
Henwick Primary School 
Executive Headteacher: Mrs L Lazell 

Acting Co-Headteachers: Mrs K Fowle & Ms C Lotriet 
Henwick Road, Eltham, SE9 6NZ 

 
Tel: 020 8856 8627 

 

 

Year 4 Newsletter - Richmond & Kingston upon Thames classes 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back after a well-deserved summer break! We hope you had a relaxing time this summer and you and 
your families kept safe and healthy. We are looking forward to be learning together new and exciting things this 
year. 
Mrs Balint and Ms Wrate  
 

Maths 
We will start maths lessons with the Place Value unit 
where opportunities to recap learning from Year 3 will 
be built into lessons. Children will learn to read, write, 
recognise numbers up to 10000, as well as recognise the 
place value of each digit in 4-dgit numbers, negative 
numbers and Roman numerals. Children will then move 
onto addition and subtraction where they will learn how 
to mentally add and subtract multiplies of 10s, 100s and 
100s before moving onto using formal written methods 
for addition and subtraction. They will then estimate the 
answer to a calculation and use the inverse operation to 
check answers. Problem solving skills will also be 
practised when solving more complex additions and 
subtractions. Times tables will be practised daily in class 
and assessed with daily tests and we strongly encourage 
children to use their Times Tables Rockstars account to 
practice at home too at least for 5 minutes every day. 

English 
In English this term our work is linked to our RSHE topic. It 
includes social and emotional themes, as well as links to our 
school values. Black History Month is also celebrated in 
literacy this term through the chosen books.  The two books 
we are using to support us with our writing skills are “There’s 
a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom” and “Tar Beach”. Using these 
books, we will be gaining new and complex vocabulary, write 
instruction texts, playscripts, thank you notes, diary entries, 
posters and a follow up chapter in the same style. In guided 
reading, children will explore poetry from the book ‘Under the 
moon and Over the Sea” – a Collection of Caribbean Poems 
and learn more about the African culture from the book 
“Africa, Amazing Africa”. We will also look at some 
inspirational people’s biographies from the book “Bedtime: 
Inspirational stories”. Children will focus on how language can 
influence a reader, learn new words, infer meaning from the 
text and look at its defining features.  

Science 
Our Science topic is 
‘Electricity’. Through this 
unit, the children will be 
able to identify common 
electrical appliances and 
know the difference 
between mains and 
battery electricity 
sources. They will learn 
to build an electrical 
circuit and investigate 
how to make the light 
brighter or dimmer.  

History 
Our Topic this term is The 
Romans. The children will 
learn about what may have 
caused the invasion of 
Britain by the Romans, learn 
about Boudica and her lead 
role in the revolt against 
them, how was life in Roman 
Britain, look at the social 
structure and organisation 
of the Roman society and 
talk about how the Romans 
have influenced our lives 
today. 

Computing 
 
This term online safety 
will focus on helping the 
children to evaluate how 
their use of technology 
has changed over the 
past year and create a 
set of class rules to 
reflect this. We will look 
at risks when using the 
internet and how to 
protect ourselves from 
possible harm.   

RE & PHSE 
Children will learn about Buddha 
and his role in Buddhism. They will 
learn about Buddhist symbols and 
the four noble truths and hear the 
story of Siddhartha and the swan 
and reflect on it.  
‘Being Me in my world’ is the 
focus in RSHSE.  Children will think 
about what make our school a 
community and the different roles 
we have in it. We will discuss what 
it means to be perseverant and 
resilient and their importance.  

PE  
PE is on Tuesday for Richmond 
class and on Friday for Kingston 
upon Thames.  Please ensure PE 
kits are labelled, including PE 
shoes/trainers and they are in 
school for those days. Please 
ensure long hair is tied back and 
earrings are removed. Children 
could come to school already 
wearing P.E. kits on these days.  
  

Homework 
Homework is given out on Friday and is due in the following Friday. All homework 
is online and set on purplemash website: 
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/henwick .  
Weekly homework consists of spelling practice, a chapter read from a class book 
which leads to answering some comprehension questions and a piece of writing 
linked to it, maths activity on ‘My maths’ and times tables practices on Times 
Tables Rockstars. We ask that children also read daily for a minimum of 20 minutes 
a day and have their reading book in school every day. By the end of Year 4, 
children need to know all their times tables to 12x. Please support your child by 
helping them learn these important number facts by practising daily on Times 
Tables rockstars website - https://ttrockstars.com  

 


