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10th July 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Full school opening in September 
 

We are finally in a position to write to you about September and we want to thank you for your 
patience so far; we know there has been an awful lot of information that we’ve needed to share 
with you and we really appreciate it can be a lot to take in. 
 
What has the government said? 
Last Thursday, the government published the guidance for how schools should reopen to all 
children, full time, in September. Since then we’ve been busy putting together a new risk 
assessment and plan to make this happen. We will be able to welcome all children back in school 
come September, every day, which we are so happy about, but it won’t quite be business as 
usual just yet and we need to share how school will need to operate with you. 
 
Why will things still be different? 
The reason why things will still be a bit different is because there are two main rules schools have 
to follow: 
 
1. We need to keep children in small consistent groups of 30 and avoid them mixing with each 

other as much as possible 
2. We need to minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever 

possible 
 
This means we will be treating individual classes as ‘bubbles’ and keeping them apart from each 
other as much as we possibly can. Where this is not possible, such as lunch times, we will treat 
some year groups as ‘bubbles.’ We will encourage older children to minimise contact with each 
other and limit the sharing of resources. Cleaning throughout the day will continue to be 
enhanced and all schools must continue to increase hand washing. This is all in line with the 
government guidance. The government has acknowledged that it is not possible for our youngest 
children to maintain social distancing and so in nursery, reception and year 1, keeping the class 
‘bubbles’ apart at all times, even lunchtimes, becomes even more important. 
 
What are the main changes that will affect parents and carers? 
A lot of the changes we have to make are around how we have to run things in school during the 
day, such as avoiding assemblies and time tabling some lessons and organising resources 
differently, which means they won’t directly affect parents and carers.   
 
The main thing that will have a direct effect on you are the staggered drop-off and collection 
times. We know that for some families this may cause some disruption, particularly if you have 
children in different year groups. We have tried to make the best use of the different entrances 
we have and limit the different start and finish times as much as possible but it is something we 
have to do to make sure we are working to the new guidance. 
 



We are also going to ask you to continue to avoid going into the school office, unless you really 
have to, because again we have to maintain social distancing measures there. Likewise, we need 
to ask parents to only come on site if you need to and to leave as promptly as possible. You have 
all been so helpful and thoughtful with this during partial closure and we just need to keep going 
with this way of life at the moment. 
 
Of course, there are a lot more questions you will have so we’ve prepared an FAQ section which 
will hopefully answer most of them - please give them a read through. 
 
Please also familiarise yourself with the time and entrance(s) you will need to use from 
September. 
 
We have put a link to our full risk assessment on the school website; like all risk assessments, it is 
a live, working document and will be reviewed, changed and updated as time goes on. 
 
Thank you again for working with us on this. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet 
Acting Co-Headteachers 
 
 
 
  



Staggered start and finish times for September 2020 
 

 
 
 
Year Group Teacher Gate Door Start time  Finish time 
Nursery (AM) Ms Clarke D 6 8.30 11.30 
Nursery (PM) Ms Clarke D 6 12.30 3.30 
Reception Mrs Godwin E 5 8.45 3.00 
Reception Miss Evans E 4 9.00 3.15 
Year 1 Miss Bavington C 3 8.45 3.00 
Year 1 Ms Walker C 3 9.00 3.15 
Year 2 Miss Cope A  1 9.00 3.20 
Year 2 Miss Brunt B 2 9.00 3.20 
Year 3 Mrs Balint B 2 9.10 3.30 
Year 3 Ms Bal A 1 9.10 3.30 
Year 4 Ms Tamar A 1 8.50 3.10 
Year 4 Mrs Wrate B 2 8.50 3.10 
Year 5 Miss Thompson A 1 8.40 3.00 
Year 5 Miss Cheung B 2 8.40 3.00 
Year 6 Mr Ellis A 1 8.30 2.50 
Year 6 Mr Musika B 2 8.30 2.50 
 
Year 1 will operate using their balcony doors as entrances. 
  



FAQs 
What will happen with handwashing? 
We will continue to ensure all children wash their hands throughout the day in line with the DfE 
guidance. It says “when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change 
rooms and before and after eating.” We have arranged for three new large trough sinks to be 
installed in the playground to help with this. We would ask that children get into the habit of 
washing their hands using these on arrival to school and that parents bringing younger children 
to school, help their child with this. 
 
What will happen with school dinners? 
Children who have school dinners will receive a “grab bag” which will be a packed lunch, this will 
be delivered to the classroom by school staff and children will all eat their packed lunches in their 
classrooms whilst supervised by staff. 
 
Can children bring bags to school? 
We are asking that children bring only essential items to school such as their packed lunch and a 
water bottle. We need to minimise objects travelling from home to school and have to be a lot 
stricter with resources in class so would ask them to leave pencil cases, toys etc at home.  
 
How do the children get water to drink?  
Children will be encouraged to bring in a bottle of water from home, this will need to be taken 
home at the end of the school day to be cleaned and refilled, it should also be named.  We will 
discourage the use of beakers/cups in the classroom in order to ensure that these are not 
shared. Drinking fountains will remain out of use. 
 
