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Spelling Policy 
 
We believe that phonics and spelling should be taught in a systematic and consistent way 
throughout the school, in order to enable children to access the written word. We believe that 
our teaching should enable children to access the English written word before they access 
anything else, for example, a modern foreign language.  
 
Phonics and spelling teaching should: 
 Be an expectation throughout the school, from Reception to Year 6.  
 Be taught through explicit spelling and phonics lessons, lasting between 15 – 25 minutes, at 

least twice per week. 
 Demonstrate a consistent approach to the planning and delivering of phonics and spelling 

lessons. 
 Phonics will be taught up to and not including phase 6. From year 2 - Phase 6 - spelling will 

be taught through ‘Babcock No Nonsense Spelling’.  
 From year 3 children will receive interventions based on gaps in their knowledge highlighted 

by assessment. 
 
How this will be implemented: 
 Letters and sounds is our consistency in terms of coverage and progression. This can then be 

supplemented by other schemes such as Phonics Play, Jolly Phonics and Babcock No 
Nonsense spelling to enable the class teacher to plan lessons that respond the most 
effectively to the needs of their class. For example, phase 6 can be taught through the use of 
Babcock No Nonsense Spelling.   

 Lessons should follow the RTPA (Revisit/Review, Teach, Practice, Apply) format. Planning 
should reflect this format. 

 Spelling strategies taken from Babcock No Nonsense Spelling (see ‘Learning Spellings’, page 
9 of the Babcock books) should be applied to spelling lists throughout year groups 2 - 6. 

 Spellings and spelling strategies taught weekly should be reinforced through spellings set 
each week for homework. Children will be assessed weekly on the spellings set and results 
will be recorded by the class teacher. 

 Phonics is a valuable approach to the teaching of spelling for the whole school. We will aim 
to accelerate the progress of any children that may still benefit from the teaching of phonics 
explicitly in year 3 by teaching extra phonics interventions, for example during SPaG lessons 
or MFL lessons.  

 Phase 5 ‘alternative sound’ families will be a non-negotiable display for years 1 – 3. Children 
in higher years may still benefit from sound mats and similar resources on their tables.  
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