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Year 1 Newsletter – Bell and Baret classes 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back! After a very difficult and worrying time, we are delighted to be welcoming back our lovely 
Year Ones into their classrooms. This half termly newsletter will help to inform you of any changes which 
have occurred to the regular school day and keep you updated with class specific information and provide 
you with a small taster of the areas of the curriculum your child will be learning. We are aware that this is a 
difficult and worrying time and we hope that this newsletter will help to provide further clarification of 
details specific to your child’s year group and class. If you have any questions regarding information on this 
newsletter, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
We hope that you are all keeping well and have had a lovely summer break and we look forward to working 
with you in this coming year to ensure your children have the happiest and safest return to school. 
 
Miss Bavington and Miss Walker 
 
Key changes to note: 
 Staggered starts:  

o Bell Class drop off time: 8:45am 
o Bell Class collection time 3:00pm 
o Baret Class drop off time: 9:00am 
o Baret Class collection time: 3:15pm 
o Year 1 drop off and collection point: Gate C (Winchcombe Gardens entrance), Door 3  
o Please ensure you wash your child’s hands before school at the sinks outside the Nursery 

building.  
 Playtimes and lunchtimes: 

o Year 1 children will be eating their lunch in the dining hall. 
o Year 1 children will have their own section of the playground and will also have the 

opportunity to use the balconies outside both classrooms.  
o Year 1 children will play in their year group bubble during playtimes and lunchtimes and will 

not be mixing with other year groups.  
o Children will wash their hands before play time and also in sinks in the playground at the end 

of every playtime. 
 PE: 

o PE for Bell Class will take place on a Friday 
o PE for Baret Class will take place on a Monday 
o Both classes will have a session of gymnastics on Tuesday (starting from 15th September 

2020) 
o Please send your child to school in their PE kit on their respective PE days and every Tuesday.  
o PE kits will not be kept in school and children will no longer change before and after PE 

sessions. Therefore, your child will be wearing their PE kits all day on their relevant PE days.  
o Please ensure that your child has a PE kit that is suitable for wearing all day e.g. trainers and 

jogging bottoms with a sports top if it is cold.  
 Children will not be able to use communal drinking fountains, so please do send your child in with a 

named water bottle. 
 Please ensure that all items that your child brings into school are clearly labelled, e.g. jumpers, book 

bags, packed lunch boxes and coats.  



 We will be sending homework home on Fridays and we will be using a paper format to ensure 
children are able to continue to practise their letter and number formation. Homework is optional 
and does not need to be sent back to school. This is to help minimise the number of items being 
passed between school and home. 

 Children will have the opportunity to change their reading books on Mondays and Thursdays, to 
allow for the 72-hour quarantine period. Reading books are unable to be changed on any other days. 
Reading records will not be being sent between home and school, however we would still encourage 
you to continue to read with your child on a regular basis.  

 
Maths 

 
This terms maths topic will be ‘Number: Place Value 
(within 10)’ and towards the end of this half term we 

will begin to look at ‘Number: Addition and  
Subtraction (within 10)’. 

The focus for this half term will be securing their 
understanding of numbers to 10. We will cover 

recognising, ordering and forming numbers to 10, 
sorting and counting objects up to 10, counting forwards 

and backwards, comparing objects and amounts and 
moving onto adding and subtracting.   

Children will also be practicing counting from 1-20 in 
order, identifying one more and one less than a given 

number.  

English 
 

In English this term, we will begin with the story ‘The 
Boy Who Loved Everyone’ which will be studied by the 

whole school for the first fortnight of term. We will 
then be reading ‘Ruby’s Worry’. PHSE themes in these 
books will allow children to express any worries that 
they themselves might be feeling. We will have an 

emphasis on reading this half term, focus on sounding 
out words and blending the sounds together to read 
the words with increasing fluency.  We will also be 
focusing on increasing the children’s confidence to 

attempt simple writing tasks independently. 
Please help to encourage your child to read at home 

and talk about what they have read, as this will help to 
develop their vocabulary, understanding and decoding 

of words.  
Science 

 
Our Science topic this half 

term is  
‘Who Am I?’. 

We will focus on 
identifying different body 
parts and the five senses. 
We will be investigating 

the different senses 
through a variety of 

different activities and 
linking these to the 

relevant parts of the 
body. We will be using 

song and poetry to 
support with our learning.  

Topic 
 
Our History topic this half 
term is ‘The Great Fire of 

London’.  
We will be learning about 

why the fire happened 
and the effects of the fire. 

The children will have 
discussions about what 

happened and the 
changes that have 

occurred. We will also 
look at creating a timeline 

of events and creating 
their own houses.  

Computing 
 

To reduce movement 
between classrooms we 

will not be using the 
Computer Suite this term. 

ICT will therefore be 
classroom based with a 

focus on 
online safety lessons 
which aim to make 

children aware of how to 
operate safely online. 

 

RE & PHSE 
 

In RE children will learn 
about Hinduism and the 

festival of Diwali. Children 
will learn about the myth 
of Rama and Sita from the 
holy book, the Ramayana. 

This is the myth upon 
which the celebration is 

based. Children will learn 
about what Hindu’s might 

do to celebrate Diwali, 
including what it will be 

like in a temple during this 
time. 

PE 
 

PE for Bell Class will be on Friday. 
PE for Baret Class will be on 

Monday. 
Both classes will have a session of 
gymnastics on Tuesday (starting 

from 15th September 2020). 
Please send your child to school in 

their PE kit on their relevant PE 
days.   

PE kits will no longer be kept in 
school. 

Homework 
 

Homework will be sent out each 
Friday.  

We will use a paper format to 
ensure children are able to practice 
their letter and number formation. 
Homework is optional and it is not 
required to be sent back to school. 
This is to help reduce the number 

of items being passed between 
school and home. 

Reading Books 
 

Children can change their reading 
books on Mondays and Thursdays 
to allow for the 72-hour quarantine 

period.  
Children will be unable to change 
their reading books on any other 
days. Reading records will not be 
sent between home and school. 

 

 
 


