Curriculum Overview – Humanities 

	Rationale – why are we teaching this? 

Our Humanities curriculum inspires pupils to understand the past, explore the present and consider their role in shaping the future. Through History and Geography, pupils examine connections between people, places and environments, building knowledge of their local community, Britain and the wider world. Hartlepool and Teesside’s industrial heritage provides a meaningful foundation for exploring identity and change. Historical and geographical enquiry develops curiosity, critical thinking and cultural understanding, equipping pupils to evaluate evidence, consider different perspectives and participate as informed, responsible citizens.


	Curriculum intent – What are the big ideas in this subject?

The big ideas underpinning our Humanities curriculum are place and identity; connections between people and environments; human and physical processes; sustainability; chronology; cause and consequence; continuity and change; and historical significance. Through these concepts, pupils develop an understanding of how the world has changed, how societies and environments are connected, and how evidence and different perspectives shape our understanding.


	Curriculum implementation – How will this subject be delivered?
Humanities follows a sequenced spiral curriculum that deepens knowledge, enquiry skills and independence through:
· Enquiry questions that guide historical and geographical investigations.
· Explicit teaching, modelling and support adapted to pupils’ needs.
· Historical sources, maps, data and fieldwork.
· Vocabulary development through reading, discussion and writing.
· Local studies and visits connecting learning to the wider world.
· Retrieval and assessment to consolidate learning and address misconceptions.


	Curriculum impact – What outcomes must the students get from this subject?

By the end of their humanities journey, pupils will retain and apply secure knowledge of local, British and world history and geography. They will use chronology, historical sources, maps and data with increasing confidence to explain change, geographical processes and connections between people and environments. Pupils will evaluate evidence, consider different interpretations and communicate reasoned conclusions. They will demonstrate curiosity, critical thinking and growing independence, using their understanding to make informed decisions about the world around them.


	Personal Development in Humanities: 

Humanities provides rich opportunities for Personal Development by helping pupils understand people, places, societies and the wider world. Pupils explore different cultures, communities, beliefs, historical experiences and contemporary issues, developing empathy, critical thinking, respect for diversity and a greater understanding of citizenship, democracy and British Values.


	SEND Knowledge and Access: 

SEND is considered in Humanities through carefully sequenced learning that supports pupils to build knowledge over time and make connections between people, places and events. Key vocabulary, abstract concepts and chronological or geographical relationships are explicitly taught using visuals, maps, timelines, modelling and retrieval activities. Information may be chunked or presented in different formats to reduce cognitive overload, with reading and writing demands adapted where needed. Individual support is informed by pupils’ EHCPs, Student Profiles and known learning needs, with adaptations made to communication, recording, pace and task structure so that all pupils can participate meaningfully in historical and geographical enquiry.





