EYFS — Penpals Handwriting Progression of Skills
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Penpals — Key Reception handwriting progression

Autumn 1 - Developing Foundations

e Develop gross and fine motor control.

e Develop hand and finger strength.

e Explore a range of mark-making tools.

e Develop an effective pencil grip.

e Develop controlled large-scale movements.
e Explore pre-writing patterns.
e Begin to recognise and write own name.

Autumn 2 — Developing Control

e Develop pencil control and an appropriate writing position.
e Refine pre-writing patterns.




e Begin to form lower-case letters using correct formation.
e Develop recognition and formation of familiar letters.

e  Write own name with increasing accuracy.

e Begin to represent sounds through writing.

Spring 1 — Developing Letter Formation

e Form an increasing number of lower-case letters correctly.
e Develop consistency in starting points and directionality.

e Develop control of letter size.

e Apply phonics when writing simple words.

e  Write labels, captions and simple phrases.

e Develop increasing independence.

Spring 2 — Applying Handwriting Skills

e Form lower-case letters with increasing accuracy and consistency.
e Develop correct letter orientation.

e Form capital letters correctly.

e Apply handwriting skills when writing words and sentences.

e Develop appropriate spacing between words.

e Maintain an effective pencil grip and posture.

Summer 1 - Increasing Fluency

e Form letters accurately and consistently.

e Apply correct formation when writing independently.
e Use phonics knowledge to spell words.

e  Write simple sentences with increasing fluency.

e Use capital letters and full stops.

e Develop consistent letter size and spacing.

Summer 2 — Readiness for Year 1

e Form lower-case and capital letters correctly and independently.
e Demonstrate good pencil control and posture.
e Write words using known phoneme-grapheme correspondences.
e Write short sentences with increasing fluency.



e Use appropriate spacing between words.
e Re-read writing and make corrections where appropriate.
e Develop confidence, independence and enjoyment in writing.

Links to Development Matters

Physical Development - Fine Motor

e Develop small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.

Literacy - Writing

e Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.
e Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.
e  Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.

e Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

“control - formation - consistency - application - fluency - independence.”



