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	Year 4 



In Year 4 this half term, we will learn a lot about different types of animals! We will follow the story of the Russian Blue cat Varjak Paw in the book by SF Said, as well as learning about animal and plant habitats in Science. Our learning about world countries and climates will support this too, helping us to understand why animals and plants thrive in certain locations.









English
As Readers, we will be reading the story of Varjak Paw by SF Said and working on our retrieval and inference skills as well as learning new vocabulary.

As Writers, we will learn to write engaging character and setting descriptions of the characters in Varjak Paw using interesting vocabulary and figurative language. We will also learn how to write a non-chronological report using appropriate conjunctions and increasingly varied sentence structures.
Maths 
As Mathematicians, we will be continuing to develop our understanding of the formal written methods of addition and subtraction.

Then, we will learn how to calculate the area of 2D shapes.

We will focus on our 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 times tables, as well as other multiplication skills.

Learning our times tables is an important part of Year 4 maths, so we will continue to practise these to build our fluency and accuracy. 
Science
As Scientists, we will learn about living things and their habitats.
We will learn that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. We will use classification keys to help group, identify and name a living things in our local and wider environment.
We will also recognise that environments can change, positively and negatively, and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things.
 
PSHE 
Our focus this half term will be on keeping ourselves safe both online and in our local area. We will learn what we can do to help ourselves stay safe online and who to ask for help if we need it, including discussing the safe sharing of information online and the appropriate use of websites and apps.

We will learn about ways to keep safe as we become more independent in our local area, who works in our community to keep us safe  and who we can ask for help.

			Geography 
As geographers, we will develop our locational knowledge and map skills to study world maps. 

We will identify the equator and the northern and southern hemispheres and the Arctic and Antarctic Circle and learn about their significance. 

P.E.
In PE, we will be learning how to play netball, focusing on passing, catching, intercepting and footwork, as well as beginning to think tactically about our role within a team.

We will also develop our performance skills in dance, working in unison and in canon with others in formation.

Art 
As artists, we will begin by learning to draw objects to appear as though they are 3-dimensional, using shading to create light and shadow. We will then develop our ability to draw using proportion before creating images using scissors that we can use for printing.























Music
We will continuing our instrumental lessons, learning either the clarinet, trumpet or violin!

We will learn how to play different notes, including reading these notes within pieces of music, as well as developing our knowledge of rhythm and pulse. We will also be able to bring our instruments home to practice.


    
Computing
In computing, we will learn about programming. We will begin by learning about algorithms and how to use them to program an object.

We will then use Scratch to learn how to write an algorithm and program our sprite to move around and follow a set of instructions.
R.E. 
In RE this half term, we will be learning about the Christmas story and its significance to Christians. We will discuss the symbols associated with the Christmas story as well as debating which part of the Christmas story is the most important to Christians.


Spanish
In Spanish, we will be learning how to talk about our families and the people around us, building on our learning last half term about introducing ourselves.

We will be able to describe people and use the possessive form to say ‘my…’.

We will also learn how to count up to 100 confidently. 
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