Will you be serving bagels in class each morning again? 
We will still not be serving bagels or any other food in class while we have to follow increased 
hygiene and encourage minimal contact and social distancing in school. Please make sure 
children eat breakfast at home. 
 
Will breakfast club be running? 
We will be running breakfast club again from September. It will operate slightly differently. We 
will allocate a table to each class (or year group if that’s not possible) in the dining hall to ensure 
children from different class/year group bubbles do not mix. Sessions run from 7.30am – 8.45am, 
the cost per child per session is £3.50, this includes breakfast. Parents and carers can pay via the 
SIMS Pay system https://www.sims-pay.co.uk, please contact the school office if you need any 
assistance with this. 
 
Will after school club be running? 
We will be running an after school club again from September, but not as Connections. We have 
arranged for a very well established outside provider, Alpha Club, to run this provision. They 
have a very similar ethos to us and run things in similar ways such as providing a light hot meal 
and finishing at the same time. Please see the separate letter from them with more information. 
 
Will children have interventions? 
Interventions will continue to take place with groups of children from the same class bubble. 
 
Will trips be planned? 
There are no plans for any trips for at least the Autumn term as school cannot be responsible for 
the compliance of COVID secure practices of outside settings. This will be reviewed as 
appropriate. 



Will swimming continue for years 3 and 6? 
There are no plans for swimming for at least the Autumn term.  This will be reviewed as 
appropriate. 
 
Will the office still be out of bounds? 
Any non-essential visits to the school office will be discouraged.  We will ask anyone (including 
parents), to make contact with the school office either by phone or email in the first instance - 
this has worked very well during partial closure.  There will only be capacity for one visitor to the 
office at a time to enable social distancing to take place 
 
Will children be able to bring their phones to school? 
As the school office will be out of bounds we will discourage children from bringing their phones 
into school.  Only essential items can be brought in from home. If children in year 6 have to bring 
in a mobile phone, these will be placed in a box in class - the office will be out of bounds and not 
taking them in as usual. 
 
What if a child is late to school? 
If a child is late for their bubble start time, they will need to wait until the final bubble has 
entered the building and then will need to make their way to their allocated gate where a 
member of staff will greet them and take them up to class. 
 
What if a child is late being collected? 
Children who are late to be collected will stay in their classroom and the office will call parents.  
If pick up time exceeds 20 minutes they will be taken to after school club. 
 
What will happen with PE if it rains? 
As per the government guidelines, PE will take place outdoors as much as possible and contact 
will be avoided. PE will still take place if the weather is poor and will take place in the hall and all 
windows and doors will be opened.  PE lessons will look different and will not involve the use of 
shared resources, contact between children and or staff. They may involve theory and 
positioning as well as low impact and low cardio stretching. 
 
Will the curriculum be the same? 
We are still committed to providing a broad and balanced curriculum but have recognised we 
need to modify some things. The main changes are that literacy lessons will centre around books 
with strong emotional and social themes in the first half term; Spanish will not be taught in KS2 
up until Christmas to allow for longer PSHE (personal, social and health education) lessons and 
time for maths fluency sessions such as practicing times table to be implemented. Computing will 
not be taught in certain year groups up until Christmas to allow for more daily discrete phonics 
sessions will be taught in years 1 to 3 to make sure children are taught what has been missed. 
Computing across the rest of the school will need to be taught in weekly blocks rather than 
weekly lessons to avoid multiple bubbles using the computing suite at the same time. We will 
look to start this at half term. Reading will be a priority in all year groups as this is at the heart of 
all learning.  We may change things further once children are back in school and we identify any 
more needs and will remain flexible on all this as needed. 
 
Will classrooms look the same? 
Usually, each of our classrooms has the tables arranged differently, depending on what each 
teacher finds works for their class. The DfE guidance advises schools to sweat children “side by 
side, facing the front” so tables will be arranged in rows in all classes for now. 
 



Will SATS happen this year? 
The government have confirmed statutory tests will continue as normal. This includes: the 
phonics screening check in year 1; key stage 1 tests and teacher assessment in year 2; the year 4 
multiplication tables check and key stage 2 tests and teacher assessment in year 6. 
 
What are the plans for children who might struggle to come in? 
Key staff in school will be on hand to support children to come into school; they will meet 
children at designated points if necessary. 
 
What are the plans for Bridge intervention? 
Bridge intervention will continue but will look different.  Groups will be allocated specific times 
and days and will comprise where possible of children from the same class bubble.  This will be 
on a needs basis which will be assessed carefully on our return in September.  Bridge staff are 
aware of children who will benefit from the Bridge but are also aware that things change quickly 
and school will be flexible to support additional children where possible. 
 
What if there is another lockdown? 
The DfE have asked schools to come up with contingency plans for remote learning in case school 
should have to partially close again due to a lockdown. They have said schools need to have 
these in place by the end of September. We will share this with you once ours is set. 
 
 


