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Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
 

Welcome back! 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to what we will hope will be a slightly calmer and more peaceful academic year! We 
cannot wait to have everyone back in school on Friday but as we are not quite back to ‘normal’ just yet 
we wanted to remind you of a few things and also give you further few updates. 
 
New updates 
Sinks in the playground 
You will notice that we have had three large sinks fitted in the playgrounds over the summer: one by the 
nursery building, one by what used to be the car park and one in the Henwick playground. This is to help 
with the increased handwashing that all schools have to now do. It would be very helpful if, when your 
child arrives for school, they could wash their hands in the nearest set of sinks before entering the 
building. Please encourage and support them to do this. We will also be using them at the end of 
playtimes and lunchtimes and after PE etc. to ease congestion on the sinks inside. Frequent hand washing 
is the new normal and we want to work with you to encourage the children to establish good habits. 
 
Face coverings in school 
Many of you will be aware guidance around this is changing all the time and may well change again. Face 
coverings are mandatory in some places, but not in others and it can feel confusing. Headteachers have 
some discretion about whether adults wear facemasks in their school. We have taken the decision to 
allow staff who wish to wear a face covering at any point to do so – we feel at this stage, it is a personal 
choice. Any face coverings worn by staff at any point will be clear ones so their mouths can be seen. 
 
There is currently no guidance requiring children under 12 to wear face coverings at school. This means 
none of the children coming back to Henwick need to wear a face covering. However, understandably, 
we have had some parents and carers ask about this. If you wish your child to wear a face covering at the 
moment, we will not ask them to remove it, but we do ask that you teach them how to put it on and take 
it off and use it responsibly, as the guidance outlines: 
 
 How to store it in a sealable plastic bag when they need to remove it to eat (you will need to provide 

this) 
 They must clean their hands before and after touching it, including putting it on or taking it off 
 They must not touch the front of their face covering during use 
 Not to wear it if it becomes damp. 
 Disposing of temporary ones in a bin. 
 
They would need to be able to manage this themselves and adults in school should not be having to 
handle their face coverings. Please consider this carefully before sending your child into school with one. 
 
Clothing 
We still have to keep rooms well ventilated in light of Covid, so windows in classrooms will be open all the 
time. Please be aware of this when dressing your child in the morning. 
 
 
 



PE kits 
For a number of reasons, we have decided that on the day your child has PE, they will need to come to 
school in their PE kits and stay in them all day, rather than changing at school as they did before. This will 
help us to ensure that ‘bubbles’ aren’t having to mix and use the same areas for changing and will also 
lessen the risk of PE kit being left behind at school after it has been used. Obviously, depending on the 
weather the children can wear sweatshirts and jogging bottoms for PE. 
 
Reminders of things we have written to you about before 
Leaving personal items at home 
Children should only bring essential items like named water bottles and packed lunches into school. 
Please do make sure uniforms are named too. We are still asking that things like pencil cases are left at 
home as all resources will be provided in class. Children in year 6 should only bring mobiles into school if 
absolutely necessary.  
 
Calling or emailing the office 
So we can still maintain social distancing in the office, we ask that you continue to call or email with any 
queries or to make appointments, rather than going into the office in person if at all possible. This will 
really help our brilliant office team. Similarly, if you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher, please call 
or email the office to arrange a phone appointment. Please avoid speaking to them at length in the 
playground. All school staff need to maintain 2m social distance and we appreciate your help with this. 
 
Breakfast club 
Breakfast club will start up again on Monday 7th September. It won’t be open on the first day back (Friday 
4th September). It will operate slightly differently. We will allocate a table to each class (or year group if 
that’s not possible) in the dining hall to ensure children from different class/year group bubbles do not 
mix. Sessions run from 7.30am – 8.45am, the cost per child per session is £3.50, this includes breakfast. 
Parents and carers can pay via the SIMS Pay system https://www.sims-pay.co.uk, please contact the 
school office if you need any assistance with this. 
 
We ask that you book a week in advance via the school office email so we know how many children are 
attending each day. Previously, some children just turned up each day and paid as and when but in light 
of Covid secure arrangements, we can’t do this anymore and need to know who is attending and on what 
day. If you think you have a credit from a pre-booking last year, please also email the school office. 
 
New after school club 
As we have mentioned before, we have changed after school club provider to Alpha club. You can contact 
them directly in the following ways if you would like to arrange a place for your child.  
 Email: info@alphachildcare.com 
 Phone: 020 8469 1888 
 Online booking system: https://alphachildcare.kidsclubhq.co.uk/cust#/auth    
 Website : www.alphachildcare.com 
 
Drop-off and collection 
Drop-off and collections times are staggered as are entrances and exits. Here’s a reminder of how and 
when each class should come to school for the time being: 
 
Year Group Teacher Gate Door Start time  Finish time 
Nursery (AM) Ms Clarke D 6 8.30 11.30 
Nursery (PM) Ms Clarke D 6 12.30 3.30 
Reception Mrs Godwin E 5 8.45 3.00 
Reception Miss Evans E 4 9.00 3.15 
Year 1 Miss Bavington C 3 8.45 3.00 
Year 1 Ms Walker C 3 9.00 3.15 
Year 2 Miss Cope A  1 9.00 3.20 
Year 2 Miss Brunt B 2 9.00 3.20 



Year Group Teacher Gate Door Start time  Finish time 
Year 3 Mrs Balint B 2 9.10 3.30 
Year 3 Ms Bal A 1 9.10 3.30 
Year 4 Ms Tamar A 1 8.50 3.10 
Year 4 Mrs Wrate B 2 8.50 3.10 
Year 5 Miss Thompson A 1 8.40 3.00 
Year 5 Miss Cheung B 2 8.40 3.00 
Year 6 Mr Ellis A 1 8.30 2.50 
Year 6 Mr Musika B 2 8.30 2.50 
 

 
 
Year 1 children should use the balcony entrances to their classrooms. 
 
And finally… 
We know it has been some time since many children were able to be in school but we are raring to go and 
we hope that you all feel that way too. If your child does feel anxious about coming back, we will support 
them, like we always would in any other year. Although some aspects of school will be different, we can’t 
wait to get back into the swing of things and to see everyone’s faces – see you all on Friday 4th September 
(and nursery and reception children a little later)! 
 
Warm wishes, 
 
Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet 
Acting Co-headteachers 
 


