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Tuesday 2nd June 2020 

 
Wider reopening update 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As promised before half term, we are writing to update you about our plans to reopen more widely. 
Thank you again for your patience and thoughtful feedback on this so far. 
 
In terms of children returning to school, things are still very unclear nationally. In the last week, we’ve 
seen Independent SAGE (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies) produce a report outlining why it is 
still too early to reopen schools more widely, scientists from the government’s own SAGE group breaking 
ranks to say it is too early to relax restrictions, 30+ local authorities refusing to open their schools yet and 
just this weekend the deputy chief medical officer announced at the daily briefing that playgrounds won’t 
yet be opened because it’s not safe as young children cannot socially distance. 
 
All of this conflicts with the government’s plans and guidance for reopening schools more widely and 
leaves schools and parents in a tricky position. 
 
Our decision 
In order to make our decision for our school community, we have worked alongside Greenwich Local 
Authority, taken on board guidance from the Department for Education (DfE), guidance from unions and 
Greenwich Human Resources and liaised with staff and governors.  We have developed a comprehensive 
risk assessment for all year groups in order to think about what will work best for Henwick Primary school 
and the community as a whole.   
 
We have decided to continue to follow the science and will be reopening in line with the guidance in the 
Independent SAGE report. This means we are planning a phased wider reopening from Monday 15th 
June. This is because: 
 

1. delaying school reopening by two weeks, to 15th June, approximately halves the risk that a child 
will be infected 

2. Test and track and isolate will be more embedded and running at a local level by then. 
 
We will be welcoming back children from year 6 only on Monday 15th June. After two weeks we will 
review the situation and make a decision about reopening safely for children in year 1 and/or reception. 
We will write to year 6 parents separately with more detail and a link to another survey shortly. 
 
We know there will still be different feelings about this and many questions so we have put together a 
frequently asked questions (FAQs) section at the end to try to answer as many of these as possible. 
 
We do want to take this opportunity to thank you all once again for the positive messages we have 
received during what has been a very difficult and stressful time for all.  In addition to this we would like 
to thank all the members of staff at Henwick who have been amazing with their support and hard work, 
many of whom have been working at evenings and weekends to provide home learning, while also 
managing their own tricky childcare and family situations, and to support with the plans for reopening our 
wonderful school. 
 



Finally, we hope that you are all still managing to take care of yourselves and we wish you all the very best 
and hope to see you all soon. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet   Matt Hurst & Jemma Tagg 
Acting Co-Headteachers   Co-Chairs of Governors 
 
FAQS 
 
Why year 6 first? 
We are starting with year 6 because we need to ensure that they will be able to follow our expectations 
and the new school rules and processes as well as the fact that they will be most able to socially distance 
in school.  As soon as they return, we will begin the process of evaluating how things are working.  By the 
end of the first week we will be in a better position to think about the school’s position on welcoming 
back Year 1 children after the second week.  This will give us enough time to make any changes that we 
need to make and to inform you of our next steps before a possible Year 1 return to school.  We will then 
repeat the process again with both Year 1 and Year 6 in school for a further fixed period of time before we 
welcome any other children back to school. Our aim is to give you a week's notice before we welcome 
additional year groups back to school. 
 
What about other year groups beyond reception and year 1? 
At this time, and with the number of staff and rooms we have available, we feel it is very unlikely that we 
will be able to offer a provision for any nursery children or children in other year groups before the end 
of the school year. However, we will continue to review and update you on this. 
 
A significant factor in how much we will be able to reopen is how many staff we have available; some of 
our class teachers and support staff will not be returning to work on site this year because it is not safe 
for them to do so yet. As well as welcoming back year 6, and possibly year 1 and reception, we also still 
have to keep the provision for key worker and vulnerable children going, which requires more adults. 
 
