30am 

• Reception - Monday 21st October 2:00 - 3:15pm 

• Year 1 & 2 - Tuesday 22nd October 2:15 - 3:15pm 

• Year 3 & 4 - Wednesday 23rd October 2:15 - 3:15pm 

• Year 5 and 6 - Thursday 24th October 2:15 - 3:15pm 
 
Halloween Trail. Week beginning 28th October. 
 
Flu Vaccinations. Monday 4th November and ‘mop up’ on 
Tuesday 10th December. 
 
Year 2 to Foxburrow Farm. Tuesday 5th November. 
 

Attendance Celebration. Thursday 7th November. Invites to 
follow (this year we will be awarding bronze, silver and gold 
certificates). 
 

Rainbow Day. Friday 8th November. Non-uniform for Rainbow 
Raffle donations (see poster attached). 
 

Remembrance Day Service in School and Bluey Children at 
Ipswich Cemetery. Monday 11th November. 
 

Sunday 17th November. The Gusford Gambol (community 
walk) to Chantry Park. Everyone welcome 10.00-12.30pm. Meet 
in the school car park. 
 

Suffolk 1 present 'A Chorus Line' (Teen edition) for Year 6 
Tuesday 19th November 1.30pm. 
 

School Christmas Fair. Saturday 23rd November.11am-
3.00pm. 
 

Year 1 Town discovery walk. Monday 25th November. 
 

Year 6 Drone coding workshop. Wednesday 27th November. 
 

Santa Fun Run on School field. Sunday 8th December. Run, 
walk or jog. Everyone gets a Santa hat and a medal. 
 

Year 1 and Year 2 to theatre to see Pinocchio. Tuesday 10th 
December. 
 

New Reception Open Evenings 
Wednesday 23rd October 10.15am-11.15am 
Tuesday 12th November  5pm-6pm 
Thursday 12th December 3pm - 4pm 
 

Christmas Performances 
Thursday  5th December EYFS 2pm 
Friday 6th December EYFS 2pm 
Monday 16th December Y1 and 2   2pm 
Tuesday 17th December Y1 and 2  2pm 
 

Christmas Lunch. Wednesday 11th December. 
 

Gusford Christmas Jumper Day. Friday 13th December. 
 

Blue Christmas (in support of ITFC). Come to school wearing 
blue. £1.00 donation. All money raised to the ITFC Foundation. 
Friday 20th December. 

Working Party (Ground Clearance) 
This coming Sunday, we would like to clear the 
Ivy and the bushes by the green gate on the 
KS1 side of the school next to the car park. We 
eventually want to lay a cement base and put up 
the Friends of Gusford shed. If you are free 2.00
-4.00pm and want to join me then come along 
with some gloves and if you have them: loppers, 
a saw, possibly a small hand axe and some sec-
ateurs. Thank you. 
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https://forms.gle/ciYS8Aias8g5hBvu6


Blue Peter Style Badges (last week) 
A bit like a 'Blue Peter Badge', message the 
school and tell us about an activity you have 
undertaken and you could be awarded with a 
unique and stylish badge. The scheme ends 
after the October half-term, so get your 
parents to message the school, ideally with a 
photo and tell us all about something you have 
done under one of the following categories:  
 

1. Performing arts (dance, learning a poem, 
debating) 

2. Sport (being active) 
3. Sustainability (looking after the 

environment)  
4. earning (reading, writing, science, maths, 

art)  
5. Community (caring for others)  
6. Music (singing, instruments)  
7. Home Help (cooking, cleaning, gardening)  
8. Lucky '7' if you earn all 7 badges  
 

Communications 
We communicate with parents in a variety of  
ways: 

Wellbeing Ambassadors 
In assembly on Monday, Miss Gooch gave out 
the Wellbeing Ambassador badges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Autumn Days 
Maria found this amazing coloured leaf. Leaves 
are usually green. Can you tell me why they 
change colour in Autumn? 
 
 

Halloween Trail 
 
Over the half-term holiday, you can take part in a short 
Halloween trail in and around Gusford. Starting outside 
the school, visit the shops, the garage and the pub and 
collect the Halloween clues (letters) on display in the 
windows. Write them down and see if you can decipher 
the ghostly hidden word. Collect an entry form from the 
school office (available from Monday 21st October-trail  
starts Saturday 26th October) and message me your 
photos on our school FB or X pages. One lucky winner 
will receive a Halloween ‘Baddie’ Bag. 
 

• Newsletter 
• Parentmail 
• Facebook/Twitter 
• School website 
• Parents’ evenings 
• Reports home 
• Reading diaries 

• Formal appointments 
• Meetings at the start 

and end of the day 
• Share sessions 
• Phone calls home 
• Parent assemblies 
• E-mails (year team) 



  Word skills   Comprehension skills   Attitude and interest 

 

  

 

  

  

 

Read all the words    
correctly. 
Read familiar words       
independently  
Found some words    
difficult. 
Noticed certain patterns 
in words (same sound at 
start/same sound in the 
middle/same sound at 
end) 
Tried hard to work out new 
words. 
Worked out new words by 
sounding them out and   
blending. 
Needs to practice again to    
reinforce the words. 
Was able to work out new 
words using the pictures to 
help. 
Used the picture cues and the 
first sound of a word to work 
out words 
Self-corrected own errors              
independently. 
Read the book fluently. 
Reading  sounded a little    
robotic 
Able to read the book with lots 
of help. 
Read the words following adult 
support. 
Read the words at the same 
time as the adult. 
Spotted the exclamation mark/
question mark/full-stop/
comma/speech marks. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Understood the story well. 
Good discussion about events 
in the story. 
Retold the story in detail. 
Able to predict what might 
happen next. 
Enjoyed discussing the       
setting. 
Could talk about the story             
confidently. 
Could identify the characters 
in the book. 
Answered questions about 
the content of the book. 
Needs to read again to im-
prove understanding. 
Used the pictures to help with 
their understanding. 
Needed lots of help to         
understand the main events. 
Did not understand what they 
read. 
Compared the story to the film. 
Made a link to other similar 
stories. 
Understood why the author 
used  certain words. 
Didn’t think the title matched 
the story. 
Came up with a different    
ending. 
Could summarise the story  
after reading. 
  

 

 

 
  

Was excited and motivated to 
read.  
Enjoyed the story because … 
Fantastic expression. 
Would benefit from reading 
the book again to improve 
fluency. 
Has learnt all about…and 
could explain in own words. 
Struggled to concentrate. 
Was reluctant to read tonight. 
Found the book too hard to 
read. 
Wants to read more stories 
from the same author. 
Prefers fiction/non-fiction. 
Went to the library to find an-
other similar book. 
Wrote a book recommendation. 
Read out loud to… 
Accurately followed the words 
with his/my finger. 
Wants to write a story of their 
own. 

Ideas for Comments to Write in Reading Records  
 

Listed below are some comments which may help you when writing in your child’s reading record 
to describe how your child has read to you at home. The statements below are just a guide; please 
feel free to alter the wording and write what best suits your experiences.   













 

 




