	 EnglishOur topic this half term: Each week will be linked to a story in English -Traditional Tales (Settling in), Ruby’s Worries / The Worrysaurus, We're Going on a Bear Hunt, Elmer, Little Red Riding Hood, Handa’s Surprise, and Room on the Broom.

	In English, we will explore a variety of traditional tales and storybooks each week to help the children settle into Nursery routines, develop sitting and listening skills, and expand their vocabulary. Children will retell stories through role-play and creative provision. We will also focus on fine motor mark-making and forming the initial letter of their names. 

In Phonics, we will focus on Phase 1 environmental sounds, listening games, and identifying initial sounds in names and everyday objects. We will also have targeted group practice with focus sounds such as ‘S’ and ‘A’ alongside nursery rhymes and phonological awareness. 
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	Maths
	We will assess and build upon number understanding up to 5, working on subitising (instantly recognizing quantities without counting). Children will also explore mathematical vocabulary for length and height (tall/short), practice colour sorting and matching, and identify 2D shapes.
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	Science
	We will explore the natural world around us through a minibeast hunt, a leaf-sorting experiment focusing on colours and sizes, and sensory investigation (describing textures like hard, soft, smooth, and fluffy). Later in the term, we will look at winter animals, as well as light, dark, and shadows. 
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	PSHE/RSE
	Our main focus is settling the children into Nursery, building routines, and establishing positive relationships with key adults and peers. We will discuss key questions such as "What makes me special?", how we can help others, who we can trust and speak to, and explore diversity and different beliefs.
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	RE
	Children will become familiar with the places and routines around our Nursery and playground. We will learn about Harvest, explore near and far countries through Handa's Surprise, and investigate night and day. During Forest School, we will hunt for natural signs of Autumn and build a hedgehog habitat.
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	PE
	Physical activity will focus on fundamental gross motor skills, listening games, outdoor play areas, and regular ‘Squiggle’ movement sessions. Children will practice lining up, spatial awareness, and following instructions during physical play.
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	Music
	The children will have a weekly music session with Mrs Blundell, exploring classic nursery rhymes, rhythm, and beat.
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	History/Geography
	Links to understanding the world- Knowing that there are different countries in the world and looking at how people can be different from places (linked to RE).  
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	Art and DT
	Children will engage in creative sessions tied to our weekly stories, including creating self-portraits, fork-painted bears, making their own patchwork Elmer, designing fruit-themed artwork, and creating Halloween crafts.
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