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Mission Statement: The academy will endeavour
to raise the achievement and aspirations of

every child.

OUR SCHOOL VALUESOUR SCHOOL VALUES



Mrs Gorman
Early Curriculum Lead

Reception Teacher
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Miss Pruden
Higher Level Teaching

Assistant

Miss Finlay
Teaching Assistant



The school day begins at 8:40am and finishes at 3:20pm. Please do ensure that your
child arrives to sch﻿ool on time so that they do not miss valuable learning time.

As Reception is still within the Early Years a large portion of our day will be spent
with the children engaged in child-led play. High quality resources and adult
interaction will allow your child to learn through their play whilst also following their
own interests.

The children will also engage in adult-led direct teaching such as phonics, maths, PE,
PSHE, RE and topic. This will be taught through engaging, hands-on experiences
wherever possible. 

OUR DAY IN RECEPTIONOUR DAY IN RECEPTION



LEARNING THROUGH PLAYLEARNING THROUGH PLAY
There’s no such thing as ‘just play’. Children learn best when
they follow their interests, and our team is dedicated to
creating a space that encourages exploration, creativity and
discovery. Every activity and resource is chosen to support
each child’s development. Our staff play alongside the
children, using careful questions and gentle support to guide
their learning. Each day brings new chances to explore—
independently, with others, indoors or outside. We invite
families to join in the fun at home. When we connect with
children at their level, their abilities shine.

"Most of what children need to learn during their early childhood
years cannot be taught: it's discovered through play" - Ruth Wilson



Communication &
Language

Listening, attention and
understanding, and

speaking.

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Managing self, self-
regulation and building

relationships.

Maths
Number and numerical

patterns

WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN IN RECEPTION?WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN IN RECEPTION?

Expressive Arts & Design
Creating with materials and

being imaginative and
expressive

Physical Development
Gross motor skills and fine

motor skills 

Literacy
Comprehension, word reading

and writing

Understanding the World
Past and present, people, cultures and

communities, and the natural world

There are 7 key areas of learning for young children which will be developed in Reception. You can also
help develop these areas at home!



Early Learning Goals (ELGs) are targets outlining the knowledge, skills, and
understanding children should achieve by the end of their reception year.



CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

We use Drawing Club to
provide exciting

opportunities for the
children to write and be
exposed to lots of high

quality texts.

The Read Write Inc
phonics programme

teaches children how to
read and write words and
then sentences by hearing
and saying sounds within

them.

Read Write Inc Talk
Through Stories provides

daily opportunities for
children to hear and talk
about engaging stories.



CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

The Kinetic Letters
handwriting approach
makes letter formation

simple and accessible for
all.

Number Sense Maths
builds a deep

understanding of numbers
to 10 and is the foundation

for factual fleuncy.

White Rose Maths
provides the children

with hands-on
opportunities to explore

number and shape,
space and measure. 



CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Our Jigsaw PSHE lessons
help children to become

the best version of
themselves and learn

about ourselves and our
personal, social and

emotional health.

My Happy Mind sessions
are aimed at helping

children develop a healthy
mindset and create a

culture of positive mental
wellbeing.

Reception take part in
weekly PE lessons aimed
at developing their gross

motor skills and giving
them PE skills for

participation in games.



CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Discovery RE introduces
Reception children to

key concepts of some of
the main religions.

We use Kapow Primary to
help introduce various art
and music skills which are

then embedded during
child-led play.



ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

In our
environment we

favour open-
ended, natural

materials.

This allows for
the children to
lead their own

learning through
play.



In 2022 we had an extensive remodelling of our outdoor environment. We now have a
large sandpit, sensory kitchen, play tree, stage area and water area.

OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENTOUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT



Our school uniform consists of:

A white shirt
Clip-on tie
V-neck jumper or cardigan with logo
Plain black school trousers or skirts
Plain black school shoes or plain black trainers

Jumpers, cardigans and ties can be ordered from Tees Valley
Schoolwear, Motif8 or Rawcliffes.

Please can you name label all of your children's clothes!
PLEASE NOTE THAT FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY REASONS EARRINGS
ARE NOT PERMITTED IN EARLY YEARS AND MUST BE REMOVED.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM IN RECEPTION



KEEPING IN TOUCHKEEPING IN TOUCH

We also regularly post photos
on our Instagram account
@HardwickGreenEY. If you

would like us to not post any
photos of your child on
Instagram then please

indicate so on your consent
form.

We also use an app called Class
Dojo for our reward system. The
children can earn Dojo points for
trying hard in school and making

good choices in school. These
points can be redeemed for

prizes.

Once your child is enrolled in
our school you will receive an

invite via email or text
message to sign up to the

MyChildAtSchool (MCAS) app.
It is really important that all

parents/carers have this app
You can select your child’s

lunch choices and complete
consent forms on this app.
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