
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 3
Another successful week at Harper Bell! It has been wonderful to see the excellent 

engagement in learning across the school, with pupils continuing to demonstrate 

positive attitudes, enthusiasm and a real desire to make progress.

We are continuing to develop our pupil leadership roles and wider opportunities. 

We want every child at Harper Bell to feel that they have a voice, can make a 

positive contribution to our school and wider community, and have opportunities to 

discover new interests and talents beyond the classroom.

A huge thank you to all of our parents and carers who continue to support school 

events. Please do come along whenever you can. These occasions are a fantastic 

opportunity to strengthen relationships, celebrate our children and bring our whole 

school community together.

Finally, a reminder that every school day matters. Good attendance is essential to 

ensuring that children make strong progress and achieve the best possible outcomes. 

Thank you for working with us to ensure that pupils are in school, on time and ready 

to learn each day.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support as we work together to provide “A 

More Excellent Way” for every child.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
 Maths: This week we have been counting back within ten and used 

objects to support us. We also practised addition and missing numbers to 

support us to progress in arithmetic.

 Writing:  This week, we have continued with learning key vocabulary 
from our focus story "Lulu's First Day" and described our character using 
adjectives.

 Reading: We have read for pleasure this week and enjoyed storytime in 

the Library. We are reading our phonics book daily.

 Science: This week, we sorted activities based on which season we 

would carry out specific activities.

 Geography: We have recapped our learning about aerial maps and 
compared an Atlas to Globes.

Art: We sketched lines and curves based on the work of Bridget Riley.

 RE: We have learnt about the Baptism and how Christians and welcomed 

into the church.

       PE: We developed our gross motor skills and worked on our ball skills.



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: Year 2 have been developing their understanding of place value by learning to partition 

numbers up to 100. They have been using whole-part models to explore how two-digit numbers can 
be broken down into tens and ones. The children have been practising identifying the value of each 

digit and explaining how numbers are made.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have continued to develop their transcription skills, focusing 
on forming letters correctly, improving their handwriting and practising spelling. They have been 
working on writing words and sentences carefully, developing their confidence, accuracy and 

independence as young writers.

 Reading: In Reading, Year 2 have been developing their comprehension skills by exploring texts 
and answering questions about what they have read. They have been practising retrieving 
information, discussing key details and using evidence from the text to support their answers

 Science: Year 2 have been exploring how to identify and group things that are living, dead or 

have never been alive. They have been discussing examples from the world around them and 
thinking carefully about what makes something living. The children have been developing their 
scientific vocabulary and explaining their ideas as they sort and classify different things.

Art: Art, the children have been exploring texture through rubbings. They have been 

experimenting with placing paper over different textured surfaces and using crayons to reveal 
patterns and details. The children have been investigating how different materials create different 
effects and developing their observational skills and creativity through practical exploration.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 Maths: 

Year 3 have continued their excellent learning in Maths this 
week, developing their understanding of place value and 
beginning to partition numbers up to 1,000.

 Writing: 

In Writing, the children have been creating ambitious sentences 
for their explanation texts, inspired by The Street Beneath My 
Feet. They have been working hard to use interesting vocabulary 

and sentence structures to make their writing engaging.

 Science: 
Year 3 had lots of fun exploring the bones inside the human body 
and learning about their important purposes. They took part in 

an exciting activity where they used a dice to help them place 
the numbered bones in the correct positions on the body!

 Art: 
In Art, the children have been exploring the skill of shading. 

They have been experimenting with different techniques to 
create lighter and darker areas in their artwork.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
 Maths:

This week in Maths, we have been developing our understanding of place value up to 10,000. The children have 
been recognising the value of each digit in a four-digit number and partitioning numbers into thousands, hundreds, 
tens and ones. We have also begun flexibly partitioning numbers in different ways, helping the children develop a 
deeper and more confident understanding of number.

 English:
In English, we have been developing the skills needed to write effective and engaging sentences as we prepare to 
rewrite part of the story of Aladdin. Our particular focus has been using adverbials to add detail and description. 
The children have been thinking carefully about how their choice of words can help to create a vivid picture in the 
reader’s mind and bring a scene to life.

 Reading:
In Reading, we have been developing our inference skills. The children have been using clues from both the text 
and illustrations to work out information that the author may not tell us directly. We have been encouraging 
children to explain their ideas using evidence and to think carefully about what characters might be thinking, 
feeling or doing.

 Geography:
Our exciting new Geography topic is “Why are rainforests important to us?” We have begun by locating tropical 
rainforests around the world and exploring why they are found in particular locations. We have also focused on the 
Amazon rainforest, developing our understanding of its physical features.
We then explored the four layers of a tropical rainforest: the emergent layer, canopy, understory and forest floor. 
The children have been discovering how conditions such as sunlight, rainfall and temperature differ between the 
layers, as well as considering the plants and animals that live within them and how vegetation is adapted to 
rainforest conditions.



What’s been happening?    Curriculum in action: Year 6

 Maths: This week, we have continued learning about place value and have started 
multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100. We have also practiced using a formal method 

to add 5-digit numbers.

 Writing: The children have been learning to identify features of informal letters. 
They have also started planning their own informal letter. They enjoyed reading their 
letters aloud in class.

 Reading: We have been practicing our inference skills by reading stories about the 

Silk Road, which links to our Geography topic.

 Science: This week, the children excelled at creating fact files about cold-blooded 

animals with different characteristics. We were very impressed with their effort and 
presentation.

Art: Year 6 have been learning about how they can express an important message 
through art. This week, they designed their own sketches which reflected important 

messages about the environment and how we can care for the planet in different 
ways.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 3
Reception:

Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure they 
are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 1: 

Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure they 
are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 

• Reading books have 
been sent out on 
Big Cat COLLINS



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community

https://familywellbeingzone.org.uk/

https://greensquareaccord.co.uk/news/community/intr

oducing-the-family-wellbeing-zone 
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What’s been happening?   



What’s been happening?   



What’s been happening?   



What’s been happening?   Visit from an Olympic Athlete

Joel Fearon is a Team GB Bobsledder and Sprinter and an inspiring role 

model for young people, ready to motivate our pupils and get everyone 

moving.

*** More details about this exciting event to follow!



What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary
14/9/26: Y3 Beginning of Year Parent Meeting

15/9/26: Reception and Year 1 Reading Parent Workshop

16/9/26: Y4 Beginning of Year Parent Meeting

17/9/26: Y5 Beginning of Year Parent Meeting

21/9/26: Y6 Beginning of Year Parent Meeting

22/9/26: Year 2 Reading Parent Workshop

29/9/26: Year 3 Reading Parent Workshop

6/10/26: Year 4 Reading Parent Workshop

12/10/26-15/10/26: Y6 Bikeability

13/10/26: Year 5 Reading Parent Workshop

20/10/26: Year 6 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Cinema Evening



Proverbs 22:6 — "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it."

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 93.9%

This week: 95%
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