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Curriculum Information - Spring 2
	Year 4


In Year 4 this half term, we will be learning all about natural disasters in geography! We will focus in particular on earthquakes, considering when, how, why and where these occur. In science, we will explore the human body, learning all about our wonderful digestive systems. We will explore Sri Lanka in our reading book for this half term, ‘The Girl Who Stole an Elephant’, following the adventure of Chala and her friends.









English
As Readers, we will be reading ‘The Girl Who Stole an Elephant’ by Nizrana Farook. We will explore this adventurous tale set in Sri Lanka whilst developing our retrieval, inference and summarising skills.

We will also use this book to inform our writing practice, focusing on building our narrative and suspense skills first before working on some letter writing. In grammar, we will focus on sentence structure, in particular adding subordinate clauses to our sentences to add detail.
Maths 
As Mathematicians, we will be learning all about fractions, including representing them in different ways and learning about how they fit on a number line. We will think about adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator and how to make one whole. We will extend our learning to include mixed numbers and improper fractions.

Afterwards, we will link our fractions understanding to learning about decimals up to two decimal places.
Science
As Scientists, we will learn all about the digestive system. We will begin by learning about our teeth, including what job each of our different teeth types does as well as how we can best look after our teeth. We will then explore the rest of our food’s journey through the digestive system, learning the names and functions of our organs.
We will conclude our learning by discussing food chains involving animals and plants from different habitats, deciding which animals are predators and which are prey.
 
PSHE 
We continue this half term with our theme of ‘Living in the Wider World’.

Our focus this half term will begin with learning about data, including how it is shared online and how it can be used. This will link to our online safety work in computing as we think about how to keep ourselves safe online. We will then move on to learning about the role of money, managing money by saving and budgeting and what is meant by key terms like ‘loan’ and ‘interest’.

			Geography 
As Geographers, we will be learning about natural disasters, in particular earthquakes. We will begin with the structure of the Earth and its layers, including how the Earth’s crust is made up of tectonic plates. We will then learn about how these plates cause earthquakes, as well as considering the impact on the human population.

P.E.
In PE, we will be learning how to play cricket, focusing on learning the rules and improving our striking and fielding.
We will also be learning about Outdoor and Adventurous Activities. We will develop our problem solving skills through a range of challenges as well as improving our knowledge of map reading, identifying symbols and following routes.

Design Technology 
In DT this half term, we will hold the Great Gusford Bake Off! We will begin with learning about kitchen safety and hygiene before evaluating different types of biscuits. Next, we will bake a simple biscuit recipe before adapting the recipe with extra ingredients based on our groups’ design. We will evaluate our recipes to see the success of our designs.























Music
We will continuing our instrumental lessons, learning either the clarinet, trumpet or violin!

We will learn how to play different notes, including reading these notes within pieces of music, as well as developing our knowledge of rhythm and pulse. We will also be able to bring our instruments home to practice.


    
Computing
In computing, we will further develop our knowledge of programming using Scratch. We will focus in particular on the use of variables in programming scripts to give different options, before working towards creating a quiz using Scratch software.

In our online safety learning, we will focus on our online self-image and identity.
R.E. 
In RE this half term, we will be learning about Christianity, with a particular focus on forgiveness linked to the Easter story. 

We will learn about people’s beliefs about Easter, the main people involved and why forgiveness plays an important role in the main events. 

Spanish
In Spanish, we will be learning about ‘la clase’ (‘the class’).

We will aim to remember and recall the Spanish words for 12 classroom objects with their indefinite article, as well as saying and writing what we have and do not have in our pencil case. We will also practice replacing an indefinite article with a possessive adjective.  
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