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Our topics this half term: The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Being Healthy, Patterns.
Books – The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Bugs!, Oliver's Fruit Salad, Handa’s Surprise, The Story of a Butterfly.
	English
	In our English lessons, we will continue to base our learning around a range of stories each week that we explore and discuss together. We will use these stories to develop our understanding, build on our communication and language skills, and extract lots of new vocabulary. This half term these stories are based around the life-cycle of a butterfly, and around our bodies and healthy eating. Most of our learning in English will be centered around The Very Hungry Caterpillar story, where children will explore the development of a caterpillar egg to a butterfly, they will be retelling the story, reenacting the different stages of the process through roleplay, song and dance. We will also be continuing with our ‘Wiggle into a Squiggle Early Writing Programme’ to help with our gross and fine motor skills, which is supporting our work into mark-making in a range of different ways.
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	Maths
	In Maths we will be continuing to develop our counting skills: hearing and saying number names in order, singing a range of nursery rhymes, using our fingers to represent and count numbers 1-10 and recognising their number symbols. We will also be focusing on patterns this half term, relating to our work on The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Throughout this topic, children will be learning to identify and create their own repeating patterns where in some cases, shape and colour may change. They will be spotting patterns in nature such as on animal skin and noticing how these patterns may repeat. We will also be looking at songs that repeat such as Muffin Man, If you’re Happy and you Know it, 5 Current Buns etc. to support our understanding of pattern and repetition. 
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	Science
	We will be continuing to attend Forest school with Reception each week, this is our nature based outdoor learning programme. These sessions will provide regular, hands-on, child-led experiences surrounded by our natural environment. During our Forest School sessions we will find, describe, and name many new and exciting things as we make our discoveries. We will build our confidence, resilience, and independence through risk-taking and exploration, developing a love of our natural world. This half term, children will also be looking at life-cycles, particularly that of a caterpillar to a butterfly, and also recapping some work from last half term on ‘growing up’, and looking at animals that grow in eggs rather than in their Mummy’s tummy. 
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	PSHE/RSE
	This half term children will be looking at healthy eating - linking to our work on the Very Hungry Caterpillar. Why did the caterpillar feel sick after eating all that food? What did he eat to make himself feel better? Which foods that the caterpillar ate may be unhealthy? 
We will be looking at what it means to be healthy and unhealthy, and how our food can make us feel. We will be exploring the key word ‘energy’ and how food can provide this for us. 
Children will be identifying healthy options for snacks, and will be cutting and tasting their own healthy fruit salad. 
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	RE
	In RE, we will continue to visit our local church and take part in our ‘Little Ducklings’ sessions where we will sing songs, say prayer, and enjoy playing with our friends.
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	PE
	In PE we are continuing to develop our key fundamental movements. This involves using different ways of moving around a space such as hopping, skipping, and running. We will continue to look at our gross motor skills through climbing on the climbing frame, lifting and carrying objects and moving our bodies in different ways. We will play a range of sports games developing our teamwork and resilience skills, and will be developing our throwing and catching skills. We also regularly use dance to support our learning in every subject. 
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	Music
	In Music we will be fostering creativity and self-expression through learning a variety of Nursery rhymes, singing, and using a range of instruments throughout our music lessons. We will develop our motor skills by using our bodies to respond to music (clapping, dancing, stomping etc.) and our listening skills. 
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	History
	In History we are looking at the topic of ‘old and new’. We will be learning the meaning of the word ‘past’ while looking at a range of old photographs, stories, and books and comparing them to what we have now. This will link to our special event that the children will be hosting with Reception for their Grandparents. Keep an eye on our school newsletter for more information closer to the time.  
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	DT
	The children will continue to explore the different resources in our Nursery to create their own masterpieces. Following our pattern topic, children will be able to use a variety of print methods to create their own patterns - different shaped and sized sponges, potato printing, painting, symmetry patterns etc. They will also be working on collage using a range of different animal prints. This will involve key skills such as cutting, ripping, scrunching, and sticking. Children will also be creating their own butterflies and caterpillars linking to our work on The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
We will also be creating our own fruit salad workshop, where children will develop their cutting skills and fine-motor skills by making and tasting their own healthy fruit salad. 
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