
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 7
Dear Parents and Carers,

What another wonderful and successful week we have enjoyed at Harper Bell! I would like to thank our pupils, staff, parents and carers for 

their continued enthusiasm, commitment and support. It has been a busy and rewarding week, with so much to celebrate across our school 

community.

This week has also provided a valuable opportunity to reflect on the journey we are making together as a school. It has been particularly 
encouraging to hear feedback from visitors about aspects of school life that we work so hard to develop every day. Moments like these remind 

us of the importance of our shared commitment to providing the very best for our children. We are incredibly proud of our pupils and the 

positive contribution they make to our school each day.

We have lots of exciting events to look forward to next week! On Monday, we are delighted to welcome Joel Fearon, a Great Britain athlete, 

who will be visiting our school to inspire our children through his experiences of sport, determination and achievement. We hope this will be a 

memorable opportunity for pupils to learn about the importance of perseverance, ambition and believing in themselves.

We are also looking forward to our Cinema Evening on Wednesday, which promises to be a lovely opportunity for our school community to come 

together, relax and enjoy a family film. Alongside this, our Harvest Festival celebrations will provide an opportunity to reflect on gratitude, 
generosity and the many blessings we share, reminding us of the importance of caring for others.

As always, thank you for your continued trust, encouragement and partnership. There is a great deal to be proud of at Harper Bell, and even 

more to look forward to as we continue our journey together.

Wishing all our families a restful and enjoyable weekend.

Mrs S. Sidhu



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Reception
 Expressive Arts and Design

This week, the children have been creating their own self-portraits! We looked carefully at our 
faces and discussed our different facial features, including our eyes, noses, mouths and hair. The 
children enjoyed noticing similarities and differences between themselves and their friends.

 Phonics and Reading
In Phonics, we have been developing our confidence in reading CVC words. The children are 

beginning to blend individual sounds together to read simple words independently. We have also 
started learning to spell the tricky words to, the, I, is, put, pull and full.

 Maths

In Maths, we have been exploring the numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children have been practising 
recognising and representing these amounts using objects, pictures and practical resources. We 

have focused on understanding that numbers represent different quantities.
 Religious Education (RE)

In RE, we have continued learning about Christianity and what it means to belong to a church 

community. We have explored baptism and discussed why it is a special celebration for Christians, 
welcoming someone into the church family.

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
In PSED, we have continued learning about our brains and how they help us understand and 
manage our feelings. We have talked about different emotions and practised simple calming 

strategies, including happy breathing. We have also discussed the importance of keeping on 
trying when something feels tricky.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
 Maths This week, we have been developing our addition skills. We have explored number bonds 

to 10, adding groups together and adding more to a starting number. We used ten frames, number lines 
and practical resources to help us solve addition problems and write number sentences.

 Writing In Writing, we have continued our work based on Oi Frog! The children have been creating 

missing posters for the frog, using adjectives to describe him. We have practised joining two describing 
words using the conjunction 'and' to develop sentences to give more information about the missing frog.

 Science
In Science, we have continued exploring the four seasons. We have discussed how the weather changes 
throughout the year and how we can identify different seasons by observing the world around us.

 Geography
In Geography, we have been exploring our school playground and thinking about how it could be 

improved. The children have considered what makes a good playground and suggested ways to make our 
outdoor environment even better.

 Art

In Art, we have been developing self-portraits using organic shapes.
 RE

In RE, we have continued learning about Christianity and belonging to the church community. We have 
explored why baptism is important to Christians and how it represents welcoming someone into the 
Christian family.

 PSHE
In PSHE, we have continued learning about our brains and how they help us manage our emotions. We 

have discussed the importance of perseverance and using calming strategies when we experience big 
feelings.



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: .This week in Maths, the children have been learning how to add and subtract 2-

digit numbers. They have been using tens and ones, base 10 and part-whole models to deepen 
their understanding of place value and have been using their skills to solve calculations with 

increasing confidence.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have been writing sentences inspired by the story 
Stardust by. They have been working on using their senses and carefully chosen describing 
words to bring the characters and settings to life and creating exciting sentences to engage 

their readers.

 Science: In Science, the children have been learning about habitats. They have been 
exploring where different plants and animals live and discussing how each habitat provides 
the food, water and shelter they need to survive and stay healthy.

Art :In Art, the children have been developing their sketching skills. They have been 

learning how to create tone by pressing lightly and firmly with their pencils and have been 
practising shading to show light and dark areas in their drawings.

 RE: In RE, the children have been exploring the question "Why do Christian's trust Jesus 
and follow him?". They have been thinking about what it means to trust someone, discussing 

the people they trust in their own lives, and adding their thoughtful ideas to our class Trust 
Tree.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 Maths:

This week in Maths, the children have been learning how to add and subtract across 

tens and hundreds. They have been developing their understanding of place value and 

using their skills to solve calculations with increasing confidence.

 Writing:

In Writing, the children have been writing sentences for their suspense stories, inspired 

by The Wolves in the Walls. They have been working on building suspense and creating 

exciting sentences to engage their readers.

 Reading:

In Reading, the children have been practising their retrieval and inference skills. They 

have been learning how to find key information in a text and use clues to explain what 

they think is happening.

 Science:

In Science, the children have continued to explore the importance of a healthy diet. 

They have been learning about different nutrients and how these help to provide our 

bodies with the energy we need to stay healthy and active.

