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Honey and Harvey 
We had 48 entries (photos) into the Honey and 
Harvey Hare competition. We made a spinner 
(see FB) where you can find out who won the 
voucher. 
 
Book Challenge 
Andrew Marsh at Dial Lane Books has come up 
with a very interesting reading/writing competition. 
He is going to provide the school with 10 copies of 
'The Beanstalk Murder’ by P.G. Bell (we'll buy 
another 10) and give them out to the children who 
want to take part. Each child then reads the book 
and adds their own chapter, set after the book 
ends (closing date September 25-start of term). 
We already have four children who want to take 
part, so let me know if you are interested. 
 
 
 

The Gusford Gazette 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly and BBQ 
On Thursday, we held our Y6 Leavers’ Assembly. 
It was lovely to see all our parents together for 
one final time. After school we also held our 
Leavers’ BBQ on the school field. We wish the 
best of luck to all the children in Year 6. We will 
miss you all and you are welcome back anytime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Reception Time Trial 
Our Reception children showed real skill and no 
little bravery during the balance bike time trial on 
Monday. Thank you for setting it up Mr Bland and 
Mr Garwood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We break up on Friday 18th July and return on Wednesday 3rd of September-The Staff 
and I would also like to thank you for your gifts and messages of support. 

 Gusford Diary Dates 
 
End of Term 6. Friday 18th July. We return after the Summer holiday on 
Wednesday 3rd September. 
 
Year 3 to Owl Sanctuary. Wednesday 24th September. 
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning. Friday 26th September 
 
Bluey Club. Stay and Play. Sunday 28th September 
 
Year 4 to Kentwell Hall. Monday 29th September 
 
Black History Month. Wednesday 1st October 
 
Seed Bombing (all welcome). Sunday 5th October 
 
Individual Photos. Monday 6th October. 
 
Year 2 to Foxburrow Farm. Tuesday 7th October. 
 
Ipswich Star Reception photos. Week beginning Monday 13th October 
 
Community Walk. Sunday 19th October. Meet 10.00am at school 
 
Beauty and the Beast Panto, Friday 11th November. 
 
Year 2 Alice in Wonderland Trip. Tuesday 2nd December 
 
Bluey and SYC Alice in Wonderland. Tuesday 9th December 
 
ITFC Blue Day (non-uniform). Friday 19th December. 
 
Two Johns Internet Safety. Tuesday 13th January 2026 
 
Choir at Young Voices O2. Tuesday 20th January 2026 
 
Year 6 Residential Monday 1st June– Wednesday 3rd June 2026 



Rotary Club Visitors 
On Tuesday, Robin and his friends from Rotary visited 
school, and spoke to the children about the importance 
of hard work and effort. The will be back next year to 
run a technology challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad (Glory Days) 
Brad, artist and old boy, has drawn this amazing picture 
of our school. We are going to frame it and put it up in 
our entrance area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

End of Term 
Please note we break up on Friday 18th July and return 
on Wednesday 3rd September. If you need to contact 
the school  in case of emergencies then you can e-mail: 
 
 

admin@gusfordprimary.net 
 

If you see me doing my charity work in town, or litter 
picking in Chantry then come up and say the magic 
words “Gusford, Gusford—better than banana 
custard…” and you will win a hag stone necklace on 
your return in September. 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
If you want to attend the Dial Lane Books children's 
book club you can pick up a free book from my office 
and read it ready to meet the author on Sunday 27th 
July at 3.00pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suffolk Young Carers 
On Wednesday, Mrs Hanley took our Young Carers to 
Felixstowe for the day. They had a lovely time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goodbye  
Not only are we saying goodbye to the Year 6 children 
but several staff are moving on too. Mr Park has done a 
brilliant job in Year 5 this year, he will be taking up a 
permanent contract elsewhere. Miss Grieg has been a 
great asset in our Reception class since Christmas. 
Miss Mair has completed a great three terms in Year 1. 
Miss Doorman is leaving to train as a teacher and Miss 
Harden is carrying on as a teaching assistant but a little 
closer to home in another school. As you also know, 
Mrs Heard, who has worked in the front office for 25 
years has decided to retire... 25 years! What an 
amazing effort. Well done to everyone and good luck.  
 
Hello 
In terms of ‘hello’, we are looking forward to working 
with our new Assistant Headteacher, Mr Hammond, in 
September and can’t wait to get going. Welcome Mr 
Hammond. 
 
