Curriculum Overview – English

	Rationale – why are we teaching this?

English is a fundamental life skill that enables pupils to communicate effectively, understand the world around them and develop meaningful relationships with others. Through becoming confident readers, writers and speakers, pupils develop their ability to express themselves, think critically and engage with a wider range of perspectives and experiences. By being exposed to high-quality literature, pupils broaden their knowledge and experiences of the wider world outside of our community.


	Curriculum intent – What are the big ideas in this subject?

The starting point for English planning is the National Curriculum to ensure that all statutory aspects are met while providing a rich, ambitious and purposeful programme of study. We aim to create confident readers, writers and thinkers who can use language to express themselves and their world around them. Literature and language are at the forefront of our curriculum with high-quality texts providing opportunities for pupils to encounter diverse voices, explore different perspectives and develop a deeper understanding of alternatives experiences. Our text choices are designed to broaden pupils’ knowledge, expand their vocabulary and strength their ability to read, write and speak confidently to prepare them for future steps. We believe that every student deserves access to challenging, age-appropriate literature and the opportunity to engage with texts that inspire, question and empower them. 


	Curriculum implementation – How will this subject be delivered?

· A carefully sequenced curriculum that builds on prior knowledge and addresses misconceptions.
· High-quality, evidence-informed teaching using explicit instruction, adaptive teaching and retrieval practice. 
· Explicit teaching of subject specific and ambitious vocabulary to allow pupils to develop their communication skills in both written and oral form. 
· Key concepts are taught through high quality texts and revisited regularly to ensure fluency and retention. 
· Regular assessments to identify misconceptions, inform teaching and support progress over time. 


	Curriculum impact – What outcomes must the pupils get from this subject?

· Confident, fluent readers who can understand, analyse and respond to a range of challenging texts.
· Effective accurate writers who can communicate ideas clearly, creatively and purposefully. 
· Articulate speakers and active listeners who can express ideas confidently and engage thoughtfully with others
· A rich vocabulary and understanding of language that enables pupils to communicate with precision and sophistication.
· Critical thinkers who can question, interpret and evaluate ideas, preparing them for success beyond HFS.

	Personal Development in English: 

English supports Personal Development by helping pupils communicate effectively, express their ideas and emotions, and understand different perspectives and experiences. Through reading, writing, discussion and speaking and listening activities, pupils explore themes such as identity, relationships, equality, choices, consequences and social issues while developing confidence in their own voice.


	SEND Knowledge and Access: 

SEND is considered in English by ensuring that reading, writing, speaking and listening activities are accessible to pupils with differing communication, literacy, processing and SEMH needs. Vocabulary and concepts are explicitly taught, texts are carefully selected and learning is broken down into clear, manageable stages. Teachers may use visual prompts, modelled examples, sentence scaffolds, pre-teaching, alternative recording methods, assistive technology and additional processing time. Individual adaptations reflect pupils’ specific needs, including literacy levels, communication profiles, sensory needs and EHCP outcomes, while maintaining appropriate challenge and supporting pupils to become increasingly confident and independent communicators.




