
     HB newsletter: Autumn 1, Wk 8
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of a busy and successful half term, I would like to say a heartfelt well done to all our children and thank you to our 

parents and carers for your continued support. There is so much to celebrate at Harper Bell, and it has been lovely to see the children working 

hard, growing in confidence and taking greater pride in their learning and our school community. The partnership between home and school 

remains central to everything we do. 

Thank you for your encouragement, your feedback and the trust you place in us. We want every family to feel welcomed, listened to and 

supported as we work together to help every child thrive. Please continue to check ClassDojo and visit our school website at 

www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk for newsletters, important dates, school information and updates.

Attendance has improved significantly this half term, and I am grateful for your efforts to ensure that children are in school regularly and 

ready to learn. Every day in school helps children build their knowledge, strengthen friendships and feel a sense of belonging. Please continue 

to work with us to maintain this positive progress, and do speak to us if you need support with any barriers to attendance.

Our recent Ofsted inspection was an important moment for the school. I was proud of how our children represented Harper Bell and grateful to 

the parents who shared their experiences with inspectors. We look forward to sharing the report with you once it is published and celebrating 
the school’s progress together.

I wish all our families a safe, restful and enjoyable half term. I hope you have the opportunity to spend time together, recharge and enjoy a 

well-deserved break. We look forward to welcoming the children back, ready for another happy and successful half term.

Warm wishes, Mrs Susan Sidhu Headteacher

https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/
https://www.harperbellsdaschool.co.uk/


What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Reception
.

 Literacy

This week, we enjoyed listening to the story Whatever Next! by Jill Murphy.  We talked about the characters 

and events in the story and practised remembering what happened in the correct order. We used our imagination to 

think about exciting adventures!

 Maths

This week, we have been learning to recognise, count and match amounts to 1, 2 and 3.

We used objects and pictures to match quantities to the correct numerals.

 = 1

 = 2

 = 3

We practised counting carefully and checking that each object was counted once.

 Art

We had lots of fun making our own harvest hats!  We explored autumn colours and used our creativity to 

decorate our hats. We were very proud of our wonderful designs!

 RE

We continued learning about Christian values and how we can show love, kindness and care towards others.

 PSHE

We have been practising sharing, taking turns and being kind friends. We are learning how to work together and help 

one another during play.

 Learning at Home

 Maths: Ask your child to find 1, 2 or 3 objects around the house and match them to the correct number.

 Reading: Share a bedtime story and ask your child what happened at the beginning, middle and end.

 Phonics: Practise blending simple words such as cat, dog, sun and pin.



What’s been happening?Curriculum in action: Year 1
  Maths
This week, we have been learning how to solve addition word problems. We used counters, 

drawings and number tracks to help us count on and find totals. We also practised writing 

addition number sentences and explaining our answers.
 English

We have continued developing our sentence-writing skills, focusing on using adjectives to 
describe and adding more detail to our writing. We have been practising saying our sentences 

aloud before writing them.

 Phonics
We have been practising reading and spelling words using our phonics knowledge. We have also 

been working on recognising tricky words and reading sentences with increasing confidence.
 Geography

We completed our end-of-unit geography quiz! This was a fantastic opportunity to remember 

and demonstrate everything we have learnt during our geography topic.
 Art

We had lots of creative fun making our very own harvest hats!  We explored autumn and 
harvest themes while using our artistic skills to create colourful designs.

 RE

We have continued exploring our learning in Religious Education, thinking about Christian values 
and how we can show kindness, care and respect towards others.

 PSHE
We have been thinking about how to be good friends, work together and show respect to 

everyone in our classroom.

 



What’s been happening?  Curriculum in action: Year 2
 Maths: This week in Maths, the children have been building on their addition and subtraction of 

2-digit numbers. They have used base 10, part-whole models and number lines to explain their 
thinking and have been tackling reasoning problems with growing independence. .

 Writing: In Writing, the children have continued their work on Stardust  They have been 

using expanded noun phrases and sensory language to describe the characters and settings and 

have been proud to share their exciting sentences with the class.

