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	Gusford Primary School Curriculum Information 
Year 5 - Autumn 1



Kindness                Honesty                Respect                Confidence                Responsibility




Maths
In maths we will begin with a unit on place value, representing numbers up to 1,000,000, using a variety of mathematical equipment and diagrams. The children will learn to round, compare and order numbers up to 1,000,000, drawing on their knowledge of place value.
Before half-term, we will move on to addition and subtraction. As well as practising their written methods, the children will develop their problem-solving skills. Some of these challenges will have two steps and the children will be encouraged to show their working throughout.

 


Science
In science we will be finding out about Earth and Space. We will start by learning about the features of the planets in our solar system, and their movement.  In addition, we will investigate why we have day and night. The children will develop their explanations of this and  understanding day and night in different parts of the world. Lastly, we will find out our about the movement of the moon.

Please make every effort to observe the sky at night, with your child, this half term. Notice how the moon changes, where the sun rises, where the sun sets and at which times. Can you spot any patterns?
 


English
In English we will be reading a fantastic book called “Boy in the Tower” by Polly Ho-Yen. We will be using this text to further develop our reading skills, exploring new vocabulary and making inferences. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As writers, we will use The Write Stuff by Jane Considine to create our own narrative piece inspired by the text  Zoo‘Zoo ‘by Anthony Browne.  We will be creating suspense and drama within our writing to recount a family trip to a zoo and use emotive language through and the lenses of the fantastics  to enhance our independent writing. 
Throughout, we will be concentrating on accuracy of punctuation, spelling and handwriting.
 






What can you do at home?
Read regularly - why not visit the library and find a book on Space?
Look at the night sky - what can you identify? Can you plot the phases of the moon over a month? 
Show your child where the sun rises/sets at your house.
Research a current space mission.


What can you do out and about?

Further afield: Visit the National Space Centre in Leicester



			Art
In art, we will be focussing on drawing. Initially, we will look at the prominent German artist from the Great war - Kathe Kollwitz. Inspired by her work, we will learn how to draw faces whilst capturing a variety of emotions in charcoal.  We then will study Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ and create compositions in his style depicting the brutality and suffering during WW1. Finally, our symbolic drawing will be presented using  tone.


History 
In history, we will be learning about the causes that lead up to the start of World War 1. Initially, we will be  plotting significant events in chronological order on a timeline. We then will study some of these events in detail before analysing the effects and impact they had on society, specifically focussing on the change of women’s roles during that period.

PSHE
In PSHE we will be thinking about the “Zones of Regulation”. The children will continue to develop their own understanding of their own emotions and how these affect their behaviour. We will talk about and try different strategies for managing “big feelings” and encouraging the children to put these in to practice, both at home and at school.

RE
In RE we will be exploring and identifying how Sikhs show commitment.  This will include finding out about the importance of Langar and its role in Sikhism. We will also learn about how some followers of the Sikh faith show their commitment through undertaking a pilgrimage to the Golden Temple in the north of India.
























Spanish
In Spanish, we will be learning vocabulary about pets. We will identify the names of types of popular pets. We will use our speaking skills to ask others if they own any pets and how to reply to this question. We will also expand our reading and listening skills in this unit in order to decode spoken and written Spanish.



    
PE
In PE, the three classes will follow slightly different timetables.

Merlin: Netball and Commando Joe’s (team building).

Kestrel: Netball and Dance

Robin:Swimming and Netball

Each class will swim for a term during the year.

Music
In music we will be learning a Sea Shanty, exploring the rhythms used and developing body percussion sounds to go with it. We will also be considering accompaniments, and using bass notes and chords to create these. All this will lead up to rehearsing and then performing as a class or year group. We are sure to find a friendly audience!


Computing
In computing, for our online safety lesson we will focus on self-image and identity. We will then explore computer systems and networks. This will include using a range of search engines, how to search effectively by using key words and how to identify inaccurate information.
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