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Reception- Curriculum Newsletter
Spring 1
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] English
	
In English we will continue to delve deep into the imaginations of the children using drawing club to bring out their inquisitive, quirky, fantastic ideas. The variety of stories the children have already been exposed to have enabled them to look at books old and new. We will continue to look at a wide range as well as introducing classics such as ‘wacky races’, allowing the children to learn stories through video clips. Each story will expose them to a vast amount of vocabulary in which they will have actions prepared to perform our ‘Vocabulary burst’. The children use the stories to enable their work into their writing books. We will continue to work on fine motor skills to help children with their pencil grip/mark making. The majority of the children will now be developing their letter formation and others will be using their phonological awareness to segment and blend simple CVC words as well as using some of the tricky words we have been learning such as ‘It, I, the, put, pull,go’. We will continue to practise writing some simple sentences too and briefly talk about finger spaces and full stops and why we use them. The children will continue to work within their ability and develop on their writing at their own pace. 

In reading, children will continue to read with a teacher/adult once a week. We will then be learning to build up their fluency, prosody and comprehension skills in our guided reading sessions which the children will receive logins for and will be able to access their reading at home on ipads/computers. 

Children will now be split into three groups for Phonics. Some children will recap and continue to work on Phase 2 sounds to ensure they are secure and are not being overloaded with any new sounds just yet. Other children will be moving onto Phase 3 sounds. We will start to introduce in Phase 3 more digraphs (two letters that make one sound- sh in ship)
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	Maths
	
In Maths, we will continue to embed all prior knowledge and ensure that the things we have learnt so far, the children are secure in, such as number and shape, space and measure. Over the next few weeks we will be looking at numbers to 10, shapes with 4 sides, mass and capacity, length, height and time (ordering sequences, understanding the past).
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	Science

	
The children will continue to attend our Forest School sessions once a week (Fridays) so please ensure the children have access to waterproofs and a pair of wellies. We will discover how our natural environment continues to change throughout the year.

This term we will be looking at seasons and how the world around us changes (focusing on the weather-Looking at different countries around the world- hot and cold). We will look at the habitats of where animals live (depending on the country they live in), as well as the changes we see outside. 
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	PSHE/RSE
	Healthy me- In this unit we will be looking at making healthy choices and ways in which we can look after ourselves and keep ourselves fit and well. We will look at healthy eating, exercising and keeping ourselves clean (brushing teeth, washing hands). 
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	RE
	
In RE we will focus on the key question- ‘How do people around the world celebrate?’.

We will discuss how we celebrate new year and christmas and think/compare it to how other people celebrate these events around the world. We will then look at celebrations such as chinese new year, holi hindu festival and persian new year.

Holi- 4th March 2026
Chinese new year- Tuesday 17th feb- 3rd March
Persian- 20th March
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	PE
	In PE we will continue to attend one PE lesson a week with Miss Hennessey and one with FTFC. Our focus this term is to embed everything we have learnt so far with our  fundamental movement skills and continue to perfect our jumping, hopping, running, throwing and catching. This half term we will then be focusing on rolling. We will learn how to push a ball with our hands, with our feet and with a bat in order to make it roll. We will also learn how to move around a space safely- focusing on the seasons and moving around using our bodies to create shapes to portray the weather. 
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	Music
	In Music we will be working with Mrs Blundell on a selection of Nursery rhymes. Looking at the beats and rhythms, introducing musical instruments and creating our own music patterns.
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	History 

	Although we are not specifically focusing on History this term we will still embed it into our everyday learning with our learning journey, talking about the past, understanding life in the olden days as well as links to the curiosity approach which give children the opportunity to use items from the past that spark their curiosity. 
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	Geography
	In Geography our main focus will be on the world around us. We are going to go on our own class  adventure to visit some of the hottest and coldest parts of the world. We will look at a variety  of stories linked to these countries and learn about the types of animals that live there, homes, the weather, and if there are people living there. We will then look at our own local environment. We will use Google Earth to explore our world, alongside maps where we will learn that green is land and blue is water. We will explore and compare our environment to a city, the coast, the rainforest, the  Arctic and desert.  
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	Art
	The children will be encouraged this term to create more art using junk modelling (therefore, if you have any boxes etc at home please send them in).

We will also be looking at artists and their own pieces of work- Having a go at creating our own art work similar to them and their ideas. We will select a new artist every few weeks to focus on and create similar pieces to display in our classroom. 
	

	
	
Our enrichment this half term:

I am hoping to arrange a school trip for either the end of Spring term or the start of summer! More information will be sent out once this has been officially organised and plans put into place.

Please continue to read with your children at home and practice their sounds as well as name writing/writing CVC words and simple sentences. The support and extra practice at home does not go unnoticed. 

Thank you
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