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Wednesday 27th January 

NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 Testing for Staff 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

The Department for Education has recently announced that it will start a programme of asymptomatic 
Covid-19 testing in primary schools, school-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools.  

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, testing will allow us to take further measures 
to help children and staff members to be in as safe an environment as possible. Up to one in three 
people who have Covid-19 have the virus without symptoms so could be transmitting the virus 
unknowingly. Tackling the pandemic requires identifying asymptomatic, infectious individuals. By 
testing, we will help to reduce the spread in schools and homes of families currently accessing our 
school provision. 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests have been widely and successfully used to detect COVID-19 in 
asymptomatic individuals. Public Health England recommend two LFD tests 3 to 4 days apart, or regular 
testing, to enhance detection by picking up any cases which were not detected during the first test and 
to catch any new infections. 

If staff test positive using a LFD, it is likely that they are infectious at that moment, whereas people 
testing positive on a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) or lab-processed test could be in the less 
infectious early or late stages of disease. This means that by using the lateral flow test we can identify 
people with a high viral load who are the most likely to spread the virus further.  

If a member of staff tests positive using a LFD they are then required to take a PCR test to confirm the 
results and follow the isolation guidance. If a positive test result has been confirmed using a LFD we will 
need to close the bubble that staff has been working in until further notice. We aim to give parents as 
much notice as possible and will continue to communicate as and when we are provided with the 
outcome of the PCR test. 

We appreciate this may cause some disruption but understand the importance of staff taking part in the 
scheme. If you require any further information regarding the testing program in school please contact 
the school office or email schooloffice@henwick.greenwich.sch.uk  

Kind regards, 

 

Lisa Lazell    Kasia Fowle & Claire Lotriet 
Executive Headteacher  Acting Co-Headteachers 

 


