
Curriculum Overview – Drama  

Ra#onale – why are we teaching this? 

Drama7c ac7vity is already a natural part of most children’s lives before they start school in the form of 
make-believe play, enabling them to make sense of their own iden7ty by exploring meaningful fic7onal 
situa7ons that have parallels in the real world. This can be u7lised at school through structured play and 
drama to encourage pupils to learn ac7vely and interac7vely throughout the primary years and across the 
curriculum. 

Children like to move and to interact with others. In drama we ask them to do exactly this. Rather than 
siGng s7ll and listening they are encouraged to move, speak and respond to one another. Students who 
are challenged by reading and wri7ng (including those with English as a second language) oLen respond 
more posi7vely to the imagina7ve and mul7-sensory learning offered by drama. This in turn helps them 
develop such skills as crea7vity, enquiry, communica7on, empathy, self confidence, coopera7on, 
leadership and nego7a7on. Most importantly, drama ac7vi7es are fun – making learning both enjoyable 
and memorable. 

Drama is ideal for cross-curricular learning and is a valuable tool for use in many subject areas.. In 
par7cular, drama develops literacy skills – suppor7ng speaking and listening, extending vocabulary and 
encouraging pupils to understand and express different points of view. Drama7c ac7vity mo7vates 
children to write for a range of purposes. 

Drama gives children opportuni7es to explore, discuss and deal with difficult issues and express their 
emo7ons in a suppor7ve environment. It enables them to explore their own cultural values and those of 
others, past and present. It encourages them to think and act crea7vely, thus developing cri7cal thinking 
and problem-solving skills that can be applied in all areas of learning. Through drama, children are 
encouraged to take responsible roles and make choices – to par7cipate in and guide their own learning. 
Teachers can take a more open-ended approach, concentra7ng on the process of learning at least as much 
as – if not more than – the product. 

Curriculum intent – What are the big ideas in this subject? 

➢ Learning through play 
➢ Ac7ve and interac7ve 
➢ Develops speaking and listening skills 
➢ Mo7va7on and inspira7on for all kinds of wri7ng 
➢ Mul7sensory 
➢ Learning through experience and fun 
➢ Emo7onal involvement promotes learning 
➢ Promotes teamwork and other skills 
➢ Appeals to different learning modes 



Curriculum implementa#on – How will this subject be delivered? 

Drama will be delivered for 1 hour a week to all children. During this 7me children will take part in a 
mixture of prac7cal and theory classes having the opportunity to be taught, explore, create, devise and 
ul7mately perform in one capacity or the other. Performances will vary in length, style and complexity.  
Each lesson will build upon knowledge and skills with key stage 1 and 2 learning basic skills through play, 
key stage 3 using play to develop ideas and learn exis7ng theories and prac7ces and Key stage 4 following 
the GCSE syllabus.  
The theatre trip will take place in half term 4 giving every student the opportunity to build on their 
cultural capital and have a new experience. 

Curriculum impact – What outcomes must the students get from this subject? 

The drama curriculum will foster an apprecia7on of the Arts and culture whilst developing a lifelong love 
of learning. Students will become confident, resilient, reflec7ve learners whilst learning to respect other 
people, tradi7ons and cultures. Focused and engaging learning opportuni7es will lead to students with an 
interest in performance and choosing Drama at GCSE level. The skills, knowledge and terminology gained 
in KS3 will form the founda7on for learning and development in KS4. All students will gain a range of 
wider, transferrable skills which will support their personal development and learning in other subjects.  
The theatre trip will impact those less fortunate who have not had the opportunity to see live 
performance which will inspire create thought and will expand career aspira7ons.  


