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Dear Parents/carers, 

As we approach the end of the school year, we are busy preparing our transition plans and children’s classes for next 
year. As you know, we always do everything we can to make your child’s journey through school as happy and worry 
free as possible. With this in mind, I wanted to write to you to explain how your child’s class will look next year. 

Hamilton Academy should be a 2-form entry school: 30 children in each class with 60 in nursery. Over the last 3 years 
our numbers have been declining due to the falling birth rate, the effects of the pandemic meaning many families are 
relocating due to work and the competing number of schools within the local area. Schools locally previously expanded 
to take the higher birth rates but unfortunately, this stage has now passed. 

Next year, Year 2 will have 40 children and Year 1 will have 46 children, totalling 86 children instead of 120 children. We 
will also have a decline within our early year’s classes as we are expecting 28 children in Reception and 20 children in 
Nursery, totalling 48 children instead of 120 children. This, therefore, reduces our funding from the Government, as they 
provide school funding based on each child. 

To ensure we can afford the running costs of the school, we see no alternative but to provide mixed age classes within 
our school. This means that we will have: a Nursey class (Fantasia), a Reception class (Dalmatians), a Year 1 class 
(Dinosaurs), a mixed Year 1 and Year 2 class (Monsters Inc.) and a Year 2 class (Incredibles). It is recommended that 
infant class sizes do not exceed 30 pupils per class, therefore, should we see a rise in pupil numbers within the academic 
year, we may have to adjust our classes accordingly. As you can see, these plans may need to be reviewed flexibly as the 
year goes on. We appreciate that this is not ideal for yourselves, the children or the staff, however we will endeavour to 
keep everyone fully updated of any changes and we hope that you understand and work with us to ensure any changes 
are seamless for the children. 

Does this effect my child’s education? 

No, not at all! Many schools have mixed age classes. The national curriculum for all subjects, except English and Maths, 
is for KS1 not specific year groups. We have planned a 2-year rolling program to ensure all children cover the KS1 
curriculum over 2 years, as they always would have. All 3 classes will be doing the same topics in the afternoon, but 
outcomes would be age appropriate. 
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How will my Year 2 child be ready for their SATS? 

We are privileged to have very skilled teachers and support staff at Hamilton Academy, as well as senior leaders who 
have experience of teaching mixed aged classes. All staff will ensure all children, regardless of which class they are in, 
will make progress from their starting points and perform in line with their own abilities. You will be informed of your 
child’s progress in the usual ways, throughout the academic year. 

How did you pick the classes? 

We have used the knowledge of the teachers, as well as the child’s attainment to ensure they are placed within a class 
that best matches their abilities. For the Year 1 children, placed within the mixed Year1/2 class, we have also thought 
about how the children will cope within the learning environment. 

What will happen next? 

Due to Coronavirus, transition arrangements cannot take place in the usual way this year, however, we will plan sessions 
within school where children will have the opportunity to meet their new class teacher, whilst remaining within their 
consistent year group bubble. 

Shortly, you will receive a class dojo message, inviting you to your child’s new class. Here you will see a pre-recorded 
welcome video from your child’s new class teacher. 

What will happen next year? 

The children in Year 1 will move into year 2 but there may still be a mixed age class as, currently, our reception numbers 
are low. 

As you know, we are a family at Hamilton and we have taken a lot of time to plan the curriculum for all children. It 
simply doesn’t matter what class your child is in; they will be getting the education they are entitled to, delivered by 
skilled teachers, who care about them and will meet their needs. We understand you may have questions so please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with the school office to make a telephone appointment to discuss your questions or 
concerns. Thank you in advance for your support and understanding 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs Y Glaister 
Principal 
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