
 

      

Geography Language Continuum Progression:  

Reception:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught.  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Development Matters / ELG (Understanding the World): Recognise different 

environments; similarities/differences between life in this country and other 

countries; draw information from a simple map; use vocabulary to describe 

contrasting locations.  

 

People, Culture & Communities; The Natural World   

 

natural materials, wood, stone, sand, soil, leaf, weather, rain, sun, wind, snow, hot, 

cold, same, different, country, world, photo, trip 

 

Year 1:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

What is it 

like here? 

 

 What is the 

Weather 

like in the 

UK? 

 What is it 

like to live in 

Shanghai? 

 

 

place 

continent 

country 

 

 Europe 

England 

Scotland 

Wales 

Northern 

Ireland 

United 

Kingdom 

(UK) 

 Asia 

China 

Shanghai 

 

 

Year 2:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Would you 

prefer to 

live in a hot 

or cold 

place? 

 

 Why is our 

world 

wonderful? 

 What is it like 

to live by the 

coast? 

 



 

      

Africa 

North 

America 

South 

America 

Antarctica 

Oceania 

Equator 

North Pole 

South Pole 

Kenya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Atlantic 

Ocean 

Indian 

Ocean 

Southern 

Ocean 

Pacific 

Ocean 

Arctic 

Ocean 

London 

Edinburgh 

Cardiff 

Belfast 

Ben Nevis 

Lake 

Windermere 

Mount 

Snowdon 

capital city 

 Weymouth 

Jurassic Coast 

Pembrokeshire 

Orkney Islands 

Giant's 

Causeway 

Flamborough 

Head 

North Sea 

English 

Channel 

The Irish Sea 

 

 

Year 3: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why do 

People live 

near 

volcanoes? 

 

 Who lives in 

Antarctica? 

 Are all 

settlements 

the same? 

 

 

Italy 

climate zones 

polar 

temperate 

arid 

tropical 

Mediterranean 

mountains 

Earth 

Mount 

Kilimanjaro 

The Andes 

The Himalayas 

The Rockies 

The Alps 

Mount Etna 

 Tropic of 

Capricorn 

Tropic of 

Cancer 

Northern 

Hemisphere 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

Arctic 

Circle 

Antarctic 

Circle 

South 

Georgia 

Mount 

Erebus 

 New Delhi 

settlement 

county 

region 

local 

country 

border 

 



 

      

Lines of 

latitude 

Lines of 

longitude 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why are 

rainforests 

important 

to us? 

 

 Where does 

our food 

come 

from? 

 What are 

rivers and  

how they 

are used? 

 

biomes 

savannah 

tropical 

rainforest 

temperate 

deciduous 

forest 

boreal 

forest 

desert 

tundra 

Amazon 

rainforest 

Brazil 

Manaus 

 Còte 

d'Ivoire 

West Africa 

 River 

Severn 

River 

Thames 

River Trent 

River Great 

Ouse 

River Wye 

River 

Mississippi 

River 

Amazon 

River Nile 

River 

Danube 

River 

Yangtze 

River 

Murray 

 

 

Year 5: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

What is life 

like in the 

Alps? 

 

 Why do 

oceans 

matter? 

 Would you like to 

live in the desert? 

 



 

      

The Alps 

France 

Monaco 

Switzerland 

Liechtenstein 

Austria 

Germany 

Slovenia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Great 

Barrier 

Reef 

Australia 

Japan 

South 

Korea 

USA 

Thailand 

India 

 Mojave Desert 

Death Valley 

Gobi Desert 

Oleshky Sands 

Sahara Desert 

Chihuahuan 

Desert 

Patagonian 

Desert 

Antarctic Polar 

Desert 

Great Victoria 

Desert 

Nevada 

Utah 

Arizona 

Atacama Desert 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian 

 

Year 6: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why does 

population 

change? 

 

 Where does 

our energy 

come from? 

 Can I carry 

out an 

independent 

fieldwork 

enquiry? 

 

Singapore 

Hong Kong 

Bangladesh 

Greenland 

Iceland 

Canada 

Oman 

Bulgaria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Port of Blyth 

Midland, 

Texas 

Glasgow 

Liverpool 

Bristol 

Newcastle 

Southampton 

Plymouth 

Leeds 

   

 


