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Curriculum Information Spring 2 
	Year 5
Lifecycles and the Amazon


In Geography, we explore different biomes around the world and look at their climate and range of habitats within them. We study the Amazon Rainforest as an example of a particular biome and look at the array of plant life and living things that have become adapted to survive there. We also look at the human impact on the rainforest by identifying the natural resources there and how humans have used and exploited them and then we finish our topic by considering how to conserve them.   
In Science, we develop our understanding of living things and their habitats by looking at how plants reproduce as well as the life cycles of different classes within the animal kingdom such as mammals, insects and amphibians. We develop our scientific thinking by focusing on observation skills and how to accurately record and present what we find. 











PSHE
Our learning for this term focuses on Living in the Wider World. We consider how to live in a community by thinking about how to look after our local environment and how to get help in an emergency. We extend this to thinking about the online world and the use of online content and information. Finally, we look at money and work by thinking about where money comes from, the balance between saving and spending, making choices with our money and how to keep track of what you save and spend. In addition, we have another workshop with our PCSO on exploitation.  
Science
Our science topic this half term is Living Things and their Habitats. We begin by looking at plants and how they reproduce. We progress to look at animals and compare the lifecycles of different mammals to identify the similarities and differences. We build on this by comparing the lifecycles of insects and amphibians and explain them using scientific vocabulary. Our scientific working skills are developed through careful observation and recording and we look back at the work of Victorian naturalists to copy their precise drawings and explanations of the living world.  

Maths 
In Maths we continue the unit ‘decimals and percentages’ and learn how to order, compare and round decimals and how to identify equivalence between fractions, decimals and percentages. In our ‘perimeter and area’ unit we find the perimeter of rectilinear shapes and polygons and the area of compound shapes. We finish the half term learning about ‘statistics’ focusing on understanding and interpreting line graphs and how to read and understand tables, including two-way tables. We also continue to review our previous learning and build on our arithmetic skills. 
English
 In English we are using  the historical fiction story ‘Darwin’s Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin as our inspiration for our writing this half term. We will be creating emotive diary extracts, learning how to write dramatic dialogue and how to show characterisation. We will be expanding our vocabulary and range of language structures throughout the unit. For non-fiction, we will write newspaper reports based on the story to practice using reported speech and summarising information. We will continue to develop our comprehension skills as we read the text together.  


			DT
In design and technology this term we look at structures and focus on designing, building and evaluating bridges. We consider the different types of bridges and how their design fits with their purpose. We design our own using different materials, such as straws and wood. We work collaboratively to create bridges that can hold certain weights and evaluate our products to identify successes and future improvements. 
P.E
Framlingham class continue their swimming lessons and will need their swimming kit on Mondays and PE kit on Tuesdays. 
Hedingham will be learning tennis and frisbee and need their PE kit on Mondays and Tuesdays.
Orford will be learning tennis and frisbee and will need their PE kit on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Geography 
In Geography we are looking at the Amazon Rainforest as an example of one of the world’s biomes. We develop our geographical skills when looking at the physical features by using maps. Our knowledge of the area is expanded by exploring the plants and wildlife that make it unique and then we consider the human geography by looking at the natural resources and how humans have impacted on the region. 

History
This half term we build our knowledge of the past through our other subjects. 

We discuss the work of Charles Darwin through our reading of Darwin’s Dragons in English and look at the work of Victorian naturalists in our science topic on living things and their habitats to help us present carefully observed drawings.  
























R.E 
Our RE this half term is based around Christianity and the question, ‘How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus to die?’ First, we think about what we control and plan in our lives and apply our ideas to whether God had pre-destined Jesus to die and whether Jesus was aware of it. We continue this by finding out about significant people who had a strong purpose or sense of destiny. 

Spanish 
In Spanish, our unit is called ‘Qué tiempo hace?’ or ‘What’s the weather like?’ We review our prior learning on vocabulary about the weather and learn how to ask what the weather is like today and how to answer with a variety of responses. We create a Spanish weather map and describe the weather in different regions of Spain. We focus on the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing throughout our unit. 
Music
In Year 5 our music this half term is all about the Fresh Prince of Bel Air by Will Smith. 

We will evaluate old school hip hop by appraising different pieces, using a range of games and activities to build our understanding of rhythm and tempo as well as performing the piece vocally and with instruments. We expand on this by using improvisation our own pieces. 
Computing
We begin each half term with 
[bookmark: _GoBack]e-safety and Year 5 will look at online reputation this half term. Our focus this half term is on programming and we use micro-bits to build on our knowledge of how to use blocks of actions to create an animation sequence and how to time these. We learn how to break a program down into smaller steps to program and match the algorithm to the program. 
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