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Year 4 Newsletter – John Williams and Hans Zimmer Class 
 

Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Welcome to the Autumn 1 term! We hope that you had a restful summer break. We are excited about all the learning 

taking place during this first half-term. Please see below for an overview of this. 
 

Mrs Wrate and Mrs Bal 

Maths 
 

Place value will be the first unit for maths this term. 

Children will recognise the place value of each digit in a 

four-digit number,  order and compare numbers beyond 

1000 and find 1000 more or less than a given number. 

They will round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 

and learn to count backwards through 0 to include 

negative numbers, as well as count in steps of 25 and 

1000. Addition and subtraction will be the second unit 

this term. Children will add and sub numbers with up to 

4 digits using formal written methods where 

appropriate. They will estimate and use inverse 

operations to check answers to a calculation and solve 

two-step problems in context, using a suitable method. 

English 
 

The first unit for English this term will be based on the 

composers our classes are named after. Children will 

research their lives and write a biography about the 

composer.  

The second unit will be narrative about an object related 

to our wider history topic.  

For the final unit this term, children will write a leaflet 

about objects, conquests and places from the Anglo-

Saxon and Viking era. 

 

In guided reading, children will explore information texts 

with a focus on retrieving and recalling key information. 

Science 
 

This term, children will learn 

about light and observe how 

it is reflected from surfaces 

into our eyes, which is why 

they can see objects. They 

will learn that darkness is the 

absence of light and 

recognise that shadows are 

formed when light is blocked 

by opaque objects. They will 

also find patterns in the way 

shadows change. 

Topic 
 

Our first topic is about 

the Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings. Children will 

learn about where the 

Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings came from, the 

significance of their 

kings along with their 

influence and impact on 

Britain. They will also 

explore key aspects of 

their lives.  

Computing 
 

‘We are software 

developers’ is our unit 

in computing this 

term. Children will 

learn how to develop 

a simple educational 

game. Our online 

safety lesson will be 

about online safety 

rules and will build on 

the lessons from Year 

3.  

RE & PHSE 
 

Buddhism will be the focus 

during RE this term. Children 

will the about importance of 

Buddha, Buddhist symbols and 

their meanings and Buddhist 

worship.   

 

For PHSE, our main focus in 

PSHE is ‘Being Me in My World’ 

where they will explore the 

difference they can make to 

the school community. 

PE & Spanish 
 

PE is Tuesday for both Year 4 classes.  

Please ensure labelled PE kits, 

including PE shoes/trainers are in 

school for those days. Please ensure 

long hair is tied back and earrings 

are removed.  

 

This term in Spanish, John Williams 

class will be learning common 

greetings and how to talk about 

objects in the classroom, including 

using correct prepositions and 

indefinite articles. They will also 

review the vocabulary taught in Year 

3.  

 

Hans Zimmer class will start Spanish 

lessons after the February half-term 

break.  

Homework 
 

Homework is given out on Friday 

and is due in for the following 

Wednesday. This will include an 

open-ended task related to learning 

from the week, spellings and Maths 

homework, which is set on the 

Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 

 

We ask that children also read daily 

for a minimum of 15 minutes and to 

an adult once a week.  

 

By the end of Year 4, children need 

to know all of the multiplication 

tables up to the 12x table. Please 

support your children by helping 

them learn these important number 

facts. We will provide further details 

about the multiplication tables check 

children will be taking later this year. 

Dates to remember 
 

•Friday 18th October 2019 

School closes for half-term break 

 

•Monday 28th October 2019 

School opens 

 

•Thursday 21st November 2019 

INSET day 

 

•Friday 22nd November 2019 

INSET day 

 

•Thursday 19th December 2019 

School closes 

 

•Monday 6th January 2020 

School opens 

 

 

 

 
 


