
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 5
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another successful week at Harper Bell, with excellent learning taking place across our school. I continue to be incredibly proud of the 

enthusiasm, effort and positive attitudes our pupils demonstrate each day.

A huge congratulations to our newly appointed Head Pupils and Heads of House team. These are important positions of responsibility within our school, and 

I am confident that our new pupil leaders will be excellent role models, representing our values and helping to make a positive difference across Harper 

Bell.

I would also like to remind families of the importance of excellent attendance and punctuality. Every day in school matters, and regular attendance is 

essential if children are to make strong progress, maintain positive routines and benefit fully from the opportunities we provide. We are actively monitoring 

attendance across the school and will contact families where attendance becomes a concern. Where required, formal attendance correspondence will also 

be issued in line with Department for Education expectations and our attendance procedures. We greatly appreciate the continued support of the many 

families who ensure their children attend school regularly and arrive on time each day.

We are also delighted to officially welcome Milo, our school dog, to the Harper Bell family! The children have already greeted him with such warmth and 

excitement. Milo will be joining us on various days throughout the week, including every Friday, and we look forward to him becoming a familiar and much-

loved member of our school community.

Please also remember our upcoming Open Day on 15th October, when we will be delighted to welcome families into school and showcase the wonderful 

learning and opportunities taking place at Harper Bell. We are still inviting parents, carers and friends of the school who may be interested in becoming 

part of our new PTFA to come forward – please speak to the school office if you would like to get involved.

There is lots to look forward to as we continue to bring our school community together. We cannot wait to welcome families into school for more exciting 

events, including our upcoming Cinema Evening!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership as we strive together for “A more excellent way.”

Mrs S. Sidhu



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Reception
 Maths: .We have been practising using language to describe 

mass and weight. We compared objects and continued to 

practise counting and number recognition.

 Writing: We have begun to hear some sounds in words and 
are spelling CVC words with support!

 Reading: We are continuing to practise blending CVC words 
and have started to learn tricky words to, the, I and is.

 Science: We have explored new textures during our choosing 
time, such as coloured sand and paint mixing.

 
    P.E P.E we practised a game where we were sports cars,  changing speed, 

direction and testing our cardiovascular health.
Art: We chose our own recourses and made free choice Art.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
 English

This week, Year 1 have continued exploring Oi Frog!. We have described characters using exciting adjectives and 
practised putting our ideas into sentences. We have also compared characters and talked carefully about what 
makes them similar and different.

 Maths
In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of numbers and the number line. We have practised 
ordering objects and numbers, finding numbers on a number line and using our mathematical vocabulary to 
explain our thinking.

 Science
In Science, we have been learning about the four seasons. We explored how the weather, trees and amount of 
daylight change throughout the year. We have also been developing our scientific skills by observing, comparing 
and recording information.

 Art
In Art, we have continued exploring the work of Paul Klee. We experimented with lines, shapes and movement, 
thinking about how artists can use different types of lines to create interesting artwork.

 RE
In RE, we have been learning about baptism and belonging to the Church family. We explored what happens 
during a baptism and the important roles of parents, godparents and the church community. We focused 
particularly on the symbols of water and light and how baptism represents being welcomed into God’s family.

 PSHE
In PSHE, we have continued learning about our amazing brains and emotions. We talked about what happens 
when we experience big feelings and practised ways we can help ourselves to feel calm and ready to learn.
          P.E we practised a game where we were sports cars,  changing speed, direction and testing our 

cardiovascular health.



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: This week, the children have been developing their understanding 

of number. They have practised comparing different amounts and numbers, 

using language such as greater than, less than and equal to. They have also 

been learning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s, using practical resources and number 

patterns to support their understanding..
 Writing: In Writing, the children have been exploring the story Stardust. 

They have been developing their sentence writing by explaining why characters 

felt or acted in certain ways. The children have practised using conjunctions 

such as ‘because’ to add reasons and make their sentences more detailed

 Science: In Science, the children have continued to develop their 

understanding of living things and their habitats. They have been exploring how 

living things can be grouped and identifying what they need to survive.

Art: In Art,  the children have been developing their drawing skills by 

exploring tone and shading. They have experimented with using different pencil 

pressures to create lighter and darker shades, building confidence in creating 

depth and detail in their artwork

  PE: In PE, the children have been developing their athletics skills. They 

have been practising running, jumping and moving with control, while focusing 

on improving their coordination, balance and technique. They have also been 

learning to work positively with others and follow instructions during activities.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 Maths:

This week, the children started their new Addition and Subtraction unit. They 

began by revisiting their number bonds to 10 and using these facts to support their 

addition and subtraction skills.

 Writing:
The children worked hard to publish their explanation texts this week. They took 

great care with their presentation and were very proud of their finished pieces!

