
Charles Darwin

1809
Born in 
Shrewsbury,
England

Timeline

1822
Develops 
passion for 
science

1827
Sent to 
Scotland to 
study as a 
doctor

1831
HMS
Beagle
Naturalist

1836
Studied
Plants
and seeds

1859
Origin of 
Species

1882
Died on
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Galapagos
Islands

Archipelago of 
volcanic islands

Darwin’s finches
(15 species)

Pacific Ocean  
Belongs to Ecuador

Each island 
had a unique
environment

Different food 
sources

Each island 
had unique 
animals

Theory of 
Evolution

1836- Begins to develop a theory 

Went against what scholars thought

Process of Natural Selection

Species evolve from a common ancestor

Ideas went against religious beliefs.

1859, published ‘On the Origin of 
Species by Means of Natural Selection.’

International 
best seller

Caused 
controversy

Regarded as one 
of the greatest 
scientific 
discoveries.

Species develop over time to suit their 
environment - EVOLVE


