
YEAR 1 PHONICS SCREENING CHECK Parents Talk

Tuesday 20th January 



WHAT IS PHONICS?
•The children have been learning phonics (sounds) throughout their time at 
school

•Children need to be able to say single letter sounds, diagraphs and trigraphs 
and be able to blend these together to read words

•Children can then segment these sounds (break them up) in order to write or 
read unfamiliar words

•Children are taught to read by breaking down words ‘graphemes’ into 
separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend these 
sounds together to hear and read the whole word

•The children have 5 40-minute phonics sessions a week, but we are constantly 
focusing on phonics within all subjects

•There are 40+ different sounds to learn



THE SOUNDS



WHAT IS THE PHONICS SCREENING CHECK?

•Every child in Year 1 in the country will be taking the statutory phonics 
check

•The check is very similar to the activities we do during phonics sessions, 
so it will not be a massive change for the children

•The focus of the check is to ensure that all children can read and write 
by the end of Year 2, to confirm whether individual children have learnt 
sufficient phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate 
standard 

•It acts as a screening (mid point check) to provide evidence and to help 
teachers plan for the end of Year 2/KS1. Children who don’t achieve 
the standard will be supported throughout Year 2 and will re-take the 
test at the end of next year



WHAT HAPPENS DURING THE CHECK?

•The check will take between 5 and 10 minutes to complete

•The children will be asked to ‘sound out’ and word, blend those sounds 
together and they say the word as a whole

•The check will consist of 40 words- 20 real words and 20 nonsense or 
alien words

•The children will be told if the word they need to read is real or alien 
but the corresponding alien image

•The children are used to this process as it is similar to what we already 
do in class phonics sessions



REAL WORDS



NONSENSE WORDS

•Nonsense or alien words are 
words that are not real

•They are included in the 
screening to ensure that children 
are able to use their phonetic 
knowledge to read unfamiliar 
words, and not just read by sight

•They will be signified by the 
alien picture next to the word



HOW AND WHEN WILL IT BE ADMINISTERED? 

•The check will take place during the week 
beginning 8th June 2026

•The screening will be conducted by myself 
one to one in a quiet part of the school

•The children are familiar with this routine 
from assessments that we undertake half 
termly.

•We will encourage the children to look 
carefully and have a go but we are not 
permitted to indicate to the children at the 
time whether they have correctly sounded 
out and/or blended the word



REPORTING TO PARENTS

•The children will be scored against the national standard (determined 
by the DfE. We do not know this mark until after the test when all results 
have been submitted. The mark is usually around 32-33

•We will inform you of your child’s results in the summer term

•If your child’s score falls below the national standard they will be 
supported and will complete the screening again at the end of year 2



HOW CAN YOU HELP…

•Encourage your child to use their phonics to sound out unfamiliar words

•Revisit words/sounds that you notice your child may find tricky

•Read at home and enjoy reading- it doesn’t matter what they read…

•Ask questions about the text your child is reading (comprehension) 

•Play sound and listening games

•Use pure sounds and Fred fingers to segment and blend

•Go on sound or letter hunts around the house

•Sensory spelling/writing- write sounds in sand, paint, make out of toys
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