
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel and why do we remember him? 
Brunel was an inventor, a designer and engineer, who built bridges, tunnels and ships. In Victorian England, he created structures and vehicles, which to others seemed impossible. 
Chances are, at some time you have travelled through a tunnel or crossed a bridge which Brunel built. Some people have even called him the Greatest Britain ever.  
 

                   
Brunel 1806 – 1859                                                 Clifton Suspension Bridge                                      SS Great Britain                                                              The Great Western Railway 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Organiser – Superheroes 

Key Vocabulary 

Railway – a set of tracks on which a train runs. 

Bridge – a structure built over a river, railroad or obstacle that allows 

people to cross. 

Suspension bridge – a bridge that is supported from above by cables. 

Engineer – someone who uses scientific knowledge to design, construct 

and maintain engines, machines or structures. 

Station – a regular stopping place of vehicles. 

Impact – a strong and powerful effect. 

Research – a careful study of something to find out more information. 

Significant – having an important consequence. 

Evidence – something that gives proof 

Historians – an expert on History. 

 

Key Dates 

1806 – Isambard Brunel was born. 

1831 – Work starts on Clifton suspension Bridge but is abandoned in 1843. 

1833 – Brunel appointed Chief Engineer to Great Western Railway and starts surveying 

route. Begins modernisation of Bristol Docks. 

1836 – Work begins on Box Tunnel. Appointed engineer of Great Western Steam Ship 

company and construction begin. 

1838 – SS Great Western sails from Bristol to New York in 15 days. 

1852 – Construction of Paddington Station begins. 

1858 – SS Great Eastern launched. 

1859 – Brunel dies. 

He was an engineer during the 

Victorian Era. Thanks to Brunel, 

we’re able to travel up and 

down the country quickly, as 

well as cross many rivers. 

The city that still homes many of 

Brunel’s greatest achievements. Brunel 

designed the Clifton Suspension 

Bridge, Temple Meads Station and the 

SS Great Western.  

When built in 1843, she was the 

longest passenger ship in the world. 

She was designed to transport people 

to America and could travel across the 

Atlantic in 14 days. 

In 1835, Brunel was asked to build a 

railway that would connect Bristol to 

London. The first trains ran in 1838. 

The railway is still in operation today. 



 
 
 

 

  

Edward Jenner A timeline of the Vaccine 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 


