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Year 1 Newsletter – Bell and Baret classes 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Welcome back Year 1! We hope you had an enjoyable and restful half term break and we are 

looking forward to all of the exciting learning which is going to take place this half term. This 

newsletter will outline the topics we will be covering in each curriculum area and any updated 

information.  

 

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions you may have.  

 

Miss Bavington and Miss Walker 

 

Updated Information: 

• Staggered starts:  

o Bell Class drop off time: 8:45am 

o Bell Class collection time 3:05pm 

o Baret Class drop off time: 9:00am 

o Baret Class collection time: 3:20pm 

• PE: 

o PE for Bell Class will take place on a Friday. 

o PE for Baret Class will take place on a Monday. 

o Both classes will continue to have a session of gymnastics on a Tuesday afternoon. 

o Please send your child to school in their PE kit on their respective PE days and every 

Tuesday.  

o As the weather is becoming colder, please ensure that your child has a PE kit that is 

suitable for wearing all day.  

 

• Please ensure that jumpers, coats, books bags and any other personal belongings are clearly 

labelled with your child’s name.   

 

• We will continue to send homework home on Fridays. We will send out paper homework to 

allow the children to practise their letter and number formation, as well as setting MyMaths 

homework or Purple Mash tasks, which relate to the learning we have completed in class. 

Your child will receive an individual letter with their personal login details for Purple Mash.  

 

 

 

 



Maths 

Our maths topics this term will be ‘Number: Addition 

and  

Subtraction (within 10), Geometry: Shape and 

Number and Place Value within 20’.  

This half term will now focus on using the knowledge 

we have recapped from last half term to apply to 

maths operations and identifying tens and ones within 

numbers. We will be looking at part-whole models and 

completing addition and subtraction number 

sentences. We will also look at 2D and 3D shapes and 

their properties and whether we can identify these 

shapes in our everyday surroundings.  

We will continue to consolidate our learning of 

numbers to 20 and how to apply these, as well as 

practising correct number formation.  

English 

 

In English this term, we will begin with the story 

‘The Lonely Beast’. We will start by looking at the 

book and making predictions based on images from 

the story. 

We will be designing our own beasts, learning how 

to write question sentences and writing a set of 

instructions.  

 

This half term we will also continue to work on 

phonics application in our writing and correct letter 

formation.   

  

Science 

 

Our Science topic this 

half term is ‘Everyday 

Materials and Plants’. 

We will focus on 

identifying and labelling 

the parts of a plant and 

discussing why each part 

of the plant is important 

and what they do.  

We will also be looking 

at identifying different 

types of materials, 

distinguishing between 

objects and the materials 

they are made from, 

identifying different 

properties of materials 

and completing our 

science topic with a 

waterproof experiment.  

Topic 

 

Our topic for this half 

term is ‘Printing’.  

We will be exploring 

different printing 

techniques which we can 

use to create different 

effects. We will focus on 

string printing, vegetable 

printing, polystyrene 

printing and block 

printing.  

Our topic will be 

supported by the book 

‘The Great Wave’. This 

book was inspired by 

Hokusai who created his 

famous artwork using 

block printing. Children 

will have the opportunity 

to create their own print 

using different printing 

techniques.  

Computing 

 

To reduce movement 

between classrooms 

we will not be using the 

Computer Suite this 

term. 

ICT will therefore be 

classroom based with a 

focus on 

online safety lessons 

which aim to make 

children aware of how 

to operate safely 

online. 

 

RE & PHSE 

 

In RE, children will learn 

about Christianity and 

the Christmas Story. We 

will focus on identifying 

Christian beliefs about 

Jesus, why the Bible is 

important to Christians, 

the importance of 

Christmas to Christians, 

and Jesus’ birth story.  

 

  

PE 

 

PE for Bell Class will be on Friday. 

PE for Baret Class will be on 

Monday. 

Both classes will continue to have 

one session of gymnastics on a 

Tuesday.  

Please remember to send your 

child to school in their PE kits on 

their relevant PE and gymnastics 

days.  

Homework 

 

We will continue to send 

homework home on Fridays.  

We will send out paper 

homework to allow the children 

to practise their letter and 

number formation, as well as 

setting MyMaths homework or 

Purple Mash tasks, which relate to 

the learning we have completed 

in class. Your child will receive an 

individual letter with their 

personal login details for Purple 

Mash. 

 

Reading Books 

 

Children can change their reading 

books on Mondays and Thursdays 

to allow for the 72-hour 

quarantine period.  

 

When reading with your child, 

discuss what is happening in the 

story, talk about new vocabulary 

they have come across in the text 

and ask questions about the 

characters, story or what they can 

see, to help build on their 

comprehension skills.  

 


