
 

      

History Language Continuum Progression:  

Reception:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

 

Family 

 

General 

History  

 

Dinosaurs 

 

Toys 

 

Transport 

 

mom, dad, 

me, brother, 

sister, nan, 

grandad, 

baby, carer, 

family, auntie, 

uncle, cousin, 

parents, 

grandparents, 

living 

memory, 

photograph, 

story, 

memory, 

timeline, 

family tree,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concepts of 

time: Today, 

yesterday, 

tomorrow, 

old, new, 

long ago, 

calendar, 

day, week, 

month, past, 

present, 

future, 

before, after, 

remember.   

 

Extinct, past, 

present, 

dinosaur, 

brachiasourus, 

Pterradactyl, 

herbivore, 

carnivore, 

fossil, egg, 

nest,   

 

Wooden, 

heavy, dirty, 

old, torn, 

compare, 

new, plastic, 

metal,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fast, slow, 

compare, 

wooden, 

metal, steam, 

engine, 

pedal, 

electric, 

petrol, diesel, 

power 

 

Year 1:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

How am I 

making 

history? 

 How have toys 

changed? 

 How have 

explorers 

changed 

the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

event 

future 

memory 

now, long 

ago, then, 

before, 

after 

 past 

present 

Timeline 

past, present, 

old, new, toy, 

transport, 

 event 

future 

memory 

past 

present 

Timeline 



 

      

invention, 

change,   

Aerial, Artefact, 

Communication, 

Cord, Dial, 

Decade, 

Handmade, 

Invention, Mass-

made, Pre-

packed, Ration 

Columbus 

explore  

Hemingway 

 different 

event 

explorer 

past 

present 

similar 

timeline 

 

Year 2:  

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

How was 

school 

different in 

the past? 

 How did we 

learn to fly? 

 What is a 

monarch? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(beyond) 

living 

memory (3) 

History 

Decade 

Daily life 

period 

 lifetime 

period 

Wright 

Brothers 

Bessie 

Coleman 

Moon 

landing 

 lifetime 

period 

beyond) 

living 

memory (3) 

history 

William the 

Conqueror 

King 

Castles 

Ceremony 

Coronation 

Bayeux 

Tapestry 

Charles III 

 

 

Year 3: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

Stone Age, 

Bronze Age, 

Iron Age 

 Why did the 

Romans 

invade and 

settle in 

Britain? 

 What was 

important to 

ancient 

Egyptians? 

 AD  sequence  sequence 



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

age 

BC 

chronological 

date 

prehistory 

archaeological 

bronze 

Neolithic 

 AD (Anno 

Domini) 

age 

barter 

BC (Before 

Christ) 

date 

evidence 

export 

historian 

import 

prehistory 

primary source 

reconstruction 

secondary 

source 

settlement 

trade 

memorials 

 

ancient 

era 

modern 

chronological 

date 

archaeology 

border 

chronology 

civilisation 

conquer 

emperor 

empire 

expand 

government 

hygiene 

impact 

invasion 

leisure 

myth 

primary 

source 

secondary 

source 

sequence 

settlement 

ancient 

era 

modern 

chronological 

date 

achievement 

afterlife 

beliefs 

chronological 

civilisation 

continuity 

creation 

goods 

trade 

 

 

Year 4: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 

1 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 

1 

Summer 2 

 

 

How have 

children's’ 

lives 

changed? 

 What 

changed in 

Britain after 

the Anglo-

Saxon 

invasion? 

  

The Impact of 

ancient Maya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 

age 

BC 

chronological 

date 

prehistory 

apprentice 

childhood 

 sequence 

ancient 

era 

modern 

chronological 

date 

consequence 

continuity 

 sequence 

ancient 

era 

modern 

chronological 

date 

achievement 

afterlife 



 

      

class 

continuity 

deduction 

law 

master 

modern 

poorer 

poverty 

servant 

significance 

wealthier 

working 

conditions 

 

convert 

deduction 

evidence 

invasion 

kingdom 

missionary 

monastery 

primary 

source 

secondary 

source 

settlement 

King Alfred 

ancient 

civilisation 

creation 

currency 

decline 

gods/goddesses 

historian 

ritual 

settlement 

trade 

 

 

Year 5: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

Were the 

Vikings 

raiders, 

traders or 

something 

else? 

 What was 

life like in 

Tudor 

England? 

 What is the 

legacy of 

the ancient 

Greek 

civilization? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

century 

decade 

exchange 

trade route 

raids 

saga 

Nordic 

 century 

decade 

bias 

democracy 

enslaved 

enslaver 

heir 

merchant 

occupation 

parliament 

perspective 

propaganda 

reliable 

society 

sovereign 

state 

tyrant 

Henry VIII 

 century 

decade 

citizen 

democracy 

legacy 

Philosophers 

Athenian 

Sparta 

Athens 

Sparta 

Gods & 

Goddesses  

 

Year 6: 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the 

knowledge of the children and which words may or may not be taught. 



 

      

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 

What can 

the census 

tell us 

about the 

local area? 

  

What was the 

impact of 

WWII on 

Britain? 

 Unheard 

histories: 

who should 

go on a 

£10 

banknote? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

century 

decade 

decade 

historical 

enquiry 

occupation 

politics 

reliable 

suffrage 

 

 century 

decade 

advancement 

alliance 

cause 

conflict 

cultural 

exchange 

emigration 

evacuation 

immigration 

migration 

propaganda 

The Bltiz 

RAF 

 century 

decade 

alliance 

legacy 

politics 

society 

 


