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Wednesday 17th June 2020 
 

Wider reopening: children in reception and year 1 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We welcomed back some of year 6 to school earlier this week, alongside our children of key workers, and 
we are now looking at how we can welcome children from reception and year 1 back from 29th June. Life 
in school does feel very different but the children are adapting well to life in ‘bubbles’ and the new rules 
in place.  
 
‘Bubbles’ are the small groups that children have to stay with at all times (in the classroom, playground 
etc). In order to stop the spread of Covid-19, we have to ensure that children and adults from different 
‘bubbles’ do not mix with one another at all. For more information see the FAQs we sent out here: 
https://files.schudio.com/henwick-primary-school/files/documents/020620_Wider_reopening.pdf  
 
The number of teaching staff we have who are available to lead and work in ‘bubbles’ and the number 
suitable rooms we have left are limited. This means what we will be able to offer will largely depend on 
how many parents choose to send their children back to school at this time. We may have to look at 
things like rotas for example. 
 
We have mentioned in previous letters that some of our class teachers and support staff wouldn’t be 
returning to work on site because it is not safe for them to do so yet. We do need to let you know that 
Mrs Godwin, Ms Clarke and Ms Connolly won’t be returning to the classroom this academic year. This 
means that children from those classes, who choose to return to school, will be in ‘bubbles’ led by other 
members of staff from across the school. We all felt it was important to tell you this as it may well be a 
significant factor in the decision you and your family make. 
 
In order to plan the ‘bubbles’ children will be placed in and any rotas that are needed, we need to have a 
firm idea of children who will be coming back to school on Monday 29th June and also, if they are 
returning, what their time in lockdown has been like and anything you think we should know. To help us 
do this, we need all parents and carers of children in reception and year 1 to fill in the online forms 
below by 10:00am this Friday, 19th June.  
 
We will then let you know the details of our plan early next week. You will not be able change your mind 
after 19th June because we won’t have any more adults to open up new ‘bubbles’ and once children are in 
‘bubbles’, we can’t move them around. Normally we try to be a flexible as possible, but once we have this 
plan in place, we will have to stick to that until the end of the school year. If not many children from 
reception and year 1 choose to return to school now, we will then consider reopening more widely to 
other year groups. 
 

 Online form for children in reception: https://forms.gle/ycoYEaaQbxnTLDa59  
 Online form for children in year 1: https://forms.gle/aMPoQ1JKMEe6YQit9  

 
Kind regards and warm wishes, 
 
Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet 
Acting Co-Headteachers 