Have an enjoyable and safe summer holiday and I look 
forward to seeing you again, at the gate, on 
Wednesday 3rd September. 
 

Mr Carley 
I know lots of you have already heard the news, Mr 
Carley our Caretaker for many years, sadly passed 
away earlier this week. Lots of the staff remember him 
very fondly. Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
wife, Nadine and his children Jane, Matthew and 
David along with his wider family and friends. Jane is 
hoping to plant a tree in his name in our Bungalow 
garden where they lived happily as part of the Gusford 
family from 1985 until very recently.  

https://www.facebook.com/diallanebooks?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV9QaxIW5T1JinqEF5S_wDuaryAWTN0FOgubAoLE2cIU_3eI7UHT_ROUx1m0VcLdK_Y66fb4QAp9XlgT_yov6F7FSWJLlIi-ulguzTSMJu8gQfRL77a8ffQ-qFJ5OLjIaJYGI4JgGyM21zyGzZORSWU&__tn__=-%5dK*F


PE kit and changing arrangements for 
next year 

We have listened to feedback from parents over the course of the last 
year and decided to slightly change our PE kit for the juniors (Years 
3,4,5 and 6) commencing in September. We hope this maintains the high 
expectations we have for all our children in terms of school uniform and 
also gives the opportunity for the younger children to work on getting 
changed independently. 

All children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be required to come to school in 
their PE kit on their PE days.  

They will need to wear black shorts/leggings/jogging bottoms, a black 
zipped hoody, a new logo PE T shirt and black/white trainers. The school 
will be providing each child in these year groups, for this year only, their 
first PE T shirt. The children have already been measured up and will be 
given their new PE T Shirt in September. 

The other items of PE kit are not to be branded items, these can be pur-
chased from local supermarkets. 

Additional PE T shirts can be purchased from PMG school shop in the 
town centre (available from Monday). If you lose the T Shirt the school 
has provided you with, it will be your responsibility to replace it.  

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/ 

All other year groups (Reception, Years 1 and 2) will still need to bring 
their PE kit to school to get changed into on their PE days. Their PE kit is 
a green round neck T shirt, black shorts/leggings/jogging bottoms, a 
black zipped hoody and black/white plain trainers. As they move up 
through the school into year 3, you will then be required to buy them a 
school logo PE T shirt. 

Many thanks 
 
Stephen Tapley 
Headteacher. 

https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/


A message from the Friends of Gusford (FoG) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow!! What an amazing total raised from our events this year. This will all go back 

into school for resources and experiences for the children.  
 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped plan and run the events and to every-

one who came and spent towards this total. Did you know FOG has actually raised 

over £33,000 since it was set up in 2019? 
 

Our chair and treasurer are leaving at the end of this school year as their child 

moves onto high school so if you’d like to be part of this amazing team going for-

wards (especially if you’d like to take the lead as chair) then we’d love to hear from 

you. All committee roles will be up for nomination and appointment at the AGM 

when the new school year starts. 
 

We have had a fantastic year raising funds and getting these back into school for 

the children to enjoy. We’d love to see some new faces and energy for FoG next 

school year so please get in touch at FoG@gusfordprimaryschool.net or through 

our Facebook if you’d be interested 
 

Thank you as always 
 

Friends of Gusford  



Absence Reporting 
  
We are now at a stage where we can move absence reporting over to 
Arbor rather than ParentMail.  This will take effect from Monday 30th 
June.  You can still call the school office to report absences or pop into 
the office, but you will no longer be able to do this on ParentMail. 
  
To do this on Arbor, log onto your account, click the 3 little lines in the 
bottom left hand corner, click attendance, and here you can log your 
childs absence.  You can only do it on the day of absence so please 
ensure you report their absence on a daily basis. 
  
All absences must be reported by 9am. 
  
Many thanks 
Carly Ling 
Admissions and Admin 
Gusford Primary School 
Monday - Friday 8.45am - 1.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Top-up School Payments 
  
Please be advised that you can now only top up your childs dinner 
balance on Arbor. This is no longer available on ParentMail. 
  
All balances have been now transferred over to Arbor. To top up your 
account, log onto Arbor, on the 'accounts' section this will show you your 
current balance. Click on this and you will then be able to top up. 
  
If you have any issues, please contact the school office. 
 
Thank you for your patience. 
 
 
 