 Geography:

In Geography, the children have been exploring how to survive a natural disaster, 

focusing on volcanoes and earthquakes. They discussed what they would need to do to 

stay safe and thought carefully about the essential items they would include in an 

emergency kit.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
 Maths:

This week in Maths, we have been learning how to use the formal written column method to 

add four-digit numbers. The children have been carefully lining up thousands, hundreds, tens 

and ones and working systematically through each column. 

 English:

In English, we have been developing our ability to write effective and engaging sentences in 

preparation for our factual report. We have focused on using carefully chosen adjectives to add 

precise description, alongside direct speech to bring our writing to life. 

 Reading:

This week in Reading, we have been exploring scientific vocabulary linked to our topic of 

digestion. The children have been developing their understanding of key words such as 'absorb' 

and 'churn', using context, visuals and definitions to explain their meanings. We have also 

continued to strengthen our retrieval skills, identifying key words in questions and locating 

accurate information within texts to support our answers.

 Geography:

In Geography, we have been exploring the different ways forests are used by people, including 

woodlands here in the UK. We have learned how forests provide valuable resources such as 

timber, support wildlife and offer opportunities for recreation, exercise and wellbeing. The 

children have also been  exploring ways we can look after these important environments for 

future generations.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 5

 Maths: This week in maths we have focuses on using collumn 
method for addition and subtraction.

 Reading: This week we have used our history lessons to focus on 

learning about the importance of celebrating Black History Month, 
Bessie Coleman, Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela. The children have 
loved learning about the past and discussing how incredibly these 

people impacted the world.

 Science: This week in science we did an experiment to see if 
coffee dissolved fastest in cold, warm or hot water. The children 
planned the experiment and conducted it in groups.

Geography: This week in geography the children began researching for 
their end of topic piece. They are designing their own travel 
brochures for The Alps.

 



What’s been happening?    Curriculum in action: Year 6
 Maths: We've been continuing to work on squared, cubed and prime numbers and are now moving onto division. We've been 

securing and revisiting short division ready to move onto long division next week.

 Writing: Year 6 have enjoyed their suspense inspired writing unit using 'A Monster Calls' as a stimulus. Next week we will 

applying all of the skills we've rehearsed and explore to plan and write our own version.

 Reading: It's been wonderful to get back into the library and choose our Accelerated Reader books. In Reading lessons, we have 

looked at identifying persuasive techniques used by an author

 Science: As we've delved deeper into our knowledge of microorganisms and bacteria, we've planned and carried out our own 
investigation to see what happens to a slice of bread when it has been touched with dirty hands compared to one touched with 
clean hands. We can't wait to see how the bread has chanegd next week and evaluate our own predictions.

 Geography: As we come to the end of our topic all about International Trade, we've began to explore what fairtrade is and 

make judgements about the benefits of this.  We will continue to explore this next week and gain a deeper understanding of why 
this is such a crucial part of trade, sustainability and equality.

 RE: In Re, we've continued to explore the Trinity and understand the importance of this for Christians.

We've very excited for our Ipads to arrive next week and to begin to use these as a tool in class to support and enhance our 
learning.  More details will be shared with parents at the start of the week.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 7
Reception:

Formation and tricky 
words we have learnt 
so far. Spell CVC 
words. Name writing  
practice.

Year 1: Story review for 'Oi 

Frog' and practise whole part 

model

. Reading books 
allocated please 
return Monday.

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 

• Reading books have 
been sent out on 
Big Cat COLLINS



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community

https://familywellbeingzone.org.uk/

https://greensquareaccord.co.uk/news/community/intr

oducing-the-family-wellbeing-zone 
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What’s been happening?   

https://www.brb.org.uk/events/dance-track-

community-swan-lake-ticket-offer

Swan Lake - Dance Track Ticket Offer
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What’s been happening?   
Visit from an Olympic Athlete

Joel Fearon is a Team GB 

Bobsledder and Sprinter and 

an inspiring role model for 

young people, ready to 

motivate our pupils and get 

everyone moving.

*** More details about this 

exciting event to follow!



What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary

20/10/26: Year 5 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Year 6 Reading Parent Workshop

21/10/26: Cinema Evening

4.11.26 Reception and Year 1 Animal Man payment to be made by 30.10.26



What’s been happening?   A Holy Mission
We are delighted to share that Mr Brown will be 

travelling to Jamaica on 3rd November for two weeks 
to support an important church-building project. 

During his visit, he will be helping to rebuild and 

repair three Seventh-day Adventist churches, including 

one in Westmoreland, using his practical skills to serve 

local church communities and help create safe, 
welcoming places for worship.

This is a wonderful example of Christian service in 

action and of using the gifts God has given us to help 

others. As 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us: “Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others.”

Mr Brown is currently raising funds to help cover the 

cost of his travel and accommodation, enabling him to 
carry out this valuable work. Any contribution, 

however small, would be greatly appreciated. Please 

see the school office if you would like to make a 

donation.

We will be keeping Mr Brown, the churches and the 

communities he will be serving in our prayers as he 

prepares for his journey.



“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” – Jeremiah 

29:11 (NIV)

This week, our Mountain of Excellence character value is Purpose. God 

reminds us that each of us is wonderfully made, with unique gifts, talents and 

a special purpose. Every act of kindness, every challenge we overcome and 

every opportunity to help others brings us closer to fulfilling the plans God has 

for us.

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 95.9%

This week: 96.7%
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