Meet the Governors – Autobiographies.

Shellie Duffield
I qualified as a teacher approximately 14 years ago and have been part of Hanslope School since 2020. Prior to gaining my teaching qualification, I worked as a Teaching Assistant for many years, where I developed extensive experience and training, particularly in supporting children with specific learning difficulties.
I initially joined Hanslope School as a Teaching Assistant while taking a short break from teaching after relocating to the area. It quickly became clear what a wonderful school community it is; I soon returned to teaching and have thoroughly enjoyed being part of the team.
The staff at Hanslope are dedicated and highly skilled, and the children are among the loveliest I have had the pleasure to teach. I have lived in the village for the past six years, having previously moved from Hertfordshire. Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with my family, reading whenever I can, going on long hikes, and sketching to unwind.

David Fox (Chair of Governors)
I have been associated with Hanslope school since my wife started teaching here 15 years ago. During that time, I have witnessed the professionalism and dedication of the teaching staff, and heard about the positive impact on the children the team have had. Having worked locally in Hanslope, for 3 years, and after military career in which I did not put down roots, I wanted to take this opportunity, through my association, to give something back by joining the governors at Hanslope.
In my professional life I served in the Royal Air Force for 23 years, before leaving to forge a second career in cyber security. In both careers I have led and managed multidisciplinary teams in the UK and overseas and in many and varied situations. As a result, I bring a broad portfolio of management and leadership skills that I would like to use to help Hanslope Primary School maintain and improve the high standards it has set.

Jon Garner
Having grown up in Hanslope, lived here all my life, and attended the school myself what seems like an eternity ago, I have strong connections to the village and the school. I love the village and can’t think of living or bringing my children up anywhere else (beside a chateau in France maybe). My mum also taught at the school for many years. With my son now in year 3 and my daughter in year 1, I decided that I would like to give back and offer my skillset to assist where possible with the strategic direction of the school.
My day job is as the Head of IT for a charity and local heritage attraction, which I joined just before the dreaded pandemic kicked in at the start of 2020. Prior to this I spent the majority of my career working in Retail IT, working alongside as well as directly for a number of High Street names (Past and Present).
I have a strong commercial understanding and have been exposed to everything from operations and building projects to the strategic direction and finances of an organisation. I have run teams of people, often across multiple countries or locations and from diverse backgrounds. I pride myself in my attention to detail. I’m a problem solver at heart, and my background in IT has given me a very analytical mindset based on fact and figures.
In my current role as Head of IT, I am responsible for the strategic vision of the IT and Digital side of the business and also oversee the operational side of the IT function which includes overseeing the program of IT projects and all supplier contracts and negotiations along with the budget. I am also the lead for Data Protection and Information Security within the organisation and ensuring we meet the required accreditations each year.
In my spare time I like to spend time with the family and am a keen sportsperson when time commitments allow. A lifelong hockey player, rugby supporter and in recent years my focus moved to training for and participating in triathlon. Why be good at one sport when you can be bad at three! I am also a volunteer coach for the Hanslope Hornets Football team and Olney Rugby Club which means I can give back to the clubs that my son loves playing for. 
I’m really enjoying working with the wider team of Governors, gaining greater exposure to, and inputting into, the direction and long term success of the school.

Adam Johnson (Vice-Chair)
Adam has worked in the financial services sector for the last 15 years, with a particular focus on large scale transformation, fraud, and financial crime. Adam is local to Hanslope, has a keen interest in the local community and brings his strong experience in business management, strategic planning and process and budget optimisation to his role as Vice-Chair of Governors at Hanslope School. With two young children of his own, Adam also previously worked for a number of children's charities in Milton Keynes, including the Milton Keynes Play Association (MKPA) and has a strong passion for developing the lives of young people in the community. Outside of work, Adam is an enthusiastic cook, loves being outdoors and travels whenever possible. 

Chris Knott
I qualified as a teacher in 2013 and have taught at various schools around Northamptonshire, as well helping to run a business specialising in Science Education across the UK. During this time, I have managed others, marketed products and services, and made connections with many schools. Now developing my leadership experience within the primary education sector. 

I am particularly interested in music, as someone who studied music for my degree and played many gigs before getting a 'proper job'. A keen sportsperson, which I enjoy sharing with my children as a coach for my son's football team and encouraging my daughter into any sport she likes the look of! 

I am keen to work alongside the other governors to help in whatever way I can with the wider strategic direction and governance of Hanslope Primary School and (most importantly) the children who attend it.

Lisa Lawrence
I have been a teacher at Hanslope for over 20 years and am currently the Deputy Head. I thoroughly enjoy every day at Hanslope and believe it is a fantastic school where staff are passionate about providing the highest standard of education and where all pupils are valued and treated as individuals.
Throughout my career, I have worked within Key Stage One, particularly in the Early Years Foundation Stage. It is a privilege to watch pupils grow and develop throughout their time at the school, leaving us as confident, well-rounded individuals ready for Secondary School.
I strongly believe that our Governing Body works hard to promote the school’s values and ethos while maintaining our exceptionally high standards.
Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Brittany Mudaliar
I qualified as a teacher in Canada before moving to the UK in 2009, where I taught English, Media and Film Studies in secondary schools and Sixth Form settings for almost a decade. During this time, I gained experience as a subject leader and was actively involved in pastoral work, school events, trips and residentials, and supporting students beyond the classroom.
After having children, I moved into charity work, working in PR and administration for a children’s cancer charity. My family and I moved to Hanslope in 2020, where we quickly became part of the local community.
In 2022, I joined the Hanslope Pre-school Committee and later became Chair, a role I held until 2024. This involved providing strategic oversight of the setting, supporting staffing and safer recruitment, overseeing safeguarding, coordinating community events such as the Christmas Fayre, and working with external agencies including OFSTED, Milton Keynes Local Authority and the LADO.
For the past three years, I have worked as a technical writer, web content creator and IT support for an education software company. I am passionate about education and supporting children to thrive, and I am delighted to contribute my experience and knowledge as a school governor.





Nigel Stacey
Our family connection with Hanslope School started over thirty years ago when our two daughters attended the school. My first involvement was with Friends of Hanslope School, the highlight of which was when as chairman we had a farming themed fun day which was opened by a cast member from the Archers! I went onto to become a Parent Governor and my wife Sarah was a founder of the 3 2 6 club. I am currently fortunate enough that being partof the governing board, gives me the privilege of seeing the school function at a strategic level, as well as contact with staff, parents and of most importantly the pupils. The school is dynamic and aspirational and I feel honoured  to be part of this and what we try to achieve. 
