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Settling back into school life 

School has now been fully reopened for two weeks and in many ways it feels like we had never closed! 

The children have settled back in brilliantly and it is so lovely to have a full school and for everyone to be 

back together. Thank you again for supporting the school with our new drop-off and collection 

arrangements which help us keep the school community as safe as we possibly can. 

 

Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers 

Children across the school have been reading the beautiful book, We Are Here by Oliver Jeffers and it 

has been a lovely way to unite the whole school community from nursery to year 6. The book covers the 

concepts of kindness, tolerance and environmental responsibility and it has inspired some wonderful 

work. We have shared some examples at the end of this newsletter. 

 

New school values 

Meaningful school values are incredibly important and should drive everything a school does from its 

curriculum, to its environment and beyond. Over recent weeks, we have been reviewing our school 

values. The whole staff team discussed and reflected on what as a school we hold most dear and some 

strong themes came out. Our new school values are below and we will be working with the children 

over the coming weeks to develop a shared understanding of them. We launched them with an 

assembly on belonging this week. All children got to hear the story All Are Welcome and think about the 

different groups they belong to. Using the story, we produced our own definition of belonging: everyone 

feels welcome and has a place at Henwick. 

  

 

 

Celebrating children’s birthdays 

We are changing how we celebrate children’s birthdays in school due to the fact that children cannot 

bring in treats to share. Going forward, school will give each child a small gift on their birthday. Children 

who have already had their birthday this academic year can be given it retrospectively and children with 

birthdays in the holidays can be given it just before we break up. 

 

Drop off and collection 

We want to thank you for working with us on our new drop off and collection systems.  We would like to 

remind you all that once you have dropped your child or children it is vital that you follow social 

distancing rules and either leave the school gates or move to a safe space for yourselves and others.  

This allows other families to use the pavements whilst still socially distancing.  We would also like to 



remind you that we ask those of you who are driving along Winchcombe Gardens to be mindful of 

where you park, not mounting the pavement and not parking in the road itself. 

 

Communicating with school staff 

We continue to ask that if you feel that you need to communicate anything with your child’s class 

teacher or any member of staff at the beginning or the end of the day, however big or small, that you do 

this via email addressed to the school office. This means that you do not have to share information that 

might be private in a public forum and that we can give you the time that you actually need rather than 

rushing. Finally, it means the class teacher can focus on taking the children up to class or dismissing 

them safely.  

 

We must also remember the social distancing guidance of 2 metres as set out by the government. 

Please also remember that we expect all members of school staff and parents/carers to be treated with 

respect, whether on the gate or elsewhere. You can find our full code of conduct for parents and carers 

here http://www.henwickprimary.co.uk/school-information/policies  

 

National Day of Reflection 

A national day of reflection is to be held next Tuesday 23
rd

 March in the U.K. The original idea for this 

came from the charity Marie Curie to remember those who have died and suffered during the pandemic 

and the government have backed the plan. There will be a minute’s silence at midday and we will be 

observing this in school. 

 

 

Warm wishes 

 

 

Mrs Lisa Lazell      Claire Lotriet & Kasia Fowle    

Executive Headteacher   Acting Co-Headteachers 

 

 

Upcoming diary dates 

31
st

 March Break up for Easter at 2pm 

19
th

 April INSET day 

20
th

 April  Children return to school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here We Are inspired work 

Nursery focussed on how we are the same and different and linked that to learning about 2D shapes: 

  



 

 

 

 

Reception were inspired to write some beautiful letters to the baby in the book: 

 
  

 

Year 3 thought about who they are when they feel safe: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 5 were inspired to think about the potential we all have inside us and what they might like to be 

when they are older: 

 
 

 

Year 6 wrote some letters to loved ones: 

 
 


