Dear Parents/Carers, 
Here is an overview of what your child will be learning this half term across the different areas of learning. Our topic for the first half of the Spring term is called ‘All Creatures Great and Small’. The topics we choose are led by the children’s interests and usually encompass several areas of learning.  For this reason, the topics may change to reflect the direction the children wish to take their learning.
Each week we will be taking on a different animal theme using the following books to introduce our focus animals.
[image: The Pig in the Pond by Martin Waddell][image: 11 brilliant children's books about jungles - Netmums Reviews][image: Dear Zoo By Rod Campbell][image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/511TRG48YQL._SX382_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg][image: Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs By Ian Whybrow]   [image: https://pictures.abebooks.com/isbn/9781865046617-uk.jpg]
In our Literacy we will be continuing to teach letters and sounds, targeting each of the phonics groups with the letters and sounds they need support with.  Throughout each lesson children will continue to recap sounds and learn a new sound, practise blending letter sounds for reading and identifying sounds in words for writing. We will encourage the learning of tricky words which cannot be sounded out e.g. the, was, go. We will continue to practise our correct letter formation.


[image: ]This half term in our Mathematics we will continue to deepen our understanding of number.                               We will continue to recognise and write the numerals, break each number down into smaller number (i.e. 3 can be made up of three ones, a two and a one, or a three and a zero), find one more and one less than a number, start adding and subtracting numbers.  In addition to number we will be comparing length, weight and capacity.  To do this we will begin to compare and order objects by these measures and build up vocabulary so that children are able to compare objects in their play. We will also be learning about 2D and 3D shapes.

[image: Cartoon world map with landscape and animal. Vector illustration. Stock Vector - 51372146]
Through our All Creatures Great and Small topic, we will use Understanding the World to recognise some environments that are different to the one in which we live as well as recognising some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.  We will also learn about Chinese New Year, recognising that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 





[image: ]We will continue to have a weekly circle time to encourage the children to talk about their thoughts and feelings as part of our Personal, Social and Emotional Development. This term our focus will be on thinking about our own and others feelings. 



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]In our Physical Development we will continue to develop our fine and gross motor skills using a range of strategies. These will include messy play and dough disco.  We will be working on scissor skills. This is essential for all areas of the curriculum with the ultimate aim of every child confidently holding a pencil with a tripod grip and feeling confident whilst forming all of their letters.  We will also further develop our ability to move with control and coordination in our PE lessons.  


In our Expressive Arts and Design, we will continue to develop storylines in our imaginative play, listen to a variety of music and play percussion instruments. We will be using different materials to create pictures and models of animals. 
[image: EYFS-Early Years Foundation StagePebbles Nursery & Pre-school]





It would be fantastic if you could continue to support your child by reading to them regularly at home and encouraging them to complete reading their school reading books as independently as possible. Please continue to practise recognising the letter sounds and high frequency words that are in your child’s pencil case, as well practising letter formation and spelling words by encouraging your child to write the sounds they can hear. 
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Tapestry updates as well as the pieces that you have kindly sent in through your child’s book
bag. As we will be focusing on life cycles and spring it is the perfect opportunity to share
some non-fiction texts with your children as well encouraging them to make their own linked
to animals or topics of their own choosing. Farsley library also has an exciting range of books
which your children could use to further their knowledge

Numeracy:
This term we will continue to deepen our understanding of
number, working towards the number 10 by the end of Spring.
The children are continuing  to learn which numbers can be
combined to make other numbers using a variety of resources.
On top o this, they are also learning to add and subtract
numbers from each other and even solve difficult word
problems by drawing their own pictures to aid their working
out. In addition to this, we are focusing on the language of
shape, size and measurement in order to ensure the children
can order and compare objects. This area lends itself well to
home observations through baking, shopping, comparing size
and weight of toys and discussing time through daily routines.

