
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 6
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we continue through this academic year, I am incredibly proud of the journey our school is on. We are particularly looking forward to our 

upcoming Ofsted inspection, which will provide a wonderful opportunity to showcase the significant and rapid improvements we have made, 

the dedication of our staff and, most importantly, the amazing learning, achievements and positive attitudes of our children. There is so much 

to celebrate at Harper Bell, and we look forward to sharing all that makes our school community special.

Your voice matters! We are extremely grateful for the continued support of our parents and carers, and we genuinely value your views. Please 

take a few moments to complete our Parent/Carer Survey, shared on ClassDojo. Your feedback plays an important role in helping us celebrate 

our successes and identify ways to make Harper Bell even better.

It has also been fantastic to see our free Breakfast Club continuing to thrive! We love seeing children enjoying a positive, settled start to their 

school day. We encourage families to continue making use of this wonderful free provision. If your child is not yet attending, please speak to 

the school office to sign up.

Our after-school sports provision is also proving increasingly popular, with more and more children taking part each week! It is wonderful to see 

pupils enjoying being active, developing new skills, building friendships and having fun together. There are still spaces available, so we would 
love to welcome even more children to these exciting sessions.

Finally, please continue to visit our school website, which is regularly updated with important information, upcoming events, news and 

celebrations of school life. It is a fantastic way to stay connected with everything happening at Harper Bell.

Thank you, as always, for your continued encouragement, trust and support. The partnership between home and school is such an important 

part of our success, and together, we will continue to build on the excellent progress being made.

Mrs S. Sidhu



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Reception
 Reception – Our Learning This Week 
 Maths: This week, Reception have been exploring numbers through play and practical 

activities. We have been counting carefully, recognising numbers and talking about how many 
objects we can see. 

 Literacy:

In Literacy, we have been developing our speaking, listening and early writing skills.  We have 
enjoyed sharing ideas, learning new words and practising the sounds we know to help us with our 

reading and writing.
 Phonics:

We have continued learning our letter sounds and practising how to hear sounds in words.  

Children have been working hard to recognise sounds, say them clearly and begin to blend sounds 
together.

 Understanding the World:
We have been exploring different materials through exciting practical activities.  Children 
have investigated what happens when we mix materials together, including paint, sand, mud and 

water. We have enjoyed making predictions and talking about the changes we notice.
 PSHE: This week, we have been learning about our feelings and how to manage big emotions. 

 We have talked about how our brains help us and practised simple strategies, including 
calm breathing, to help our bodies feel calm again.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
 Year 1 – Our Learning This Week 

 Maths:

This week, Year 1 have been learning about parts and wholes. We have used practical resources and part-whole 

models to identify the parts and the whole, and explored how the same whole can be split in different ways. We 

have also been developing our understanding of number bonds.

 Writing:

In Writing, we have continued our exciting work based on Oi Frog!  Children have explored rhyming words and 

practised orally rehearsing and writing rhyming sentences, such as “The frog sat on a log.” We have used pictures 

and vocabulary to help us generate our own ideas.

 Science:

In Science, we have continued learning about the four seasons.  Children have been observing changes 

over time, thinking about how trees, weather, temperature and daylight change throughout the year.

 Geography:

This week, we became playground investigators!  Children explored how people feel about different areas 

of our playground. We learned what a survey and questionnaire are and used our opinions to explain how we feel 

about different playground features. 

 Art:

In Art, we have created self portraits using shapes and organis shapes.

 RE:

In RE, we have continued learning about Christianity and belonging to the church.  Children have explored 

baptism and how this special ceremony welcomes someone into the Christian church family.

 Computing:

In Computing, children have been developing their confidence using iPads.  They have practised skills such as 

tapping, dragging, selecting and using digital tools to create and edit pictures.



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: This week, the children have continued to develop their 

understanding of place value, building on their work comparing and 

ordering numbers. They have been practising counting forwards and 

backwards in steps of 2, 3, 5 and 10, recognising patterns and using their 

number knowledge to solve problems. The children have also been 

developing their confidence in explaining their mathematical thinking.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have continued to develop their 

sentence-building skills, focusing on writing clear, interesting and 

increasingly detailed sentences. They have been practising using capital 

letters, full stops and conjunctions to extend their ideas. The children 

have also been encouraged to reread their work, checking that their 

sentences make sense and identifying ways to improve their writing.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 

 Maths: The children have been excelling at adding and 

subtracting hundreds, tens and ones, developing their confidence 

and mental maths skills.

 Writing: We have started writing our suspense stories inspired by 

The Wolves in the Walls, using exciting vocabulary to build tension.

 Reading: We have continued developing our retrieval and 

inference skills.

