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Year 4 Newsletter – John Williams and Hans Zimmer Class 
 

Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Welcome to the Autumn 2 term! We hope that you had a restful half -term break. We are excited about all the 

learning taking place during this half-term, along with preparations for the Year 3 and 4 Christmas production. Please 

see below for an overview of this. 
 

Mrs Wrate and Mrs Bal 

Maths 

Children will complete the addition and subtraction unit 

they began before the half-term break. They will 

continue to solve addition and subtraction problems, 

thinking about the method they will use and why they 

will use that method. They will estimate answers and 

use inverse operations to check them, and solve two-

step problems in context. The next unit of work will be 

measurement. Children will convert between different 

units of measure (for example, kilometre to metre). They 

will also measure and calculate the perimeter of a 

rectilinear figure in centimetres and metres. The final 

unit for this term will be multiplication. Children will 

multiply and divide by 10 and 100. They will also multiply 

numbers by 1 and 0 and divide a number by 1 and itself. 

They will begin learning the 6, 9 and 7 times tables.   

English 
 

The units of literacy this term are all related to our Pop 

Art Topic. Children will by write a narrative, which will 

focus on description using similes and metaphors, and 

‘showing and not telling’ a character’s emotions. This 

will be followed with poetry where the children will be 

writing poems based on Wayne Thiebaud’s  Pop Art 

work on sweets and cakes. 

Finally, we will be writing a formal persuasive letter. 

 

In guided reading, children will explore poetry from the 

book ‘Paint me a Poem’ by Grace Nichols. Children will 

focus on how language can influence a reader. They will 

also explore a leaflet about the National Gallery and a 

biography about Andy Warhol.  

Science 
 

Our Science topic is ‘Teeth 

and Eating’. Through this unit, 

the children will be able to 

identify and explain the role 

of different types of teeth 

and how to look after them. 

They will also learn about the 

digestive system in humans 

and the function of some 

organs. Finally, they will 

explore food chains. 

Topic 
 

Our Topic this term is 

Pop Art. The children 

will learn about the 

origins of the 

movement and study 

the style of famous 

artists. They will create 

their own pieces of art 

in the style of Andy 

Warhol and Roy 

Lichtenstein.  

Computing 
 

‘We are musicians’ is 

our unit in computing 

this term. Children 

will learn produce a 

piece of music using 

sound samples. Our 

online safety lesson 

will focus dealing with 

peer pressure 

positively.  

RE & PHSE 
 

Children will learn about Jesus’ 

role in Christianity. They will 

learn about important events 

in his life, miracles he 

performed and parables he 

told.  

‘Celebrating Difference’ is the 

focus in PHSE.  Children will 

think about how assumptions 

based on appearance can be 

misguided and how to solve 

problems involving bullying. 

PE & Spanish 
 

PE is Tuesday for both Year 4 classes.  

Please ensure labelled PE kits, 

including PE shoes/trainers are in 

school for those days. Please ensure 

long hair is tied back and earrings 

are removed.  
 

This term in Spanish, John Williams 

class will continue to learn common 

greetings and how to talk about 

objects in the classroom, including 

using correct prepositions and 

indefinite articles. They will also 

review the vocabulary taught in Year 

3.  
 

Hans Zimmer class will start Spanish 

lessons after the February half-term 

break.  

Homework 
 

Homework is given out on Friday 

and is due in for the following 

Wednesday. This will include an 

open-ended task related to learning 

from the week, spellings and Maths 

homework, which is set on the 

Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 
 

We ask that children also read daily 

for a minimum of 15 minutes and to 

an adult once a week.  
 

By the end of Year 4, children need 

to know all of the multiplication 

tables up to the 12x table. Please 

support your children by helping 

them learn these important number 

facts.  

Dates to remember 
 

•Thursday 21st November 2019 

INSET Day 

 

•Friday 22nd November 2019 

INSET Day 

 

•Thursday 19th December 2019 

School closes 

 

•Monday 6th January 2020 

School opens 

 

 

 

 

 


