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[image: ][image: http://hambletonprimaryacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/logo-hambleton-primary.png] Firstly, on behalf of Mrs Parkinson and I, I’d like to welcome each and every one of you into our Year 6 community. I say community as we are a team and are working together for the greater good of the 33 amazing children we have in our class. We are looking forward to getting to know each child and supporting them in how they learn best, the classroom is looking fantastic and we can’t wait for the class to settle in and feel at home with the space we have created. 
There is an open-door policy, please use this as your opportunity to speak to either one of us, or pop a message in your child’s reading record if you prefer. 
Until her maternity leave begins, Mrs Dunleavy will be covering my PPA (Tuesday afternoon) and day off (Thursdays). 
Thank you and I look forward to an amazing year ahead full of opportunities to enhance the children’s already brilliant knowledge and skills. As their final year of primary school, let’s work together to make it the best yet!
Miss Crayston 













Our topic this half term: Bombs, Blackouts, Evacuees and Emotions #WWII
Our books this half term: The Valley of Lost Secrets, D-Day Dog, Erika’s Story, The Blitz, My Secret War Diary, The lion and The Unicorn, War Dog


	 English
	Using a range of inspiring, informative and gripping texts we will be exploring World War II. This follows on from our previous learning of WWI in Year 5. We will be using texts to model our own work as writers and illustrators in our first term as Year 6’s. During this half term, we will be writing diary entries from the perspective of people during this time. We will also be writing descriptive pieces focussing on emotions and settings at the time of World War II. We will be building up our vocabulary from day one to ensure our knowledge is secure. I am excited to see the writing from these budding authors!
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	Maths
	We have a new FCAT Maths curriculum this year which is to build on previous learning, address misconceptions, consolidate knowledge and embed new skills which will support Year 6 throughout the year. We will be applying skills learnt to real life situations and using practical, pictorial and mental strategies along the way with our mastering maths curriculum.
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	Science

	As scientists we will be focusing on animals, including humans where we will learn about animal, organism and micro-organism classification using the Linnaean system. We will focus on shared characteristics of warm-blooded, cold-blooded, vertebrates and invertebrates of the animal kingdom and how said kingdom is organised.  
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	PSHE/RSE
	In our PSHE this half term we will be focusing on the topic ‘Being Me in My World’. We will be covering key areas such as; our own goals and sharing each other’s, discussing fears of the year, debating choices and what these mean for us as children, exploring how our actions affect others as well as looking at democracy within our school. We will be working to answer the key questions ‘How does my world compare to other children’s worlds?’
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	RE
	In RE this half term, we will be answering the big question: ‘What is the best way for Muslim to show commitment to God (Allah)?’ The focus will be on Practices and Ways of Life and also looking what links Muslim beliefs whilst discussing actions in our own lives. We will also gain an understanding of the ‘Five Pillars of Islam’ and look at the importance of the festivals and traditions for Muslim people. 
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	PE
	We will become dancers for our first half term in Year 6! We will improvise and translate ideas from a stimulus as well as learning a short sequence, we will perform on our own and in a group, we will change the dynamics, space and relationships within a short dance and learn travel, gestures, turns, jumps and balances to prepare us for the Olympics Summer ’28! We hope to perform these WWII inspired dances to our families as an enrichment experience. 
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	History
	As Historians we are going to explore how life changed for children during WWII. We will delve into the significance of the event and the impact it left behind. Our history knowledge will support our English work this half term. 
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	Music
	This half term we are very lucky to be welcoming Francis back to Hambleton and he will be taking our music lessons every Tuesday afternoon in Year 6. We are looking forward to the knowledge and skills he will teach us.
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	DT
	In DT this half term, we will be learning about structures and mechanisms through wood work. We will be learning how to design, make, use tools safely and evaluate our finished piece of woodwork, which will be our own recreations of a WWII spitfire plane … watch this space!
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	French
	This half term we will be consolidating our knowledge from KS2 so far. We are incredibly lucky to have Mrs Parkinson back teaching us French! We have already kickstarted our pen pals back up to give us a real purpose to our lessons, all in preparation for our French trip in February 2027! We will begin the year learning about the subjects we study in school, with the correct definite article/determiner, our visual timetable is already dual coded to help us in the classroom. Our French display is up and ready to be filled too. 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Our enrichment this half term: We will be settling into Year 6, performing a WWII dance to our families, starting our Year 6 jobs roles around school and beginning our adventure of pen pals with a Year 6 class in France.
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