 Science: The children have continued exploring the different 

nutrients our bodies need to stay healthy.

 RE: We have continued learning about reconciliation in 

Christianity, focusing on forgiveness and making peace.

 Special Event: Year 3 enjoyed taking part in the online Black 

Heroes of Mathematics Youth Festival, discovering the inspirational 

mathematician David Blackwell and celebrating his achievements in 

mathematics!



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
Year 4 have enjoyed another fantastic week of learning!

 Maths: We have been developing our understanding of rounding numbers 

to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000, using our place value knowledge to help us 

make accurate decisions.

 Writing: We have been exploring the key features of factual reports and 

beginning to construct informative sentences that answer important questions 

for the reader. We have also been practising using adverbials to explain where, 

when and how something happens, helping us make our writing clearer and 

more detailed.

 Reading: We have continued to strengthen our retrieval skills, learning 

how to locate key information in a text and use evidence to answer questions 

accurately.

Geography: We have continued to deepen our understanding of the 

importance of rainforests, exploring why they are so valuable to our planet 

and the people and animals that depend on them. We have also considered 

how we can protect rainforests and help repair some of the damage caused by 

deforestation and other human activities.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 5

 Maths: In maths this week the children have been focusing on using mental arithmetic 
methods to help solve equations. We also had a fantastic lesson where year 5 took the lead 

and acted as teachers where they explained to each other how to use collumn method for 
additions with exchanges.

 Writing: In writing this week we have began looking at our new story: One small step. 
The children have already shown a wider range of vocabulary for this topic and are 

beginning to produce more complex sentences.

 Reading: our reading lessons this week have been heavily science based as we have 
looked at the works of 'Severn Trent Water' as well as The Water Cycle'. The class are 
becoming really confident with retrieval skills and are beginning to also look at retrieval 

skills.

 Science: In science this week we looked at how we can separate solutions via 
evaporation.



What’s been happening?    Curriculum in action: Year 6

 Maths: This week, the children have been strengthening their understanding of place value 
and applying this knowledge to the four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. They have been developing their fluency in calculations, using efficient methods and 
applying their reasoning skills to solve increasingly challenging problems. The children have also 

explored square and cube numbers, learning how cubing involves multiplying a number by itself 
three times.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have been applying the skills they have developed throughout 
their recent lessons to complete an extended piece of independent writing, known as their Big 

Write. They have focused on selecting ambitious vocabulary, using a range of sentence structures 
and applying punctuation accurately to create engaging and purposeful writing. The children have 
also been encouraged to demonstrate greater independence, reviewing and refining their work to 

ensure it reflects their very best efforts.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 6
Reception:

Formation and tricky 
words we have learnt 
so far. Initial sounds. 
Name writing practice.

Year 1: Spellings and 

applying new 

digraphs in words.

. Reading books 
allocated please 
return Monday.

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 

• Reading books have 
been sent out on 
Big Cat COLLINS



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community
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What’s been happening?   

https://www.brb.org.uk/events/dance-track-

community-swan-lake-ticket-offer

Swan Lake - Dance Track Ticket Offer
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What’s been happening?   
Visit from an Olympic Athlete

Joel Fearon is a Team GB 

Bobsledder and Sprinter and 

an inspiring role model for 

young people, ready to 

motivate our pupils and get 

everyone moving.

*** More details about this 

exciting event to follow!



What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary
15/10/26: Open day

20/10/26: Year 5 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Year 6 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Cinema Evening



What’s been happening?   A Holy Mission
We are delighted to share that Mr Brown will be 

travelling to Jamaica on 3rd November for two weeks 
to support an important church-building project. 

During his visit, he will be helping to rebuild and 

repair three Seventh-day Adventist churches, including 

one in Westmoreland, using his practical skills to serve 

local church communities and help create safe, 
welcoming places for worship.

This is a wonderful example of Christian service in 

action and of using the gifts God has given us to help 

others. As 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us: “Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others.”

Mr Brown is currently raising funds to help cover the 

cost of his travel and accommodation, enabling him to 
carry out this valuable work. Any contribution, 

however small, would be greatly appreciated. Please 

see the school office if you would like to make a 

donation.

We will be keeping Mr Brown, the churches and the 

communities he will be serving in our prayers as he 

prepares for his journey.



“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 

in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” – Philippians 1:6 (KJV)

This week, our Mountain of Excellence character value is Progress. 

God reminds us that growth takes time and that every step forward matters. 

Progress is not about being perfect; it is about learning, persevering and 

becoming a little better each day. Whether we are overcoming challenges, 

developing new skills or showing greater kindness to others, every small 

improvement is something to celebrate.

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 96.4%

This week: 95.9%
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