 Reading: In Reading, the children have been practising reading with fluency and 

expression. They have been answering questions about what they have read and using clues in 

the text to explain their ideas.

 Science:  In Science, the children have been comparing different habitats. They have been 

sorting plants and animals into the places they live and explaining how each habitat meets their 

needs for food, water and shelter.

Art: In Art, the children have been bringing their sketching skills together. They have used 

light and firm pencil pressure to create tone and shading, adding depth and detail to their 

drawings.

 RE:  In RE, the children have continued exploring "Why do Christian's trust Jesus and follow 

him?". They have been reflecting on stories of Jesus and adding their thoughtful ideas to our 

class Trust Tree

Happy half term! What a brilliant first half term it has been! The children have 

worked so hard and settled wonderfully into Year 2. Thank you for all your support 
at home. Have a restful and happy break, looking  forward to seeing everyone 
back after half term



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 3
 Maths:

In Maths, the children have moved on to using formal written methods to solve 

addition and subtraction calculations. They have been developing their confidence 
and accuracy when using the column method to solve calculations.

 Writing:

In English, the children have published their suspense stories! They have worked 
hard to create exciting and engaging pieces of writing, using ambitious vocabulary 

to build tension and keep their readers hooked. We have been so impressed with 
their creativity!

 Reading:

In Reading, we have focused on developing retrieval and inference skills. The 
children have been practising how to find key information in a text and use clues 

to explain their ideas and make sensible predictions about characters and events.
 Science:

In Science, the children completed their end-of-unit assessments, demonstrating 

the knowledge and understanding they have developed throughout the unit. Well 
done, Year 3!

 What a fantastic half term! 

Year 3 have worked incredibly hard and should be very proud of all they have 

achieved. We hope everyone enjoys a restful and enjoyable half-term break. We 
cannot wait to welcome the children back for another excellent half term filled 

with exciting learning and new opportunities!

Miss Nisar



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 4
 Maths: This week, the children have been developing their confidence in 

using the column method for addition, including calculations that 
require exchanging. We have also moved on to column subtraction, beginning 

with calculations that do not require exchanging before introducing exchanging 
to solve more challenging problems. The children have been encouraged to work 

systematically, ensuring digits are correctly aligned according to their place 
value.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have been bringing together all the fantastic 

sentences and vocabulary they have developed throughout our recent lessons to 
complete their Big Write – a newspaper article exploring the effects of plastic 
pollution on an ocean creature. They have been applying their writing skills by 

using conjunctions to extend ideas, adverbials to explain when, where and how 
events happened, and ambitious adjectives to create vivid descriptions. The 

children have worked hard to produce informative and engaging newspaper 
reports that raise awareness of the impact of plastic pollution on marine life.



What’s been happening?   Curriculum in action: Year 5

 Maths: This week in maths we have continued to look at addition and 
subtraction, as well as how we can use the inverse to check answers.

 Writing: This week the children planned, editted and published their own 

version of 'one small step' based on their own career aspirations.

 Reading: This week in reading we have looked at key members of the Royal 

family such as King Charles, Queen Camilla, Prince William and Prince Harry. We 
have looked at their roles and how they contribute to England and to the rest of 

the world.

 Science: For science this week we simply completed our end of unit quiz- the 

children did FANTASTICALLY and showed immense improvement from their pre-unit 
quiz.

       PE: This week we had a visit from Joel Fearon for PE. The children really 
enjoyed meeting an Olympian and tried really hard at the activities.



What’s been happening?    Curriculum in action: Year 6

 Maths: This week, the children have been developing their confidence and accuracy in long 

multiplication and short division, applying their knowledge of place value and number facts to 

solve increasingly challenging calculations. They have also been practising generating and 

identifying multiples, exploring number patterns and using their understanding of multiplication 

to support their mathematical reasoning and problem-solving skills.