 Reading:

In Reading, the children continued to develop their retrieval and inference skills. 
They practised finding key information and using clues from the text to answer 

questions.

 Geography:

The children continued their learning about volcanoes, building on their 
knowledge and understanding of these fascinating geographical features.

 PE:

In PE, the children have been exploring dodgeball. They have been developing 

their throwing, catching and dodging skills, while learning how to work effectively 

as part of a team.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
Maths

This week in Maths, we have continued our Place Value unit. The children have been 

developing their understanding of how to compare and order numbers, using their 

knowledge of thousands, hundreds, tens and ones to support their reasoning. We have also 

explored Roman numerals, learning how numbers are represented using different symbols 

and applying this knowledge to read and write Roman numerals accurately.

Reading

In Reading, we have continued to strengthen our retrieval and inference skills. The children 

have been using key words to locate information within texts, as well as using clues and 

evidence to work out information that is not stated directly. We have also been learning 

and exploring new vocabulary, thinking carefully about the meaning of unfamiliar words and 

how context can help us understand them.

 Writing

This week has been an exciting one in Writing as the children have begun applying 

everything they have learned to retell part of the story of Aladdin. They have been using 

key writing features, including descriptive and figurative language and carefully chosen 

adverbials, to add detail and create vivid images in the reader’s mind. We have been 

particularly focused on making thoughtful vocabulary choices that bring our characters, 

settings and events to life.

Geography

In Geography, we have continued our exploration of tropical rainforests, focusing on the 

threats they face and why they need to be protected. The children have considered how 

human activities can cause rainforests to change and the impact this can have on plants, 

animals, people and our planet. We have also discussed the many reasons rainforests are 

important and what can be done to help protect them for future generations.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 5

 Maths: This has been our last week of looking at place value. 
Year 5 found 'rounding up/down' the hardest part of the topic but 

have been so resilient and by the end of the week every child 
was able to round numbers to the nearest 10 and 100.

 Writing: This week the children have finished their drafting, 
editting and spend their time making their published writes look 

absolutely beautiful. Mrs Sidhu had the opportunity to see the 
children working on their published pieces and was beyond 

impressed with their presentation and writing so early on in the 
year.

 Science: Science this week was lots of fun with the children 
using filter paper and funnels to turn dirty water into clean 

water. We also looked at how Severn Trent Water cleans our 
water supplies Birmingham with safe drinking water.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 5
Reception:

Formation and tricky 
words we have learnt 
so far. Initial sounds. 
Name writing practice.

Year 1: Spellings and 

applying new 

digraphs in words.

. Reading books 
allocated please 
return Monday.

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 

• Reading books have 
been sent out on 
Big Cat COLLINS



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community
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https://greensquareaccord.co.uk/news/community/intr
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What’s been happening?   

https://www.brb.org.uk/events/dance-track-

community-swan-lake-ticket-offer

Swan Lake - Dance Track Ticket Offer
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What’s been happening?   
Visit from an Olympic Athlete

Joel Fearon is a Team GB 

Bobsledder and Sprinter and 

an inspiring role model for 

young people, ready to 

motivate our pupils and get 

everyone moving.

*** More details about this 

exciting event to follow!



What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary
6/10/26: Year 4 Reading Parent Workshop

7/10/26: Reception and Year 1 values performance

09/10/2026: Hello Yellow: non-uniform day

05/10/26-15/10/26: Y5 Bikeability

13/10/26: Year 5 Reading Parent Workshop

15/10/26: Open day

20/10/26: Year 6 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Cinema Evening



What’s been happening?   A Holy Mission
We are delighted to share that Mr Brown will be 

travelling to Jamaica on 3rd November for two weeks 
to support an important church-building project. 

During his visit, he will be helping to rebuild and 

repair three Seventh-day Adventist churches, including 

one in Westmoreland, using his practical skills to serve 

local church communities and help create safe, 
welcoming places for worship.

This is a wonderful example of Christian service in 

action and of using the gifts God has given us to help 

others. As 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us: “Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others.”

Mr Brown is currently raising funds to help cover the 

cost of his travel and accommodation, enabling him to 
carry out this valuable work. Any contribution, 

however small, would be greatly appreciated. Please 

see the school office if you would like to make a 

donation.

We will be keeping Mr Brown, the churches and the 

communities he will be serving in our prayers as he 

prepares for his journey.



“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” – Colossians 

4:2

Prayer is a wonderful gift from God. It gives us the opportunity to talk to Him, 

thank Him, ask for His guidance and share the things that are on our hearts. 

We can pray when we are happy, worried, thankful or unsure – God is always 

ready to listen.

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 95.9%

This week: 96.4%
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