What you can do at home to support your child through Tapestry:
At this time of year we are working to compile evidence to show if your child is meeting the
Early Learning Goal. If possible, we would love to see some of your children'’s experiences at
home as this will give us a more rounded and accurate assessment of them. You could see
evidence of some of these areas such as:
« identifying and using technology around the home
« choosing to eat a range of healthy foods
« talking about how to keep safe N
« talking about past and present event in their own or family member's ives Top
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Understanding the World

Outdoor Learning

In Reception we Visit Ee ICT Suite on a
weekly basis. We will continue to

focus on mouse control and completing
some simple tasks on the 2Simple

and the Busy Things programmes.

The children also have the opportunity to
explore various other programmes on the
computer in the classroom.

Forest School

Forest School will continue to take place
on a Monday afternoon. Please ensure
that your child comes to school in their
tracksuit on this day.

Music

This term we will be giving the children
an introduction to addition and
subtraction. We will also look at size,
weight and capacity, and 3D shapes.

Physical Development

There will be lots of
opportunity for the
children to make
sense of their
physical world
through our weekly
visits to Forest
School and
exploring other out-
side areas.

Communication and Language

In Reception we complete a daily 5 a Day | This is a key area of development in the

session - this is a music and movement
programme. The children also have a
weekly P.E lesson and regular classroom
yoga sessions. We will be having some
Gymnastic sessions this term.

PSHE

Early Years curriculum. The children are
encouraged to develop their speaking
skills through Circle Time sessions, role
play activities, story time and general
discussion with both their peers and the
adults in the classroom. We will also
encourage the children to talk about
anything you communicate via Parent's
Voice so please keep these forms coming!

General Notices and Dates

©

Access to the outside leaming area is
provided to the children on a daily basis.
Here they have the opportunity to
explore on a larger scale with the stage
and dressing up box , a large
construction area , water play and sand,
bikes and scooters, as well as a
gardening and digging area.

Expressive Art and Design

The children will explore and play with a
wide range of media and materials and

be provided with lots of opportunities to

develop their imagination.

Support at Home

This term we will be attending the weekly
whole school Singing Assembly.

We will also have a regular music
session in class and access to musical
instruments both inside and outside.

We will continue to have a weekly Circle
Time to encourage the children to talk
about their thoughts and feelings.
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Parents’ Evening

Thursday 2nd April
3.30pm-8.00pm

It would be fantastic if you could support
your child by reading to them regularly at
home and encouraging them to complete
any reading and homework activities as
independently as possible
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This term we will be continuing our Mastery Approach in maths
looking in depth at each number. Last half term we covered 1 and 2
50 this half term we wil be looking at 3, 4 and 5. For each number
W learn to; identify groups of objects (I can see 3 chairs, I notice
that there are 4 apples I the tree), learn about the numbers inside a
number (a 3 Is made of 1 and 2 or 3 and 0), cover one more and one
less, sharing (both equal and unequal), shapes that link to each number (triangles have 3 sides) and
finally learn to represent the number on a ten frame and using Numicon. We use all of these skills in
relation to problem solving so the children may be given a problem In the style of a story and need to
use thelr resources to calculate the answer, We also o dally reasoning where we sk the children to
tell us what Is the same or different or find the odd one out. The children are always asked to explain
thelr answer, which then deepens their understanding.

Physical development
Alarge proportion of our time willstll be spent developing our fine
and gross motor skills. We will be developing these skills using a
range of strategies including messy play, flipper flappers, dough disco
and movement play. Within phonics sessions and provision, we will be
encouraging the children to confidently hold a pencil with a tripod grip
and feel confident whilst forming the letters they have learnt.

Finally we would like to say a huge thank you to all parents who have accessed Tapestry and
also contributed to their child's profile. This gives us vital information to allow us to give
more accurate judgements about their progress both in and out of school. If you are having
any difficulties with accessing the website/app or would like further guidance on what to
share please feel free to contact a member of the reception team and we will try to help.
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