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The Gusford Gazette 

Welcome Back 
We had a super first week back. The children 
generally seemed pleased to be in school, 
perhaps it’s the routine; it was lovely to see. 
Great in lessons and calm and kind outside. 
 

Photography 
Our photography comp runs for the whole of 
January. We have five age categories: 
 

EYFS (Nursery and Reception)  
KS1 (Year 1 and 2)  
LKS2 (Year 3 and 4)  
UKS2 (Year 5 and 6)  
Open (11+ including adults)  
 

The theme is simply 'January'. Take a photo and 
send it to school on our FB page either in 
Comments or by Direct Message. Winners to be 
announced on 1st February.  

 

Facebook  
 

Earrings 
Please note we only allow studs or small hoops in 
school during the day and no earrings in PE. 
 
Coats 
On cold days, please send your child to school 
with a coat (named) and encourage them to wear 
it. Thank you. 
 

Snowy Weather 
Safety is always our first concern but we are in the 
fortunate position to have enough members of staff 
who can walk to school whatever the weather. This 
means we will be able to stay open on almost all 
days unless our heating, water or other connected 
services breakdown. We would suggest you send 
your children to school in wellington boots (shoes 
in a bag) with gloves and a coat if it snows as we 
will be playing outside. If it really does snow 
heavily it might also be sensible to send the 
children in with a packed lunch just in case we are 
waiting on a food delivery. In my experience most 
roads are cleared by mid morning on snow days so 
a later start might also be an option. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back (and thank you for the Christmas cards and presents) 

 Gusford Diary Dates (certain dates subject to change) 
 

January Photography Competition; ’Winter Watch’. Runs all through 
January. Send photos to school FB page. 
 
Bikeability  
Group 1  26th to 29th January 
Group 2  2nd to 5th February 
 
Two Johns Internet Safety. Tuesday 13th January 2026  
 
Year 6 Drone Workshop. Wednesday 14th January 2026 
 
Big Schools’ Bird Watch. Friday 16th January 2026  
 
Choir at Young Voices O2. Tuesday 20th January 2026  
 
Henry VIII Commemoration. Wednesday 28th January 2026 
 
Parents’ Evenings. Monday 2nd and Wednesday 4th February 2026 
 
Reception Screening. Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd February 2026 
 
World Cancer Awareness Day. Wednesday 4th February 2026  
 
NSPCC Number Day. Friday 6th February 2026  
 
Reception Toy Workshop. Tuesday 10th February 2026 
 
Year 6 Cambridge Visit. Wednesday 11th February 2026 
 
Performing Arts Festival. Thursday 26th February 2026  
 
World Book Day. Thursday 5th March 2026  
 
Year 3 to Christchurch Park. Tuesday 10th March 2026 
 
Red Nose Day Friday Friday 13th March 2026  
 
Year 5 Stargazing Sleepover. Friday 20th March 2026 
 
Year 4 Residential. 29th April to 1st May 2026 
 
Lentonbrook Foundation (Mark Ashton) Charity Day. . Friday 24th 
April 2026 
 
KS2 SATs week. Monday 11th to Friday 15th  May 2026 
 

Year 3 to Leiston. Monday 11th and Monday 18th May 2026 
 
Tour de Gusford. Bike race on school field. Sunday 17th May 2026 
 
Year 6 Residential  
Monday 1st June–Wednesday 3rd June 2026 
 
Rainbow Day  
Friday 5th June 2026 
 

Suffolk Day  
Friday 19th June (for Sunday 21st June) 
 

Sports Days 
Tuesday 16th June Reception 1.30pm 
Wednesday 17th June Y5/6 1.30pm  
Thursday 18th June Y3/4 1.30pm  
Friday 19th June Y1/2 1.30pm  
Monday 22nd June Nursery 9.45am 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122241253664091005&type=3


Book Club 
First Children's Book Group of the year is on 
Sunday 25th January 3.00pm Dial Lane Books 
Come and collect a book from my office if you want 
to go.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Considerate Parking 
Please consider where you park at the start and 
the end of the day. If you park on the pavement it 
really can cause problems for children and parents 
walking to and from school. The Traffic Wardens 
will be about next week. 
 
