
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 4
It has been another positive and productive week at Harper Bell, and I continue to be 

incredibly proud of the wonderful learning taking place across our school. We are 

looking forward to our upcoming Open Day, which will provide a fantastic 

opportunity to showcase our school, celebrate our pupils and share the excellent 

learning experiences taking place every day.

We are also excited to be looking to establish a Parent, Teacher and Friends 

Association (PTFA). This will be a wonderful opportunity for parents, carers and 

friends of the school to become even more involved in school life, support events 

and help us continue to strengthen our school community. If you would be interested 

in joining or finding out more, please contact the school or speak to a member of the 

office team.

Finally, a huge thank you to our parents and carers for your continued support with 

attendance, punctuality and uniform. It is wonderful to see so many children arriving 

at school regularly, on time and looking exceptionally smart in their school uniform. 

These high expectations make a real difference to children’s learning and help us to 

create a strong sense of pride and belonging across our school.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership as we strive 

together for “A more excellent way.”



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Reception
 Maths: We have been comparing amounts this week and 

ensuring we are counting correctly, to find the total.

 Writing: We have been working hard on letter formation and 

spelling our names.

 Reading: Reception children are making great 

developments in their letter recognition and are beginning to 
orally blend some CVC words with support. 

Art: We have been using free choice art to create our own 

pices of art. Many of us have created our own bags and purses! 
Wow, great work!

       PE: We have been learning the fundamentals of movement 
and team building.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
 Maths: We have been counting and comparing objects this 

week as well as writing numbers as words.

 Writing: We have compared two settings this week using 

adjectives to describe each setting and using the conjunction 
'and'.

  Science: We observed how leaves changes during each 
season this week.

 Geograqph: We used google maps to study our school 
grounds, then we drew our own maps using a key for our 

symbols.y

Art: We were drawing to music this week inspired by the 
works by Paul Klee.

 RE: We have continued to explore ways Christians feel a 
sense of belonging in the church.

       PE:We have been learning the fundamentals of movement 
and team building.



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: This week, we have been learning about numbers to 100. We 

practised reading and writing numbers in words and numerals, using our place 
value knowledge to identify tens and ones. We also used number lines to count 
in tens and ones and explain how numbers change as we count..

 Writing: We explored the opening of Stardust, looking at how the author 
introduces the setting and characters. We explored interesting vocabulary 
and used ideas from the text to help us create our own engaging sentences.

 Reading: We continued reading Billy and the Beast, focusing on retrieval 

and fluency. We practised finding key information in the text, answering 
retrieval questions and reading aloud with accuracy, expression and 
appropriate pace.

 Science: We explored the four habits of a scientist and discussed how 

scientists ask questions, observe carefully, investigate and use evidence. We 
thought about how we can use these habits during our own investigations.

 RE: We explored “Why do we trust Jesus?” through the story of 
Zacchaeus. We discussed how Jesus showed kindness and acceptance and 

what the story teaches Christians about trust, forgiveness and making 
positive changes.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 Our Learning This Week

 Maths:

The children have been developing their fluency and reasoning skills in place value. They 

have been using their understanding of numbers to explain their thinking and solve a range of 

problems.

 Writing:

As part of our writing work on The Street Beneath My Feet, the children used iPads to 

research extra facts about what can be found beneath the ground. They discovered some 

fascinating facts about the living things found within different layers of soil and used their 

research to support their writing.

 Reading:

This week, we have been focusing on developing our retrieval and inference skills. The 

children have been finding information within texts and using clues to explain ideas that are 

not directly stated.

 Science:

The children have been learning about the human body, with a particular focus on bones 

and muscles. They have explored how our skeleton supports and protects our body and how 

our muscles help us to move.

 RE:

In RE, the children have been learning about Christianity and reconciliation. They have 

explored the importance of saying sorry, forgiveness and making positive changes to rebuild 

relationships.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
 Maths:

This week in Maths, we have continued to develop our understanding of place value within 
10,000. We have been finding 1, 10 and 100 more or less than four-digit numbers, using our 

knowledge of place value to explain how numbers change. We have also explored number 
lines to 10,000, learning how to identify intervals and estimate where numbers should be 

positioned.
 English:

In English, we have continued to build towards our story retell of Aladdin by crafting 

effective sentences that will contribute to our final piece of writing. We have focused 
particularly on description, figurative language and adverbials, carefully choosing words and 

phrases that help to create a vivid image in the reader’s head and bring characters and 
settings to life.