 Writing: In Writing, the children have been applying the skills developed during their 

previous sentence-level lessons to craft an engaging opening to a suspense narrative. They have 

focused on using complex sentences, including relative clauses, to add detail and develop their 

ideas, alongside precise vocabulary and powerful descriptive language to create atmosphere, 

build tension and capture the reader's imagination. The children have been encouraged to make 

thoughtful choices about their language and sentence structures to keep their readers intrigued 

and eager to discover what happens next.



What’s been happening?H  HB Home Learning: Autumn 1, Wk 8
Reception:

Formation and 
spelling pack of all we 
have learnt so far. 
Spell CVC words. 
Name writing  
practice.

Year 1: Mahs and Phonics 

recap

. Reading books 
allocated please 
return Tuesday after 
holiday.

Year 3
Homework is now in 
homework books. 
Please look after the 
books and ensure 
they are returned by 
Wednesdays.

Year 4
Homework books 
sent home:
-Maths
-Reading 
Comprehension
-Spelling

Year 5:

• Homework is now in 
homework books.  Please 
look after these books and 
ensure they are returned 
by Wednesdays.

Year 6:
• Homework in homework 

books.
• Children should also be 

practising times tables on 
TT Rockstars. Logins have 
been sent home. Their 
accounts are monitored to 
see when they last logged 
in.

Year 2:
• Homework is now in 

homework books. 
Please look after 
the books and 
ensure they are 
returned by 
Wednesdays.

• Logins for TT 
Rockstar have been 
given out 



What’s been happening?   In our Local Community

https://familywellbeingzone.org.uk/

https://greensquareaccord.co.uk/news/community/intr

oducing-the-family-wellbeing-zone 
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What’s been happening?   Dates for your diary
Mon 2 Nov Inset Day (school closed to pupils)
Wed 4 Nov Reception/Year 1 Animal Encounter
Tue 10 Nov Reception/Year 1 Parent Reading Workshop
Wed 11 Nov Remembrance Worship
Tue 17 Nov Year 2 Parent Reading Workshop
Wed 18 Nov Inclusion Multi-agency Coffee Morning
Thu 19 Nov Year 4 Viking Experience
Thu 19 Nov Year 4 Anglo-Saxon Experience
Tue 24 Nov Year 3 Parent Reading Workshop
Tue 1 Dec Year 4 Parent Reading Workshop
Mon 7 Dec (11am-12pm) Choir Performance (Abbey Rose Nursing Home)
Tue 8 Dec Year 5 Parent Reading Workshop
Wed 9 Dec Advent and Christmas Community Service
Thu 10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day
Mon 14 Dec (10.30am-11.30am) Choir Performance (Edgbaston Manor Nursing Home)
Tue 15 Dec Year 6 Parent Reading Workshop



What’s been happening?   A Holy Mission
We are delighted to share that Mr Brown will be 

travelling to Jamaica on 3rd November for two weeks 
to support an important church-building project. 

During his visit, he will be helping to rebuild and 

repair three Seventh-day Adventist churches, including 

one in Westmoreland, using his practical skills to serve 

local church communities and help create safe, 
welcoming places for worship.

This is a wonderful example of Christian service in 

action and of using the gifts God has given us to help 

others. As 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us: “Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others.”

Mr Brown is currently raising funds to help cover the 

cost of his travel and accommodation, enabling him to 
carry out this valuable work. Any contribution, 

however small, would be greatly appreciated. Please 

see the school office if you would like to make a 

donation.

We will be keeping Mr Brown, the churches and the 

communities he will be serving in our prayers as he 

prepares for his journey.



“Let all that you do be done in love.” – 1 Corinthians 16:14

Jesus taught us that love is at the heart of everything we do. Love is shown not 

only through our words, but through our actions – when we offer kindness, 

show patience, forgive others and lend a helping hand. Even the smallest act 

of love can make a big difference to someone's day.

Spiritual thought for 

the week...



What’s been happening?   Attendance Page

Last week: 96.7%

This week: 97.95%
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