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Wednesday 13th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Coronavirus update 
 

We hope you are all still well and managing to find ways to make lockdown work for yourselves and the 
children.  We wanted to update you following the announcement made on Sunday by the Prime Minister 
and the following guidance which has been released by the Department for Education (DfE). 
 
The ambition of the government is that schools will open on 1st June for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6.  This is under the proviso that the government's five tests demonstrate that the number of cases 
remains low. Therefore, this is still only a possibility at the moment. 
 
Guidance was given to schools on Monday evening which contained a lot to think about such as 
suggestions around reducing class sizes, cleaning and attempting to put in place what they are calling 
‘protective measures’ in place of social distancing. 
 
We are currently analysing the guidance and how it relates to Henwick. We are also liaising with the Local 
Authority and taking on board guidance shared with us by them and unions. This is all contributing to help 
us develop risk assessments and then possible plans. 
 
At the heart of everything that we are considering, safety is our primary concern.  We have to ensure 
that your children and families and all of Henwick’s staff and their families are as safe as possible before 
we can make any decisions.   
 
What we can share with you at this point is that however we may be able to open, school would look 
very different to how it did before lockdown. This would include everything from how lessons look and 
feel, the staff who children would be working with, what lunchtimes and playtimes would look like, the 
classrooms they would be using and the resources they would have access to. We would also need to 
think carefully about what the start and end of the day would look like in order to make sure we were not 
encouraging gatherings.  
 
Social distancing is very difficult to ensure and put into practice in primary schools and, as the DfE have 
conceded in their guidance, it is impossible to manage in early years so there is a lot for us to consider in 
terms of managing risk to both children and staff. 
 
We do want to gather your views, thoughts and opinions to help inform our plans so will be sending out a 
questionnaire in the coming days. The DfE have made it clear that parents will not be fined for non-
attendance at this time. 
 
Finally, we want to thank you for your continued support during what has been a very difficult time.  We 
have received a number of supportive messages and this means a lot to all of us.  We want to keep you as 
updated as possible but this is difficult when we have limited information to share with you and many 
questions still about the guidance ourselves so we thank you for bearing with us. 
 
Warm wishes and kind regards, 
 
Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet   Jemma Tagg & Matt Hurst 
Acting Co-Headteachers   Co-Chairs of Governors 