 Reading:

In Reading, our focus has been on developing our retrieval skills. We have learned how to 
identify key words in a question and use these to locate relevant information efficiently 

within a text. We have also practised checking the text carefully to make sure our answers 
are supported by evidence.

 Science:

In Science, we have been learning all about our teeth. We have explored the different types 
of human teeth, including incisors, canines, premolars and molars, and investigated the 

different jobs they perform when we eat. We have also considered why the shape of each 
type of tooth makes it well suited to its particular function.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 5

 Maths: Year 5 have continued to work on place value this week. They have further 
consolidated their knowledge of partitioning numbers and have used this to help them 

compare numbers using < >  = symbols.

 Writing: This week we have began to finish off our writing module of 'The Nowhere 
Emporium', the children have began to plan and draft their own 'big write' ready to edit 
and publish for next week.

 Reading: In reading we have explored Pythons, Dodos and the importance of 

conservation parks. The children enjoyed finding out about animals they previously 
hadn't heard of and comparing Australia to England.

Art: In Art this week we have looked at creating foregrounds and backgrounds for 

pictures by changing proportions of elements of the picture.

  PE: PE this week was lots of fun with Year 5 really enjoying working in teams to 
compete in lots of different basketball style games.



What’s been happening?    Curriculum in action: Year 6
 Maths

We have been developing our understanding of place value, including reading, writing and comparing 

numbers. We have also been practising rounding numbers to different degrees of accuracy and exploring 
negative numbers, including counting through zero and solving problems involving positive and negative 

values.

 Writing
We have been inspired by The Day the Crayons Quit to write our own informal letters. We have focused 
on using an appropriate informal tone, developing the characters’ voices and viewpoints, and organising 

our ideas clearly. We have also been working on punctuation, vocabulary and sentence structure to make 
our writing engaging for the reader.

 Science
In Science, we have been learning about classification and how living things can be grouped according to 

their characteristics. We have focused particularly on mammals and their key characteristics. We have 
also been writing non-chronological reports, using headings, subheadings, technical vocabulary and 
factual information to present our scientific knowledge clearly.

 RE
Our RE learning has focused on Christianity and the Trinity. We have been exploring the Christian belief 
that God is one God in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We have also been 
learning about the Nicene Creed and considering how it expresses key Christian beliefs about God, Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 4
Reception:

Formation and tricky 
words we have learnt 
so far. Name writing 
practice.

Year 1: 

Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure they 
are returned by 
Wednesdays. BIG CAT 
Collins now allocated 
in year 1. 

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 

• Reading books have 
been sent out on 
Big Cat COLLINS



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community
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What’s been happening?   

https://www.brb.org.uk/events/dance-track-

community-swan-lake-ticket-offer

Swan Lake - Dance Track Ticket Offer
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What’s been happening?   Visit from an Olympic Athlete

Joel Fearon is a Team GB Bobsledder and Sprinter and an inspiring role 

model for young people, ready to motivate our pupils and get everyone 

moving.

*** More details about this exciting event to follow!



What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary
29/9/26: Year 3 Reading Parent Workshop

6/10/26: Year 4 Reading Parent Workshop

09/10/2026: Hello Yellow: non-uniform day

12/10/26-15/10/26: Y5 Bikeability

13/10/26: Year 5 Reading Parent Workshop

20/10/26: Year 6 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Cinema Evening



“A cheerful heart is good medicine.” – Proverbs 17:22

Laughter is one of God’s wonderful gifts. It can lift our spirits, strengthen 

friendships and bring joy even when life feels challenging. At Harper Bell, we 

want our children to know that there is a time to work hard, but also a time to 

smile, laugh and enjoy the blessings God has given us.

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 95%

This week: 95.9%
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