Henry VIII and our Archery Contest 
Last year, Chloe and Dobby (horse) helped us 
commemorate the life of Henry VIII who died on 
28th January in 1547. Henry is the King most 
closely connected to our school (hence the logo).  
 
Henry VIII was a huge proponent of archery, 
passing laws to enforce practice for all able-bodied 
men, seeing it as crucial for national defence, and 
even demonstrating his own skill, while his navy 
used archers extensively to attack enemy ships 
before boarding, with finds from the Mary Rose 
revealing elite archers served, highlighting the 
longbow's continued importance despite early 
gunpowder.  
 
After school on Wednesday 28th January, we are 
running an archery competition on the school field. 
£1.00 entry fee for two arrows 10 metres from 
shooting line to target. Hit the five pound note to 
win (limit 1x£5 win per person). All money raised to 
the school pantry. See poster attached. Just turn 
up and queue. 
 
Next Week in School 
On Tuesday The Two Johns return to talk to the 
children about on-line safety. On Wednesday Y6 
have a Drone Workshop and on Friday we will be 
taking part in the RSPB Big Schools’ Bird Watch. 
 
Maths Challenge 
If it is -5 degrees centigrade outside and it gets 2 
degrees warmer, what is the temperature now?  If 
it was -5 and we needed to subtract -2 would we 
get the same answer?  

Social Media 
Most social media platforms have an age 
restriction of 13. If your child is using one of 
these platforms then it really is up to parents to 
monitor their child’s use. I would initially 
suggest parents consider a two week phone 
ban if any child uses their phone 
inappropriately. 
 

 
Performing Arts Festival  
Thursday 26th February 6.00pm in the 
Conference Room (next to the school library). 
 
Year 2 and under: The Sound Collector 
Year 3 and 4: Please Mrs Butler 
Year 5 and 6: Sea Fever 
 
I can send you a copy of the poem or you can 
take it from our Facebook page.  
 

Poems 
 
If you want to enter send me a direct message 
or let me know at the gate by February 14th 
Valentines Day.  
 
Singing Circle 
On Friday, lots of the children bravely stepped 
into the singing circle. Follow us on FB to see 
some of their amazing performances. 
 
Thank You 
Thank you for the very generous donations this 
week. Very useful in our EYFS area and 
particularly Mr Garwood’s Wraparound Den. 
 

Attendance Matters 
 
Attendance 
Our attendance this year is 95.2%. The 
national average for primary schools over the 
same period is 94.5%  Our target is 97%. 
 

Coughs and colds 
If you are uncertain whether to send your child 
to school or not then please follow the NHS 
advice below. 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
We have just launched the Valentines 
Attendance Tracker. Let’s see if you can 
complete this term without missing a day. 

https://www.facebook.com/diallanebooks?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbpxmZpFvNqawZ3jUxvaW_UCLr-rp5flbjWQ2KhXPTxS3TCsXH7sdZJheo7JmoQBQN35q-Z3nCzofM213NYXvkwCDY1Zwd1vJXw4QtqTCzmr_i_CabvP1sVeoU30Rr091nPeq9J-J9MKkcDg8hBF_5G&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/gusfordprimaryschool/posts/pfbid02nyd5XL7asYY6ZjuvfsJNVAQAD8PLt1WgcE97SLrqWwNcVs96zSTwvVAuy1iBCYagl
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwM1dUcUc0cUl2U0dZZHZ5VXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7uQv9qKyNllKft7sWRKV_ndgfzRVnLGB9KfwQTJubB0mTiDHeyhiDa7VgZDw_aem_R4AgW-ATFy75ULNq0wGdow






Income based Free School Meals 

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are offered infant free school meals re-
gardless of income. However, you may be entitled to additional support, whatever 
year group your child(ren) are in, through the income based free school meals 
scheme £1,515 (25-26) This gives you numerous other benefits (support in school, 
money off uniform and school trips). Your child may be able to get income based 
free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Work-
ing Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income 
must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get). 

 

 

 Ring or pop in for more information or ask us to help complete the application. 