How different will school look? 
So that you are really clear on what can be expected in school, the plans that we have drawn up for the 
whole school are as follows: 
 
Children will be working in small groups of between 6 to 8 “bubbles”.  These bubbles will be their groups 
for the rest of the school year. They will not be able to change bubbles or mix and socialise between 
bubbles. Each bubble will have its own teacher and teaching assistant and these members of staff will also 
not be able to mix with other bubbles. This means the adults working within a bubble will not necessarily 
be the children’s class teacher or usual classroom assistant. The children will also not necessarily be 
working in their own classrooms as the bubbles will need to be housed in different rooms throughout the 
school to keep each group separate.   
 
Children will be allocated seating in their classroom and they will not be able to move seats or move 
around the room.  They will be able to use the toilet, but one at a time.  More frequent handwashing will 
be in place as it was before lockdown. 
 
Groups will have staggered lunch and break times to ensure that there is enough space to allow for 
everyone to follow social distancing in the playground and to keep as safe as possible.  Lunch will take 
place in the classroom, again to allow for social distancing to take place.   
 
We are also going to have staggered drop off and collection at the start and end of the day as well as 
allocate designated drop off and collection areas. Again, this is to ensure that families dropping children 
off and collecting them are able to practise social distancing.  We will ask that children do not bring any 
items in from home other than their lunch, this will include their mobile phones and pencil cases etc. 



 
All classes will have their own sanitising pumps in the room and lidded bins have been ordered to ensure 
that waste can be disposed of safely and continual cleaning of the tables, handles and limited resources in 
school will take place throughout the day and after the children have left. We have purchased additional 
non-contact thermometers so we can take everyone’s temperature on arrival to school as an additional 
measure too. 
 
School will be closed down completely every Wednesday afternoon. All children in school will need to 
be collected at 12:30 and eat lunch at home. This is for two reasons: 

1. We can ensure a mid-week deep clean of the school takes place 
2. Teaching staff are entitled to dedicated planning time out of class. Usually this would be covered 

by  another teacher but as bubbles cannot mix and additional adults cannot go into each bubble, 
the only way to provide this is to shut. 

 
What if one of the children or members of staff get Covid19 symptoms? 
If anyone in a bubble (child or member of staff) presents with Covid19 symptoms, the whole bubble is 
immediately sent home and the person with the symptoms has to access a test. No one in that bubble 
(children or staff) can return to school until a negative test result is provided. If the test result is positive, 
then all the members of that bubble have to self-isolate at home for 14 days. This is why it is so critical 
that members of bubbles do not mix at all at school. 
 
What about home learning? 
We have also made arrangements to ensure that home learning continues to take place, although we 
need to stress that feedback will not be as detailed as it was before as we will need to have more and 
more staff in school to work alongside the children and they cannot teach all day in school and still 
provide the same level of home learning. We are going to review home learning too and see if we can 
provide more paper-based work. We know from a recent parent survey, and from feedback on Facebook, 
that many of our children just prefer working on paper. 
 
Will breakfast and afterschool club be running? 
No, we will not be able to run either breakfast or afterschool club for the remainder of this school year 
because we do not have enough staff available and will also not be able to ensure children are kept in 
their ‘bubbles’ while there. 
 
Will you still be providing bagels in the morning? 
No, we will be unable to provide bagels in school at the moment because increased social distancing and 
numbers of children in school means we shouldn’t be preparing and sharing food. Please ensure your 
child has breakfast at home, if you choose to send them back in. 
 
What if I change my mind about my child coming back? 
If you have responded to the questionnaire sent out saying that you would rather not send your child in, 
we want to make clear that this is not final, and should you change your mind at any point, we would 
welcome your child back to school. What we do ask is that this is communicated to us with three days’ 
notice so we can make any changes or set up new bubbles that we may need to. Turning up on the day 
or letting us know the day before makes things very tricky with so many social distancing measures in 
place. As mentioned, we will be surveying year 6 parents again to get a clearer picture of how parents are 
currently feeling so we can plan bubbles accordingly. 
 
We are very aware that these changes sound daunting and we know that this is a decision that each 
family must make for themselves, without any pressure from us.  We want to make it clear that the DfE 
has stated parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. Whilst we know that school is going 
to look and feel very different, we want to do whatever we can within our power to be as open and 
honest as we can be as we hope that this will give you time to prepare your children as best as you can 
should you decide to send them back to school.   


