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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) has decided to roll out a multiplication tables check for all 

Year 4 children in schools in England. Here’s what you need to know about it. 

 

When will it take place? 

Year 4 children will sit the new times table test in June. Schools have been given a three-week 

window in the month of June to have their Year 4 children sit the test, but we will be free to 

choose which day within that three-week period we choose to do it.  

 

What will it look like? 

The multiplication tables check will be delivered as an online, on-screen digital assessment, 

meaning the children will take the test on a desktop computer, laptop or tablet (such as an iPad) 

at school. The test will be timed, with the whole thing lasting around 5 minutes in total. The test 

will be made up of 25 multiplication questions. Children will be given six seconds to answer each 

of the questions, with a three second blank gap between each question. 

 

The questions will be randomly selected by the testing programme from 121 different options, 

ranging from 2 x 2 up to 12 x 12. The test’s software has been programmed to show children 

more questions from the 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables, as these are trickier times tables focused 

on more in Years 3 and 4. (The 2s, 5s and 10s are more of a focus in Years 1 and 2.) 

 

What will be done with their test scores? 

The programme that the test runs on will automatically mark each child’s times tables test. Each 

child’s result will be passed on to their school, and the DfE will create a report on overall results 

across all schools in England to measure whether national times tables results improve over the 

coming years. Children will not see their individual results when they complete the check. 

 

Why have they decided to introduce another test? 

All primary school-aged children are expected to know their times tables up to 12 x 12 by heart. 

In fact, they are expected to have mastered their times tables by the end of Year 4. So, the idea is 

for the Multiplication Tables Check to be taken towards the end of Year 4 to make sure children 

are meeting the benchmark of memorising their times tables up to 12 x 12 before moving up to 

years 5 and 6. 



 

How can I help my child with times tables at home? 

Children will be taught about times tables in their maths lessons as they always have been, 

building on what they learned in previous years. As ever though, practicing little and often is the 

real key to recalling them from memory. 

 

Here’s some useful online resources to practice times tables at home: 

 

• The Multiplication tool on PurpleMash: http://www.purplemash.com/henwick 

• Times tables on Hit the Button: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-

button 

• Lots of games and tasks around times tables: https://www.timestables.co.uk  

 

I hope this was helpful. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Miss C Lotriet 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 


