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HANSLOPE PRIMARY SCHOOL
ASSESSMENT POLICY
Principles of assessment:
Effective assessment must be fit for purpose. It is an integral part of teaching and learning, providing evidence to inform our teaching through formative and summative methods. It is a continuous process in which both teacher, pupil and the wider school community are active and effective participants. Assessment will be applied consistently across the school and will be both manageable and useful.
Aims and objectives:
· To enable our pupils to demonstrate what they know, understand and can apply in their work.
· To allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of the child.
· To help our children understand what they need to do next to improve their work.
· To provide information for parents that enable them to support their child’s learning.
· To contribute towards accountability data.
All assessment will also take into account the criteria of the National Curriculum (2014).
Assessment at Hanslope:
Assessment at Hanslope follows the principle that information will only be accurate and valuable if it is a result of rich and immersive learning opportunities. It should not seek to label children’s achievements but instead to remove the ceiling on attainment and support children in making the next steps in their learning. Assessment takes into account children’s strengths as well as areas where they need support. 
Formative Assessment:
The vast majority of our assessment is formative and on-going which enables:

· Teachers to identify how pupils are performing on a continuing basis and to use this information to address misconceptions, provide appropriate support to close gaps or to extend knowledge, evaluate teaching and plan future lessons which enable pupils to acquire new knowledge, skills and understanding in an accumulative fashion. 

· Pupils to measure their knowledge and understanding against learning objectives, and identify areas in which they need to improve

· Parents to gain a broad picture of where their child’s strengths and weaknesses lie, and what they need to do to improve

The most common forms used are:
· Effective questioning in class
· Informal tests which assess pupils’ retention of facts and consolidate learning

· Observation and instant intervention
· Marking- feedback and next steps (See Marking Policy), including enabling pupils to self-mark and correct their own work where appropriate
· Pupil self-evaluation of knowledge, skills and understanding – often at the start or end of a topic or unit of work

· Recording of assessment against objectives taught within each curriculum area
· Scrutiny of books
· Pupil Progress Meetings
Summative Assessment:
This may take place at the end of a particular unit of work, or at the end of each term and informs the teacher of how well children have understood and retained their learning. It is also used to show progress over a period of time.
· School leaders, including subject leaders, to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and attainment
· Teachers to evaluate learning at the end of a unit or period and the impact of their own teaching
· Pupils to understand how well they have learned and understood a topic or course of work taught over a period of time. It should be used to provide feedback on how they can improve
· Parents to stay informed about the achievement, progress and wider outcomes of their child across a period

The most common forms used are:
· End of unit assessments against specific objectives taught
· End of Year tests in reading, grammar and maths
· Unaided pieces of writing
· End of topic scaffolded tasks / questions which assess the skills, knowledge and understanding that pupils have acquired. 
In addition, there are National Curriculum summative assessments which measure children’s abilities against national standards:
· Phonic Screening Check (Years 1 and 2)
· KS1 Assessments (End of Year 2)
· Times Tables Check (Year 4)

· KS2 Assessment (End of Year 6)
Foundation:
All children entering the Foundation year will undergo a baseline assessment within the first two weeks of them starting school.  As the year progresses children are monitored on their development and progress in all areas of the EYFS curriculum.  Assessing children’s progress in the Foundation Stage takes the form of observation, this involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. These observations are recorded using ‘2build a profile’; an app on an iPad.  Virtual post-it notes are written and tagged with the learning objective. These observations are then saved on a web management suite. This enables evidence to be gathered for each child’s EYFS profile. Observational assessment provides on-going information about children’s learning and development and is used to inform future planning. It is based around children in action, in their self-chosen play as well as planned activities. At the end of the Foundation year the children are assessed against the EYFS Profile Early Learning Goals, stating whether they are EMERGING, EXPECTING or EXCEEDING.
Management and evaluation of assessment:
Foundation:
Each individual pupil has an EXCEL spreadsheet on which the EYFS staff fill in termly each individual pupil’s development.  This enables them to track individual pupil’s progress against the development matters age bands as to whether the pupil is just within, working within or secure in the age band.  The system is designed to make formative judgements accessible and simple for the EYFS leader to use to enable focussed progress and attainment analysis. This data is then discussed with the Assessment Leader.
Years 1 to 6: 
Children’s performance is measured against their Age Related Expectations, which for Science and the Foundation subjects may be on a two-year cycle.
Subject Leaders will monitor the progress of each cohort and work with class teachers to ensure that gaps are identified and closed. They will also consider the impact of the curriculum on all pupils’ progress including those with identified special needs: to review the curriculum to check that it is appropriately designed and with adequate coverage (intent); and to ensure that delivery of the curriculum (implementation) enables pupils to retain of key concepts and acquire key skills / knowledge that they will need for later life. 

Core subjects

In order to ensure that our assessment system is rigorous and consistent across the school, we have adopted a tracking system (‘Target Tracker’) which is used by teachers from Year 1 to Year 6.  The system is designed to make formative judgements accessible and simple for teachers to use to enable focussed progress and attainment analysis. Class teachers view details for individual pupils, groups and classes; while subject leaders and senior management can get a whole school view of progress throughout the curriculum.
Tracking for Reading, Writing, Maths and Science will be recorded onto the Target Tracker data systems at the end of every term. Once a term the Assessment Leader will analyse the data and report back to the Headteacher, individual class teachers and the Governing Body on the findings. 
Foundation subjects

Progress in all Foundation subjects will be reported at the end of each term. Formative / summative assessments (see above) will be used to form the teacher’s judgement in line with the skills / learning objectives that have been taught. Pupils will be identified as: below, working towards, expected or above the expected level. 
Reporting to Parents:
For 2020-21, parents’ consultation evenings will not be possible due to Covid restrictions. Information on how each child is achieving against the curriculum for English and Maths will be reported to parents via 2 written reports which will summarise their progress and identify the next steps.  

Pupil’s individual progression towards attaining the key knowledge and skills for each subject area in the broad and balanced curriculum will be conveyed through end of year reports in the summer. For each subject the skills and knowledge will be broken into statements with attainment descriptors of working towards, working at the expected level and working above. This will enable parents to see how their child has progressed against specific elements across the curriculum as well as to identify their individual strengths and weaknesses. 
Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher at any time should they have queries or concerns regarding their progress / attainment and in 2020-21 this should be primarily through email. All teacher emails can be found on the staff section of the school website.
Parents of pupils who have an SEN Support Plan will receive termly reviews and will be given an opportunity to discuss this with the class teacher; in 2020 -21 any such discussions will take place over the telephone or through video conferencing.
EYFSP, Phonics screening, Multiplication Table Check, KS1 and KS2 end of Key Stage results are reported to both parents and the LA. In addition, parents will be given comparative information about the attainment of pupils of the same age in the school and about the attainment of pupils of the same age nationally in the previous academic year.
Monitoring, Evaluation and Review
The monitoring of the implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the Headteacher. The school will review this policy on a regular basis and assess its implementation. 
Reference to:
DFE Assessment Principles
Target Tracker
Marking Policy
Equal Opportunities Statement
Assessment Policy
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